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so far as slavery in the Territories is concerned, | 
hall legalize and confirm forever the exact equi- || 
table partition that now exists by law in the Ter- || 
ritories, and which you have sanctioned this year || 
by your votes. Is not that fair? Go for sucha 
constitutional provision, affirming what you have | 
done, either by your positive action or by non- | 
action; confirm the principle of the Colorado bill, 
the Nevada bill, the Dakota bill, the Nebraska bill, 
the compromise measures of 1850, and there is an 
end of the controversy. You all voted it in the 
Senate. Now allow the people to vote it into the 
Constitution. Why not? You ought to allow 
the people to ratify and confirm what you have | 
done. It will be complimentary to you; it will 

be a proud indorsement of your patriotism, if, after 1] 
you had the boldness to lead off and establish this 
great principle in all the territory we now possess, 
the people come forward with plaudits, with a 
unanimous voice, and confirm what you have done. || 

[ trust, therefore, that we may assure Virginia, | 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Arkansas, | 
Missouri,and Maryland, that they have obtained | 
equality in the Territories; not only equality by | 
law, but an equitable partition in fact; that they | 
have not only got the legal right, but got the ac- 
tual substance, the enjoyment in fact of one half 
degree more territory than they claimed. This 
has been done by the acquiescence in part and in 
part by the affirmative votes of the Republican 
party. I give them credit for it, and I ask these 
slaveholding States to do the Republicans the jus- 
tice to believe that they will stand by the princi- 
ple of the Colorado bill, at least until Congress 
meets, and they show the contrary. I do not be- | 
lieve that they are ever going to depart from that 
principle hereafter. They have seen that a de- 
parture from it could not be made with safety to 
this Union; and hence, rather than break it up, 
they have made this concession. I know it was | 
a bitter pill for some; others did it cheerfully; but 
it is done; and now let us close this drama, and, 
by a unanimous vote, in@prporate that principle | 
into the Constitution,and make it perpetual; and | 
then you will have insured the domestic tranquil- 
lity, the equality, and the safety of all the States, | 
and have restored peace, unity, and fraternity to | 
the whole country. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If the Senator from 
New Hampshire will withdraw the motion, I shall 
notabuse his kindness by occupyinga great while. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator insists, I must 
withdraw it of course; I cannot deny him. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I do not like to make || 
a request against the wishes of the Senate. I only 
want to make a few remarks. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WADE. I desire to put one question to | 
the Senator from Illinois 

.Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Will the Senator 
from Ohio allow me to have the floor for 4 little 
while ? 

Mr. HALE, I withdrew my motion at the re- 
quest of the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. WADE. I cannot help that; I have got 
the floor 

Mr BRECKINRIDGE. Isuppose the Chair 
understood that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire withdrew his motion in order to allow me 
‘o proceed. 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. ~ The Senator 
from New Hampshire withdrew his motion, and 
then the Senator from Ohio addressed the Chair, 


and, no other Senator rising at the moment, was 
recognized, | 




















| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Very well. 

Mr. WADE. I do not want to occupy time; 
but at the end of the peculiar and remarkable 
speech of the Senator from Illinois, 1 wished to | 
ask him one question. Inasmuch as he has com- 
ene so much at large on the territorial bills of | 
ast session, I desire to know why it was that he | 
moved a reconsideration of those bills, in order to | 
Substitute a new bill for them, if they were ex- | 
actly upon his principle? 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 1861. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer that question. 
Mr. HALE. Before the Senator proceeds, | 


desire half a minute 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 





No, sir, I cannot yield; I 


| call the Senator to order. 


TNe PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
from Llinois has the floor. 

Mr. HALE. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 


trine of non-intervention and popular sovereignty 


was concerned, were in the identical language of | 
| the Kansas-Nebraska bill, there had yet been a 


change in the judiciary clause that I did not like; 
and, second, because | was prepared to take a 


step in advance, and allow the people to elect their | 


own officers. It is true, | was prepared to take 
an advance step just as the 
caught up and trod on my heels; but that does 
not show that they had not caught up with me. 
But, so far as the doctrine of popular sovereignty 
and non-intervention is concerned, the Colorado 
bill, the Nevada bill, and the Dakota bill, are 
identically the same with the Kansas-Nebraska 


bill, and in its precise language. I hope the Sen- | 


ator is answered. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate go into 
executive session; and I give notice that I will 
not give way to any living mortal. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The motion was agreed to; and, after some 
time spent in the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 26, 1861. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guruey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Several messages were receiygd from the Presi- | 
|| dent of the United States, by Mr. J. G. Nicoray, 


his Seeretary. 
ACTING SECRETARY. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. On looking at 
the resolution appointing William Hickey acting 


| Secretary of the Senate, it is regarded as neces- 


sary to administer the oath of office to him in 
order to a full discharge of the duties under the 
resolution appointing him to that office. Mr. 


| Hickey, therefore, will take the usual oath of | 


office. 


The oath of office was administered to Mr. | 
‘Higkey by the President pro tempore. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate pro- 


ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
Mr. DIXON. LI hope the Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts will withdraw his motion for a single 


moment, to allow me to call uparesolution which || 


I reported yesterday. 


Mr. SUMNER. IfI give way for thatgl shall 
have to give way to something else. 

Mr. &LING: AN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. I think it is premature to go into executive 
session just now. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If, with the leave of 
the Senate, the Senator from Massachusetts will 
withdraw his motion for a little time, I shall be 
very much obliged to him. 


Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Dovexas;] but, by 
some misunderstanding, 1 lost it. I wanted to 
make a few observations, and if the call is with- 
drawn, I shall not abuse the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate by speaking more than half an hour. 


Mr. SUMNER, I would suggest to the Sen- | 


ator that perhaps it would be more convenient if 
he went on with his remarks to-morrow, instead 
of to-day. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I would prefer to go 
on now. I shall not speak long. 


The Senator 
That is true almost always. 

° } 
Mr. President, I moved the 


| reconsideration for two reasons: first, because, 
| while the principles of the bills, so far as the doc- 


Lepublican party | 


Yesterday, the Sen- | 
ator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate} yielded | 
me the floor at the close of the remarks of the | 
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| Mr. SUMNER. Very well; I withdraw the 
mowuon. 
REGISTER OF DEBATES. 


Mr. DIXON. I move that the Senate proceed 

to the consideration of the resolution reported 

\from the Committee to Audit and Control the 

Contingent Expenses of the Senate in regard to 

the purchase of the Register of Debates and An- 
nals of Congress. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Connecticut moves to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the resolution submitted by the Senator 
from Maryland [Mr. Kennepy] for the purchase 
of twenty copies of the Annals of Congress and 
Register of Debates. : 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following order: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate procure from 
the publishers, for the Library of the Senate, twenty copies 
of the Annals and Register of Debates of Congress; and pay 
for the same out of the contingent fund of the Senate, ata 
price not exceeding that heretofore paid for the same. 

Mr. DIXON. I send to the Clerk, to be read, 
/a statement showing what the expense of the 
|| books will be. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Annals of Congress. 
1] 42 volumes @ B5..cccccvccccscccvcccccccesccscces Gall 


BO BOWS. ccccccce cceqeces @ Opt eed eacvccacecespoces <p 20 
4,200 
Register of Debates. 
| 29 volwmesd @ BS. vccceccccccccccevessesees » $145 
| 20 BetUS vececcccecncvcsrcces seccee seceseeress 20 
—-— 2,900 


DI o> degtecube\neesvecmnein obbdadvennnten ieee 


Mr. CLINGMAN. [inquire whether there is 
any necessity for having as many as twenty 
copies? 

r. DIXON. I will state that these books are 
wanted for the use of Senators. It is the custom 
of Senators to take them to their residences dur- 
| ing the session, so that at leastas many as twenty 
| copies are required for the use of the Senate, in 


Hy 
| 


the judgment of the committee. They are to be 
|| furnished somewhat in the manner in which the 
Statutes at Large are furnished now, to be used 
during the session, and to be returned at the end 
of the session. The committee thought twenty 
copies would hardly be sufficient, but on the 
whole it was deemed proper to restrict the num- 
| ber to twenty copies. 

Mr. CLING AN. Ido not see the necessity 
for it. I take it for granted that we need not 
keep a copy in the library for each Senator to 
use in that way. It strikes me that a smaller 
number would be sufficient, say five or ten copies. 
| I do not like to make any motion, but I think it 
| an unnecessary expense. 

Mr. KING. I should like to inquire how many 
of these books have been had. Are there nota 
considerable number printed and lying in the In- 
terior or State Department ? 

Mr, DIXON. fam informed that there are only 
a very few copies on hand—the precise number I 
do not know, but not enough to supply the 
Senate. 

Mr. KING. I think we had better inquire how 
many we have on hand before we publish more. 
| | was opposed to the original publi€ation. 

Mr. DIXON. | inquired, and found that there 
were very few. 

Mr. KING. I would prefer to have the matter 
lie over until we can examine into that point. 

Mr. DIXON. I will state to the Senator that 
‘| there are not more than half a dozen copies on 
| hand. That is the information I received at the 
| Secretary’s office, 
| Mr. KING. Who informed you—the Libra- 
| rian? 
| Mr. DIXON. I made this inquiry at the office 
| of the Secretary of the Senate, and that was the 
| information I received. I cannot vouch for it, of 


|| course. 
Mr. KING. As the Senator cannot vouch for 
it, | prefer that resolution should lie over. 
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time since,a large number of copies of these books 
was distributed among the States; and one year 
ago a joint resolution was passed distributing not 
less than two or three hundred copies. [t seems 
to me, under those circumstances, singular that 


the Senate should order the purchase of more of 


these books for the use of this body. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Senate 
ready for the question ? ; 

Mr. BINGHAM. Whatis the question? — 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. On agreeing 
to the resolution. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
{** No!’’] 
of the resolution until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion of Mr. CLARK, it was 

Ordered, That D. J. Browne have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 

FORTS IN THE SECEDING STATES. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted by Mr. Dova.as | 
on the 13th instant: 


Was it offered to-day? 


form the Scnate what forts, arsenals, navy-yards, and other 


public works within the limits of the States of South Car- || 
Olina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, || 


and Texas, are now within the actual possession and oc- | 
cupation of the United States, and by what numberof men | 
each is garrisoned and held, and whether reinforcements 


are necessary to retain the same; and if so, whether the || 


Government has the power and means, under existing laws, 
to supply such reinforcements within such time as the ex- | 
igencies and necessities of the case may demand; and | 
whether the defense and protection of the United States | 
and their interests make it necessary and wise to retain 
military possession of such forts, places, and other prop- 
erty, except at Key West and Tortugas, and to recapture 
and reoccupy such others as the United States have been 
deprived of by seizure or surrender, for any other purpose, 
and with a view to any otber end than the subjugation and 
occupation of those States which have assumed the right 
to secede from the Union, and within whose limits such 
forts and other public property are situated; and, if such 
be the motives for recapturing and holding the forts and 
other public property, What military force, including regu- 


I move to postpone the consideration | 





lara and volunteers, would be necessary to enable the Uni- 
ted States to reduce the States aforesaid, and such others | 
as are supposed to sympathize with them, to subjection 
and obedience to the laws of the Union, and to protect the 
Federal capital. 


The pending question being on the motion of 


ted States,’’ where they first occur, in the follow- 
ing words: 


**And by what number of men each is garrisoned and held, 
and whether reinforcements are necessary to retain the 
same ; and if so, whether the Government has the power and 
means, under existing laws, to supply such reinforcements 
within such time as the exigencies and necessities of the 
case may demand ; and whether the defense and protection 
of the United States and their interests make it necessary 
and wise to retain military possession of such forts, places, 
and other property, except at Key West and Tortugas, and 
to recapture and reoccupy such others as the United States 
have been deprived of by seizure or surrender, for avy other 
purpose and with a view to any other end than the subju- 
gation and occupation of those States which have assumed | 
the right to secede from the Union, and within whose limits | 


such forts and other public property are situated ; and if | 


such be the motives for recapturing and holding the forts 
and other public property, what military force, including 
regulars and voluuteers, would be necessary to enable the 


United States to reduce the States aforesaid, and such others || 


| 


as are supposed to sympathize with them, to subjection and | 
obedience to the laws of the Union, and to protect the Fed- | 
eral capital.’ 

| 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. President, if I 
had succeeded in obtaining the floor yesterday, | 
at the close of the remarks of the Senator from | 
Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,] I should have trespassed 
buta very short time on the attention of the Sen- 
ate; and this morning I hope to consume not 
more than half an hour, for I am well aware that 
cach executive business remains to be disposed 
of. 

I regret that the Senator from Illinois felt it his | 
duty to visit with his criticism the brief and un- 





offer to the Senate the other day. There were 
many reasons why it seemed to me that course 
might have been avoided. [ had supposed that 
the Senator and myself, together sith gentlemen 
on this side of the Chamber generally, were en- 

in an attempt to find out the real policy of 
the Republican party; and that, whatever might 
be the differences on other points between us, in 


pretending remarks which I had the honor to 


that respect we were acting on a common line of 
conduct. In the speech which I made the other 4 


day, I recollect but two references to the Senator 


from Illinois: one of them expressing my approval | 


Mr. Cuark, to strike out all after the words ** Uni- 

















| the inability of the President, under existing laws, 
to collect revenue from the confederate States; 
| and the other, the declaration that I would vote 
| for the resolution of inquiry he had offered—not 


ginal proposition; because, from the nature of the 
inquiry, It seemed to contemplate the use of force 
by the Federal Government, and it was a call 
upon the President to know what reinforcements 
were required to hold the forts now in the pos- 
session of this Government, what additional force 
would be required to retake those in the possession 
of the confederate States and to reduce those 
States to obedience. 1 felt some reluctance about 


1 that I wholly approved the resolution as an ori- 
j 
| 


| supporting a resolution that looked to a contin- 


gency of that sort; but as, in my nes the 
effect of it would be to develop the policy of the 


| Administration, I stated that it would give me 


pleasure to support it. 

In the course of the remarks of the Senator from 
Illinois yesterday, he took occasion to go overa 
good deal of ground that has been very thoroughly 
argued and exhausted heretofore, in reference to 
territorial questions, and particularly in regard to 


| the Kansas bill, and he declared that the Repub- 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to in- | 


lican party had abandoned their distinctive prin- 
ciples. The Senator was good enough to compli- 
ment me, by saying that I had been an advocate, 
and an efficient one, of the Kansas bill, and b 
intimation, rather than by statement, sapetid, 
at least to my mind, the idea that I had through- 
out taken and held the views, growing out of the 
Kansas question, with which his name has been 
so prominently connected. 

I am very reluctant, sir, in the present condi- 
tion of the country, to make the slightest refer- 
ence to past issues. I had hoped that we should 
meet the present and future, and ignore the past. 
Reluctant as I am, however, I feel it my duty, in 
order that I may not be misunderstood, to make 
a very brief statement of the position I have oc- 
cupied upon that subject, so as to relieve myself 
from any misapprehension that might spring from 
the remarks of the Senator from Illinois. 

I was, sir, an advocate of-the Kansas bill. I 
voted for it in the House of Representatives, and 
defended its principles afterwards, as I under- 
stood them, and as they were understood by gen- 
tlemen generallygn the southern States, together 
with a respectable number in the northern States. 
I may state, very briefly, what has been often 
stated before and is well known to the country, 
that the friends of that measure differed upon one 
point, It was in regard to the question of terri- 
torial power. Ido the Senator from Illinois the 
justice to say that he has always been understood 
to hold that a Territorial Legislature possess the 
authority, pending the territorial condition, to 
exclude property in African slaves. I,in common 
with many other gentlemen, held a different opin- 
ion. The friends of the Kansas bill could not 
agree upon that point. They agreed to make it 
a judicial question, not a subject for legislative 
dispute; and accordingly they provided a mode 
in the bill itself by which that question might be 
tried by the judicial tribunals of the country; and 
if there was any principle which I understood to 
be settled, it was this: first, that any action of the 
territorial authorities should be in subordination 
to the Constitution of the United States; second, 
that the relation of the Constitution to the subject 
should be determined by the judiciary; and third, 
that all should acquiesce in the decision when 
rendered. And I believe that was the general un- 
derstanding of gentlemen from the southern States. 
[ shall not go over the subsequent ground which 


| has been made the subject of political discussion. 


It is enough in making this statement, rather than 
argument, to say that, in my opinion, the judi- 
cial decision was rendered in accordance with the 
views held by those with whom I coincided in 
opinion. The difficulties that have occurred since, 
political and otherwise, shall not form the topic 
of discussion by me, if I can avoid it,now. All 
I mean to declare now is, that while I was a friend 
of the Kansas bill, I do not hold, and never did 
hold, to the power of a Territorial Legislature, 
pending the territorial condition, to exclude prop- 
erty in African slaves from the common Territo- 
ries of the Union. Neither in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, while the bill was under discussion, 
nor upon the two or three occasions since when 
it has been my fortune to discuss the matter, have 





Mr.SHERMAN. lI can only say that,askort | of the argument he had offered to demonstrate 


| us that I committed a very grave error j 


| so far as I could sce, the Republicans in, 
| had abandoned none of their essential p 
| He says that I fell into that error fron 
_ to their declaration of principles at Chi 


CN ee 


i 
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< 
I ever advanced that theory. I know a 
tor from Illinois holds an opposite theor - 
has given his reasons for it to the public Ta 
not propose now to reopen the discussion yg, : 
that point; and I only allude to it here wb. = 
the course of his remarks yesterday, althoush, 
there was no distinct statement upon the suber, 
might have led to the inference that I was ler 
ognized friend of the view which he took of the 
question of territorial power. P 
Mr. President, the Senator from Illinois informs 








: N saying, 
in the course of my remarks the other day, the 
Congress 
rinciptes, 
1 looking 
cago, and 


would not have been in error if I had observed 


_ their patriotic devotion to the country recently jy 


the two Houses of Congress. Well, sir, I mys, 
say this is a new revelation. This is an import. 
ant fact, if true. Since when was it discovered 
by the Senator from Hlinois? Is it not strang 
that apparently he, and he alone, in all the coup. 
try, is aware of this highly important fact? pj 
my venerable predecessor know that the Repub. 
lican party had, in a spirit of patriotic devotion, 
abandoned their essential principles and conceded 
all, ay, more than the South could ask—in the Jap. 
guage of the Illinois Senator—when he made his 
fervid appeal to them on the very last night of 
the session? Is Virginia aware of this fact? Are 
these obstinate confederate States below here, 
aware of this fact? Nay, sir, I might ask are the 
Republicans themselves aware of the fact, glori- 
ous if true, that they have abandoned their essep- 
tial principles, and, in a spirit of devotion to, and 
love of their country, have given everything, and 
are disposed to give everything that the South 
can possibly ask, ay, and more too? I would it 
were so, sir; no man would welcome such a con- 
cae with more gratitude and delight than my- 
self. 

But, Mr. President, what is the evidence of this 
great conversion? It is that some months ago, 
more or less, bills for the organization of the Ter- 
ritories of Nevada, Colorado, and Dakota, passed 
the Congress of the United States without any 
provision in regard to African slavery, without 
the proviso. hy, s#, under the circumstances 
that surrounded the two Houses of Congress at 
that time, there is nothing in that fact that shows 
the slightest abandonment, I am sorry to say, of 
Republican principles, of their platform as an- 
nounced at Chicago; for allow me to read one pro- 
vision of it which bears particularly on the ques- 
tion now under discussion: 

“That the normal condition of al! the territory of the 
United States is that of freedom ; that as our republican 
fathers, when they had abolished slavery inall our national 
territory, ordained that ‘no person should be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law,’ it be- 
comes our duty, by legislation, whenever such legislation is 
necessary, to maintain this provision of the Constitution 
against all attempts to violate it ; and we deny the author- 
ity of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, or of any indi- 
viduals, to give legal existence to slavery in any Territory 
of the United States.”’ : 

Their own declaration of the principle only 
obliged them to put it in legislative form, “ when- 
ever such legislation should be necessary ”’ to give 
it effect. ence it was no violation of their dis- 
tinctive principles to omit the proviso in a terri: 
torial bill, if, in their opinion, it was unnecessary 
to secure the exclusion of slavery in the Territo- 
ries, which is one of their underlying principles. 
But, sir, the Republicans did not possess the pow - 
to put the proviso in. How came those territoria 
bills to pass? They were anxious to have —. 
Territories organized; they were quite aware that 
the present Administration wou d have the af 

intment of all the officers. It was Sunoeae 
bore upon the floor of the Senate that they o 
that they ran no risk. They believed that, w! 
the judicial and other Federal officers appo™ 
by this Administration, to construe what they © 
the ‘normal condition’’ of the Territories, °” 
with the character of the population they ae 
there, there was no danger of property '9 ® i. —- 
being recognized within the limits of those — 
tories, and they were quite confident ae, 
judge inted by the present President 0 . 
United tates would rule that there is no pow! 


in Congress, in a Territorial Legislature, oF in 
individuals, to give existence to slavery : 
any Territory of the United States; and they felt, 
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in that particular, as safe as if the bills had a thoa- 
sand provisoes in them. Besides, they had not 
the power, as I said; they could not command a 
majority in the Senate to put the proviso if; and 
if they could have commanded a majority in both | 
Houses of Congress, the then President of the 
United States would have vetoed the bills. 

These facts are well known. Hence the Re- 
pubiicans in Congress, anxious to have these 
lerritories organized, sure of the patronage of 
the Government in the appointment of all the of- 
ficers, feeling that they ran no risk whatever, 
allowed these territorial governments to be organ- 
ized without putting in a proviso on the subject 
of slavery; and this ts heralded to the country as 
evidence that the Republican party, in a spirit of 
patriotic devotion to the Constitution and the 
rights of q! the States, have abandoned their dis- 
tinctive principles,and that there isnowno ground 
of complaint upon the part of any portion of the 
South, for they have received all, ay, in the lan- 
guage of the Senator, more than they everclaimed. 
” If that state of feeling exists on the part of the 
Republicans; if indeed, sir, they have abandoned 
their distinctive ee and are prepared to 
recognize property in African slaves, and to deal 
with the subject justly, how came it that they 
voted down, upon the very last night of the ses- 
sion, every proposition that had been offered in 
the nature of an amendment to the Federal Con- || 
stitution, for the purpose of securing it? Long || 
after these territorial bills had passed, upon vote || 
after vote in this and the other House, the un- 

| 





broken vote of the Republican party was recorded 
against any assurance, any guarantee, any recog- 
nition whatever, of the right of that description 
of property to Federal protection in or out of the 
Territories. 

But, sir, I will have no hide and-seek game. I 
want no small fencing on this subject. There 
they sit before me, the representatives of a ma- 
jority of the States of this Gnion of the Republi- 
can faith, and in the presence of the Senator from 
I\linois, and in the presence of the country, I ask 
them now, have you, Senators, abandoned any 
distinetive principle of the Republican platform ? | 

Mr. COLLAMER. Not that we are aware of. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. | I repeat, sir, I would 
it were so; but I will not captribute to deceive the | 
people of the State that I in part represent, by | 
telling them that, in my opinion, the Republicans | 
have abandoned their principles, when | know 
they have not, and when, in the presence of the 
country to-day, there is no one upon that side who 
willavow that he has given up one idea, one word, 
in the political platform that brought the present 
Administration into power. Nay, sir, no longer 
ago than the 4th of March, from the eastern por- 
co of the Capitol, and in the presence of a great 
assembly of his countrymen, the President of the 
United States declared in the most solemn manner 
that this platform of political principle remained 
a law to him and to his political friends; and yet 
the Senator from Illinois says he will expect me 
when I return to Kentucky, through the mount- 
ains and over the plains of my native State, to 
announce to her people that the Republican party, 
abandoning theirprinciplesand agreeing in a spirit 
of patriotism and love ofgountry to do equal jus- 
tuce to all the States of the Union, have given the 
South all that she is entitled to ask, ay, and more. 
Sir, I shall do no such thing. In my opinion, it 
would be a deception upon the people, and, for 
one, | will have no part in practicing it. 

So much for that, Mr. President. It gave me 
pain to be obliged to declare, on the floor of the | 
Senate, that during all the convulsions of the last 
winter, I had been able to see no evidence of a pur- | 
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| I feel bound to say, Mr. President, and 


| country. 
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and next because, being anxious to have the Ter- 
ritories organized with the population they had 
there, and with the oe of the Administra- 
tion, judicial and otherwise, they felt that there 
was no hazard that any constitutional right of 
slave property claimed by the South would be 
allowed in those Territories. If Iam wrong, I 
desire now to be corrected by some Senator on the 
Republican side of the Chamber. If I am right— 
and their silence, as well as the well-known facts 
of the case, assure me that | am right—then this 


| new announcement given out to the country, that 
| there should be harmony, peace, and perfect tran- 


| quillity, because the Republican party intend to 
give the South all she wants and more than she 


_has claimed, is a premature announcement, cal- 


culated only to mislead and delude the people. 

{ do it 
witha great deal of regret, that itseems to me the 
Republican party is hardening and consolidating 


| every day; and one of the gloomiest signs of the 


times is, that it is arraying itself in solid phalanx 
upon its distinctive principles, in the presence of 
the tremendous events that are upon us in this 
If it gives up a fort in the confederate 
States, it does it in agony and with tears, and de- 
clares that the reason is nota political, but purely 
amilitary reason. Inthe organization of the Gov- 


| ernment, the most radical, anti-slavery, and ag- 


gressive of that party occupy the most conspicuous 
positions in the Cabinet, upon this floor, in the 
foreign missions, and elsewhere. Whom are you 


| confirming for public office aor day, but men 
n 


who trample, without shame, the Constitution 
under their feet; who refuse to recognize that pro- 


| vision which provides for the return of fugitives 
| from labor; who have boasted, upon the floor of 
| the House of Representatives, and elsewhere, that 

they have been personally engaged in running 
'away negro slaves? They are confirmed by this 


Senate. These evidences look in any other direc- 


| tion than a purpose on the part of your political 


organization, Senators, to yield any of your dis- 
tinctive and aggressive principles. No, sir; the 
complaint that has sundered this Confederacy, and 
that, if not soon remedied, is likely to sunder it 
still more, is, that a majority of the States of this 
Union, and the common Government of the whole 
which they have put in power, is hostile, aggress- 
ive, will not be impartial between the States and 
their institutions, will not recognize the property 
of nearly half the States, and will in no form give 
it Federal protection. Will you do it? If yea, 
say so. There is no Senator upon the other side 
of the Chamber that will agree to do it. It is, 1 


_ charge, the fixed purpose of the Republican or- 
|, ganization to exclude, directly or indirectly, from 


every inch of the common territory of the Union, 


| every citizen of every southern State who desires 
| to carry with him his slave property; in other 


words, you do not intend to allow property in 
slaves to be recognized or protected in any form 
in the common Territories of the Union. Is not 
thattrue? Then let the issue be understood. The 
danger is imminent. We cannot cure the public 


| disorders by deceiving ourselves or others. This 


is your platform; these are your principles; and, 
unless the pegple turn their representatives out of 
power, these principles will be rigidly carried into 


| execution, 


Mr. President, I will not abuse the patience of 
the Senate by enlarging on these subjects. I may 
be allowed to say a few words, before I close, to 
Senators on the other side of the Chamber. We 
have been sitting here since the 4th day of March, 
looking ata dismembered Confederacy; looking at 


| seven States associated together in a Federal gov- 


ernment, daily consolidating and confirming their 


pose on the part of the Republicans to give up any || power; looking at the discontents in other States; 


of their essential principles; but it was the truth, 


| witnessing, in silence and impotence, the move- 


and | felt bound to speak the truth; and one object || ments in the border States, which are still loyal, 


that I had in the remarks which I made the other || 
day was to point out to Senators upon the Repub- | 
lican side that I feared there was no mode to re- 
store the union of the States unless they could 
yield those distinetive principles; for I regarded 
them as at war with the true principles of the 





| 





clinging to a hope of settlement, and exerting 
| themselves to bring about a reunion of the States; 
and yet, I grieve to say that no evidences have | 
seen on that side of the Chamber of a disposi- 
tion to meet these endeavors half way. 

Mr. President, the border slave States them- 


Constitution, and incompatible with the continued || selves cannot reunite this Confederacy. The ma- 


existence of the Government. eerneeee here 
very- 
ody knows that the Republicans did not put the | 
Proviso in, first, because they had not the power 
at that time to do it; and if they had the legislative 
power it would have been vetoed by the President; 





|| jority of the people of the non-slaveholding States, 
i} whom you are supposed to represent, alone have 


it in their power to do so; and, sir, I express the 
| Opinion with grief, but with conviction, that un- 
| less, in a short time, the people whom: you rep- 
| resent manifest a spirit to give cordially and freely 


; 





| 
| 








| speak. 


, non-slaveholding 


the full measure of their constitutional rights to 
the southern States, the question will be solved in 
one of three ways. Either we shail drift into civil 
strife, although that will not be the result if you 
give the people of the country an opportunity to 
Some time ago my apprehensions were 

reat that we were upon the eve of civil war. 

hey have been, to a great extent, relieved; and 
my opinion now is, that, if you will give the peo- 
ple, north and south, an Gpportunity to speak, 
in no event will there be civil war; but if we have 
not civil strife, then another possible solution 
would be a peaceable separation of this Confed- 
eracy by treaty. That you may come to if noth- 
ing be done; but if the Republican statesmen and 
people remain firm, rigid, and determined, there 
is one other result that you may drive them to. I 
am not giving my opinion upon the merits of these 
different courses of conduct, but my —* as 
to the probable result. The third possibly would 
be, if neither of the others took effect, the forma- 
tion upon the confederate States, and upon their 
constitution, of State after State who believe that 
it represents the true principles of the original 
Federal system. The Crittenden resolutions, cor- 
dially adopted at the beginning of the late session 
of Congress, would have prevented the withdrawal 
of every State except South Carolina. The dan- 
ger is great now that even the cordial adoption of 
those resolutions would not recall the confederate 
States into the Union; and I venture modestly, 
but with great confidence in its truth, to say that, 
if six months shall elapse without an active, wide- 
spread, fraternal disposition manifested on the part 
of the Republican people and statesmen of the 
North to meet us upon such grounds as have been 
indigated by the mass of the southern statesmen 
in the two Houses of Congress, you make up 
your minds, gentlemen, either to provide by treaty 
for a peaceful severance, or, if obstacles continue 
to be thrown in the way, it will settle itself by 
State after State —— uniting with the con- 
federate States on the constitution they have 
formed; and, as far as I can see, you gentlemen 
upon the other side of the Chamber, and the peo- 
ple whom you represent, alone have it in your 
power to avert this result. 

Sir, we in the border States speak with some 
feeling on this subject. Our cu posi- 
tion, our habits of thought—all our associations 
—incline us to a union of all the States. Those 
of us who live a few miles on either side of the 
border, if the passions of men should become 
aroused, and if indeed human nature has made no 
progress since the times of the Peloponnesian war, 
and if without cause, and with no rational end in 
view, men shall rush into war, would be engaged 
in it; yes, and would even have to contribute our 
children to the unnatural strife. Hence, sir, while 
we speak regretfully, we speak plainly. 

If the border slave States have a convention, as 
seems now to be sam and the people of the 

tates should deem it their duty 
to reject such propositions as they may make, 
the present disruption of the Federal Union will 
inevitably extend to fifteen States, and then the 
other States will array themselves accorditi® to 
their judgment of the fidelity of the two constitu- 
tions to the true nature of a confederacy and the 
true spirit of our political system; and it may be, 
gentlemen, that at no distant day that will be the 
argest confederacy on this continent 

Mr. President, it may be presumptuous in me 
to offer these reflections, and throw out these sug- 

estions. I do it with perfect respect, and in per- 
ect good faith. But, sir, what is our present and 
immediate condition? What is the policy of this 
Administration, and what the policy of the dom- 
inant party in the Senate, on the question that 
threatens immediate collision ? e have now 
been in special session of the Senate for three 
weeks; every hour of every day during those three 
weeks, the danger has been imminent of a collis- 
ion of arms and bloodshed, the ultimate conse- 
quences of which no man can foretell. Do Sen- 
ators on the other side know and approve of the 


| policy and purposes of the Administration in re- 


| 


rd to that issue? Can it be possible that the 

resident of the United States will allow the Sen- 
ate, which is his constitutional adviser, to be in 
session for three weeks during such a crisis as 
this country never saw, without communicating 
to any member of it the policy he intends to pur- 
sue in the midst of such events? 
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If no Senator knows it, I ask if itis not the duty 
of the Senate to express its opinion upon the pol- 
icy to be pursued? Some Senator says: ‘' 1 wili 
give my opinion to the President when he asks 
for it.”’ Sir, that is technical, altogether too tech- 
nical for the present condition of the country. It 
is the constitutional right of thé Senate to advise 
the President; it 1s the constitutional right of the 
representatives of the States to express their opin- 
ion upon the present disorders; and if, indeed, it 
be the judgment of this Senate that a true peace 
policy should be pursued, why will not the Sen- 
ate of the United States, by resolution, relieve the 
anxiety and alarms of the people by expressing | 
their sense that the troops of the 
should be withdrawn from the limits of the Con- 
federate States, in order that time might be given 
for the possibility of an amicable adjustment ? 

Jt seems, sir, that we are to have no vote upon 
any resoluuion. 1 would notdesire a fairer record, 


tions on this point; but 1 was told that, if they Kentucky to-day has not disproved 


had, under peculiar circumstances, surrendered 


| the Wilmot proviso and their aggressive policy 


in the Territories, and adopted the doctrine of 
non-intervention, il was nol magnanimous in me, 
who was the victor in the success of the principle, 


to be boastful in the hour of my triumph. The 
| fact was not denied; but I was told it was not 


nited States | 


or one by which 1 would be more willing to live || 


and die, than to have my name recorded in favor 
of a resolution advising the President of the Uni- 
ted States to make all bloodshed impossible by 
withdrawing the troops from the limits of the 
confederate States; and if Senators will agree to 
give us a vole on such a resolution, and take the 
vote without debate, I will have the honor to in- 
troduce it as soon as I have closed the remarks | 
am now making. Will Senators do it? Will they | 
express their opinions in any way; or, will they | 
sit still, and allow the country to drift aimless | 
and purposelessalong into whatever vortex chance | 
may prepare for it? Has not the country aright | 
to know what policy is to be pursued by the pres- | 
ent Administration? As far as 1 can see, sir,a 

most haiting policy: a hesitating movementynade 
to-day, and then waiting, with ears erect and 
trembling nerves, to hear the popular response ; 
or, | should say, rather, the party response. Sir, 
in my opinion, the pee »le of this country, and 
pee also, will hold the President—ay, and 
vold us, assembled here to-day, his constitutional 


| 
| 


j 


advisers, to our share of the responsibility, if this || 


disastrous, haluing, and hesitating policy plunges | 
this country into the calamities of civil strife. 
But, sir, it is idle for me, or any of us on this 
side, to talk. We are powerless; you have the 
numbers. Again, as the last suggestion that I 


expect to make during this speciai session of the || 
give itasmy || 


Senate, | respectfully and earnest 
opinion that the best deed this body could do for | 
a distracted and anxious country would be, by 
resolution, to advise the President to withdraw 


the troops from the confederate States, and thus | 


render bloodshed impossible. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I shall tres- 
pass on the — of the Senate but a very few 
moments. It certainly was not my purpose, in 
the remarks I made yesterday, to say anything 
which the Senator from Kenwecky could by pos- 
sibility have construed as an attack upon him, or 
an arraignment of the propriety of his conduct. 
During the last days of the late session, in reply 
to the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] who 
seemed to think it was the duty of the slavehold- 
ingeStates now in the Union to take their depart- 


excluded from all participation in the Territories | 
of the United States, | felt it my duty, by pre- | 
sentation of historical facts, to show, as I did 
then show, that the preBent Territories of the 
United States are all organized on the basis that 
citizens of each State may move into them with 
their property of every kind, without gunapting 
slaves, and hold the same on terms of entire equal- 

ity; and hence, that the Senator from Virginia 
was under an entire mistake, in fact and in law, 
when he said that the South had been excluded 
from a fair and just participation in the Territo- | 
nes of the United States. | 





Again: during the debate that has occurred at 
this extra session, | had occasion to present the 
same facts to show that the Republican party, 


| 


magnanimous for me to remind them that they 
had abandoned the proviso; that they had aban- 
doned the doctrine of prohibiting slavery in the 
Territories by act of Congress, and have adopted 
the doctrine of non-intervention, for which | had 
contended for so many years. My reply was, 
that I did not refer to it in the spirit of taunt, or 


|| of triumph, but for a much better and a more 


patriotic purpose. I referred to it for the pur- 
pose of showing that the slaveholding States now 
in this Union have no cause of complaint that 
they have not their just rights in all the Territo- 
ries of the United States. 1 referred to it for that 
reason, and that I take to be a patriotic object. 


|| My object was to deprive those who wished to 
|| precipitate the border States into revolution, of 


any pretext of doing so, so far as the territorial 
question was concerned, for the reason that all 
had been granted on the subject that the South, 
in former times, had demanded. 

Hence, sir, I will not conceal my surprise that 
the Senator from Kentucky should have followed 
up that debate by a denial of every position that 
I had assumed in the debate with the Senator 
from Virginia, and with the Republicans on the 
other side of the Chamber, on this question. I 
do not mean a denial in specific terms, but a de- 
nial much more broad and comprehensive; for he 
made the denial that they had abandoned one 
iota of their aggressive policy upon the subject 
of slavery, and referred to the exclusion of the 
South from all participation in the Territories as 
the evidence that they had not abandoned it; and 
then asserted two or three propositions, to which 
I will invite the attention of the Senate. The 
first was, that the southern States now in the 
Union will not remain a part of the Union unless 
they have the right to emigrate with all their prop- 


| erty into the Territories of the United States on 
| an equality with all other property; or, failing to 


get that, unless they have an equitable division 
of the Territories. Now, sir, lam not mistaken 
in saying that the Senator from Kentucky as- 


sumed the proposition distinctly, that the South 


|| demanded one of those two propositions, and 


| that the southern States would not remain in the 


since they came into power, have, by unanimous | 


vote, organized all the Territories of the United | 
States on the basis of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, | 
without the Wilmot proviso, and without any 
distinetion between slave property and every other 
kind .of property. 
speech by a Somehlinn 


; 





| 


A reply was made to that | the 


Union unless they got one or the other. What 
next? He then proceeded to express his delib- 
erate conviction that these slaveholding States 
had no ground to expect that they would obtain 
either of those propositions. Having first made 
those terms as the conditions on which those 
States would stay in the Union, having next af- 
firmed solemnly his conviction that those terms 
would never be granted, he proceeds to his con- 
clusion. What was that? 
** Soon, very soon ”— 


Speaking of Kentucky— 


’ ’ | “from peak to peak of her mountain tops, and atong all 
ure immediately, because the South had been || ‘ 


her smiling plains, will ring out a clear cry for equality and 
justice. She will exhaust all honorable'means to reunite 
these States ; but if that fails, she will not lay her bright 
and beaming forehead in the dust, but, turning to her 
southern sisters, with whom she is identified by geograph- 
ical position, and by the ties of friendship, of intercourse, 
of commerce, and of common wrongs, she will unite with 
them to found a noble Republic and invite beneath its stain- 
less banner such other States as know how to keep the 
faith of c ets, and to respect constitutional obligations 
and the comity of a confederacy.”’ 

That is what these border States were to do if 
they did not get one or the other of the proposi- 
tions stated by the Senator from Kentucky, and 
after the Senator from Kentucky had told them 
they had no ground to expect they would get 
either. Having established, then, that there was 
no hope of getting their right, Kentucky, from 

k to peak of her mountain tops, from her val- 
ys, and from her smiling plains, was to issue 
forth the cry for justice and equality. My object 
was to demonstrate that there was no foundation 
for such acry. It was to demonstrate that Ken- 
tucky now has both justice and equality in all 
erritories, according to the test prescribed 


Senator; but when the | by the Senator himself. I do,not think I amas- 
er came to that portion of it,hedid notdeny | sumi 
truth of any one of the statements that I had || stra 


too much when I assert that I demon- 
yesterday that such was the case; Nor am 


made, nor the accuracy of any one of the posi- | I assuming too much when I say the Senator from 
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and also that, in point of fact, the 
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|| stead of 36° 30’, giving the South half a 
| more than the Crittenden proposition elai 
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to emigrate into the Territories with 
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The Senator has not denied either of those proy 
D- 


ositions. He has not attempted to 
| he cannot disprove them. "He aes: 
| man to make the attempt. He knows that jh, ; 
| Territories have been organized on the basis .; 
| the Kansas-Nebrasixa bill. So far as the oe 
of Congress over siavery is concerned, so fay z 
| the power of the Territorial Legislature over i 
very is concerned, the language is icentica| inal 
these new Territories with the provisions of 4), 
| Nebraska bill. How does he evade—fido nyo; »,, 
| the word in an objectionable sense—but how do. 
| he avoid (perhaps that is a better word) theforee 
| of this position? Why, he says, there was a dis. 
| pute about the meaning of the Kansas-Nebras), 
bill. There was no dispute about its terms, Thor» 
never was any dispute in regard to the fact tha; 
established non-intervention by Congress, Ther. 
was no dispute that it left the Territorial Legis. 
lature free to legislate on all rightful subjects of 
legislation consistent with the Constitution, Ther: 
was no dispute that the validity of all territoria) 
enactments was to be decided by the Supreme 
Court on appeal from a territorial court. Ter 
was, however, a difference of opinion as to how 
the court would decide on the validity of a terri. 
torial enactment which might thereafter pass, on 
an appeal to the court. Such a case has never 
arisen. There will be differences of opinionamong 
lawyers how the court will decide the same ques- 
tion when it comes up for decision from Colorado, 
Nevada, and Dakota, under the bills passed during 
the lastsession. Butthe Senator from Kentucky 
and myself stand pledged to abide by the decision 
of the court when it should be made on each case 
as it should come up; and it would be our duty to 
do it, whether we were pledged or not. 

The Senator from Kentucky thinks that the 
Dred Scott case has covered those disputed points. 
If so, it prescribes the rule for Colorado, Nevada, 
and Dakota, and gives all you claim in those Ter- 
| ritories. If it has not decided the question, it 
leaves those Territories, with all the other Terri- 
tories, under the terms of the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill. Hence i repeat the assertion that all the 
Territories, of the United States are now organ- 
ized on the basis of non-intervention by Congress 
with the subject of slavery in those Territories, 
leaving the people to decide the question as they 
| please, subject only to the limitations of the Con- 
| 





stitution, and leaving the courts to ascertain wha! 
those limitations are. That isali the South have 
ever asked.. There never were three members 11 
this body from the South that ever proposed any 
| further protection than that. 
| Now, sir, the Senator from Kentucky does not 
| deny that I have stated the character and princ!- 
| ple of all these territorial bills correctly and truth- 
fully. He does not deny that the Republican 
party unaaimously voted for those bills, and that, 
| too, without the Wilmot proviso. I repeat, they 
| voted for those bills unanimously, and withou! 
the Wilmot proviso. He does not deny these 
| facts; he cannot; the record would contradict him: 
| but he attempts to avoid the force of them by any 
ing that the Republicans have not surrendered tht 


| essential principles of their party. That 's pot 
what I was talking about. My statement ye 
| specific, that they have voted for bills organizi"= 
all the Territories of the United States, on | 
basis of the Kansas-Nebraska act, without \° 
Wilmot proviso; and hence that, in the orgs 
ization of these Territories, they have seeron: 
the Wilmot proviso; they have abandone al 
doctrine of congressional intervention; they 55° 
repudiated the doctrine of the congressional p'" 
hibition of slavery. That fact cannot be denie 
If that fact be true, then the southern 08 
stand, in respect to all the Territories of the ~ 
ted States, on better terms than they here es ’ 
stood since this Government began; and W! a 
stated yesterday, and repeat again to-day sd 
from 1787, when the Constitution of the ~ 
States was made, up to 1859, there was a eines E 
sional prohibition of slavery in some of t ws ‘he 
ritories; and hence, during that whole perio¢, 
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South was not permitted by Congress to enter all 


the Territories with their slave aa on an 
equal footing with other property. By the action 
of the last session of Congress, supported by the 


unanimous vote of the Republican party, all the | 
|| law on these points. 


‘Territories are now open, for the first time, to such | 
emigration on terms of equality. Can this fact 
be denied? The laws are on the statute-book. | 
Hence the slaveholding States stand now, in re- 
spect to their equal rights in the Territories, ona 
firmer position, and a broader one, than they ever 
have stood from the day the Constitution was 
made. Ifthe South had justice during any of that 
time, it has got more than that now. It did occur 
to measa little strange that at the very point of ume 
when this great concession was made to the South, 
by which she secured, for the first time durmg 
our national existence, entire equality in all the 
Territories for her slave property, on an equal 
footing with every other kind of property, an 
attempt should be made to induce the southern 
people to think that they had just been deprived | 
of that which had just been secured to them. | 

Again: after having proved that, under the law, 
the South had equal rights with the North in all | 
the Territories, | went on and proved that in fact 
she enjoyed all the benefits of an equitable parti- 
tion also. I stated yesterday that by the territo- 
rial law slavery is protected in all the territory 
south of the thirty-seventh parallel; whereas the 
Crittenden proposition only proposed to have it 
thus protected south of 36° 30’. The State of 
Kentucky considers Mr. Crittenden’s proposi- 
tion an equitable division. Then, I presume, the 
Senator from Kentucky will not dispute what his 
State has declared on this subject. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I was willing to 
accept it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. He was willing to accept 
36° 30’ as dn equitable partition. I have demon- 
strated to him that, under the law as itnow stands, 
the slaveholders have, in point of fact, every foot 
of territory south of 379, half adegree more than 
the Senator from Kentucky himself was willing | 
to accept. Why should he not be satisfied? He 
has got more than he asked on the score of equi- 
table division; he has got half a degree more than 
his State demanded on principles of equitable di- 
vision; he has got the right to go into all the Ter- | 
ritories under the law of Congress, for which the | 
Republicans all voted a few weeks ago. Hence 
| affirm again that the southern States possess, 
both in law and in fact, all the advantages of both | 
the propositions which the Senator laid down, | 
and only one of which he demanded as a matter | 





of right. | 


On this statement of facts, I think I had aright 
to appeal to the Senator from Kentucky, as a man 

who loved this glorious Union and wished to see | 
it preserved, to return to his native State, and 
from peak to peak of every mountain top, and in 
every valley, and upon every smiling plain, pro- 
claim to the people of Kentucky that now, for | 
the first time since the election of Mr. Lincoln, | 
the South has got justice and equality in all the 





Territories. I did not ask him to say that the 
Republican party had surrendered all their essen- 
tial principles. I did not ask him to say or do 
anything that will promote the interests of that 
party. I do not intend myself, any further than 
duty to my country requires me, to do any act that 
will advance that party. _ I do not believe in the 
political creed of that party. I do not believe 
that the best interests of the country will permit 
them to exercise its power. Still; I prefer the 
Union, even under a Republican Administration, 
‘o disunion under any circumstances. Inasmuch 
as it is true that they have, in the late territorial 
organizations, recognized the rights of the South | 
in all the Territories, and placed the southern man 
on an equality with the northern man; inasmuch 
as it is true that, in point of fact, all the territory | 
south of 370 is slaveholding territory, and that | 
they have not attempted to repeal the slave code | 
of New Mexico and abolis slavery—these truths, 
these great facts, which demonstrate to the south- 
ern people that equality and justice have already 
en extended to them, ought to be prociaimed 
’y every loyal Union man in every slaveholding | 
State, That is ali ask. I demand that every 
fact and truth which can be uttered by a Union 
man to allay sectional strife, to calm the irritation 
in the slaveholding States, to restore reason and 
patriotism, ought to be proclaimed and urged, in 


| 





order that we may hereafter proceed to secure 


|| such constitutional guarantees as will prevent the 


| recurrence of these strifes. 

| I believed the Senator from Kentucky had in- 
| advertently fallen into grave errors of fact and of 
I think he must now be 
| satisfied such was the case. I thought he would 
| take itas an act of kindness if, in respectful terms, 
| I pointed out those errors of fact and of law, and 
thus enabled him, as a Unior man, to go home 
: to Kentucky and tell that people, ‘* while we are 


bound to submit to a Republican Administration, 
unpleasant and disagreeable as it,is, yet we have 
secured equality of rights in all the Territories, 
under ihe aw. and an equitable division in point 
of fact besides; and hence we have no excuse, no 
pretext for dissolving the Union, so far as the ter- 
ritorial question isconcerned.’? Then, what more 
should he tell them? He should tell them that, 
having got their rights in the Territories, he was 
| gratified to be able to say also, that, notwithstand- 
ing the party pressure, the last Congress had, by 
| a vote of two thirds, proposed an amendment to 
the Constitution prohibiting any future amend- 
ment by which Congress could ever interfere with 
slavery in the States. ‘*Thus,’”’ he could say, 
‘* we have two assurances: one that our rights shal! 
never be violated in the Territories, and another 
that they shall never be violated in the States of 
the Union.” I had hoped he would be willing to 
go back to Kentucky and proclaim these facts to 
the people, and let them judge whether these facts 
did not furnish assurances that they might expect 
justice and equality in the Union. 

I was in hopes he would go further, and say 
that while it was true that some portions of the 
Republican party do actually deny the right of 
property in man, the whole party does not hold 
to that doctrine; that there is a division in the 
Republican party on that point—some claiming 
that slavery may be legalized, that the right of 
property in person may exist, while others deny 
that proposition. I had hoped, too, that when he 
referred to these divisions in the Republican party 
he would have cited the fact that Mr. Lincoln, the 
President of the United States, was among those 
who held the doctrine that there is such a thing as 
a right of property in a slave, and hence that the 
southern States had a right to demand an efficient 
fugitive slave law for the return of their slaves. 
Mr. Linco!n has proclaimed these opinions. He 
has never taken them back. He holds, therefore, 
that there is such ategal right of property ina 
slave as enables the master to reclaim him, and 
mukes it the duty of the Government to protect 
that right. Then there isa case in which Mr. 
Lincoln himself recognizes the right and duty of 
Federal protection toslave property. Heacknowl- 
edges the right of Federal protection, the duty of 
Congress to pass a law affording that Federal pro- 
tection, the duty of the officers to execute the 
law; and he has proclaimed in the inaugural his 
purpose to carry out that law, and furnish that 
Federal protection according to the laws of the 
land. 

The Senator, then, is mistaken in supposing 
that there is no instance in which a Republican 
Administration would furnish Federal protection 
to slave property. I am aware that there isa 
general opinion at the South that the Republican 
party deny that there can be a right of property 
in man in any case; and it is supposed that they 
have said so in the Chicago platform. They have 
said nosuch thing. They have said what amounts 
to an irresistible implication that the reverse is 
true. In all the slaveholding States the courts 
have held, and in the free States, too, I believe, 
that the master of a slave has a qualified right of 
property in that slave—not an unqualified one, 
An unqualified right of property is that which 
you may exercise as you please. You have an 
| unqualified right of property in. your horse, in 

your ox; and you may use them, or you may 
destroy them. Not so with your slave; not so 
with your child; not so with your apprentice boy. 
In all the domestic relations, the right of property 
which you possess is a qualified right. Now, 
what does the Chicago platform say upon that? 
The fifth resolution says: p 

“That the present Democratic Administration has far 
exceeded our worst apprehensions in its measurejess sub- 
serviency to the exactions of a sectional interest, as espe- 
cially evinced in its desperate exertions to force the infa- 


mous Lecompton constitution upon the protesting people of 
Kansas ; in construing the personal relation between inas- 
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ter and servant to involve an tnqualijied property in per 
sons.”? 

They deny that the master has an “ unquali- 
fied’’ right, but assert, by irresistible implication, 
that his vies is only a qualified mght of prop- 
erty; and that is just what the courts hold in the 
South and in the North everywhere—a qualified 
right; one susceptible of being made the basis of 
a legel action in court; one to be enforced by de- 
crees of courts, and protected by the Government 
to the extent of its delegated powers. Mr. Lin- 
coln belongs to that wing of the Republican party 
which asserts this qualified right of ae in 
persons, and holds that it is the duty of the Fed- 
eral Government, in all its departments, to yielé 
protection to slave property in accordance with 
that provision of the Constitution which provides 
for the surrender of fugitive slaves. Hence ldo 
assert that it is not dealing fairly with this sub- 
ject to say that the Republicans deny that there 
is any such thingasa rightof property in a slave. 
It is unfair to say that the Republican Adminis- 
tration deny that the Federal Government shall 
protect slave property in any case, for their Pres- 
ident has told you in the inaugural that he will 
protect it in the cases provided for in the Consti- 
tution. 

I submit, then, whether I have not conclusively 
demonstrated these distinct propositions: that, 
under the laws as they now stand, slavery is not 
prohibited anywhere in the Territories of the Uni- 
ted States; that, in this respect, the South stand 
on a better footing than they ever have done, from 
the beginning of the Government; that, for the 
first time, all the Territories have been organized 
on the principle that slave property stood on an 
equal footing with other property, and that, too, 
by the unanimous vote of the Republican party; 
and hence the South not only have the legal right 
to claim, but they have the actual enjoyment of 
their share of the Territories, on the principle of 
an equitable division upon the parallel of 369 30’. 
The Senator from Kentucky has not denied either 
one of these propositions. I presume he will not 
deny them. His denial is, that the Republicans 
have abandoned their essential principles. I do 
not know what they consider to be their essential 

rinciples; 1 do not know what the Senator from 

entucky considers them to be. [am not the 
apologist of the Republicans. It is not my pur- 
pose to arraign them unjustly, or to defend them 
in the wrong. I assert that they have abandoned 
the Wilmot proviso for the doctrine of non-in- 
tervention in the ‘Territories. The excuse for 
that, as stated by the Senator from Kentucky, is, 
that they were not pledged to prohibit slavery 
except when it was ‘‘ necessary,’’ and, in thie 
instance, they did not deem it necessary. Sir, l 
thought this phrase “‘ when necessary,’ was a 
miserable dodge in the Chicago eleddorss when 
adopted; and [ thought it a still more miserable 
dodge’ when it was copied from the Chicago plat- 
form into the senatorial caucus platform last 
spring. ‘* When necessary!”’ Break up the coun 
try ona pledge to protect slave property when 
necessary, and then refuse to vote that it is neces- 
sary at all, or that they ever expect the time to 
arrive when it will be necessary. 

Mr. President, when did the Republicans, on 
former occasions, deem it necessary? They said 
it was necessary in 1854, when the Nebraska con- 
troversy was up, to have a prohibition of slavery 
in the identical territory now covered by Coiorado, 
by Dakota, and by Nevada. They then said it 
was absolutely necessary to have a prohibition 
there in order to keep slavery out; and because I 
was opposed to such a provision, I waa called a 
traitor to freedom, a traitor to the North! This 
is the identical territory about which that dispute 
oceurred. Did not the Republicans say that pro- 
hibition was necessary in,this identical territory, 
and inevery footof it? If it was necessary then, 
is itnotso now? Has the nature of that climate 
changed? Have the laws of God changed in that 
Territory? Has the nature of the negro or of the 
white man changed? If it was necessary then, 
it is necessary'now, They asserted the necessity 
then; they have refused to exercise the power 
now. This flimsy excuse will not answer. Their 
action amounts to an abandonment of the policy 
of the Wilmot proviso. They have now organ- 
ized the Territory about which the Nebraska 
fight was made seven years ago, on the identical 
principle of the Nebraska bill, for which the Sen- 
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ator from Kentucky and myself both voted. Then 
they have abandoned their doctrine; they have 
practically acknowledged that they were wrong 
in insisting upon it in that controversy. | 

But, Mr. President, the Senator from Ken- 
tucky is apprehensive that the Republicans are | 
going to apply the proviso, hereafter prohibiting 
slavery, in such country as it may be necessary. 
What country is that? I have repeated too often 
to have it forgotten, that they have organized 
every foot, every inch of territory we have got, 
without the proviso. They have nowhere else 
to put it. They have applied the principle of non- 
intervention and popular sovereignty to all our 
territory. Everywhere, wherever the American 
flag waves over American soil, in any Territory 
of the United States, there the Republicans, by 
their vote and their action, have sanctioned the 
principle of non-intervention. 

Mr. President, | will occupy no more time. I 
xnow the Senate is anxious to 
other business, and I regret that I have been com- 
pelled to oroupy so much time. I repeat, in con- 
clusion, what I said in the beginning, that my 
object, in the remarks I made yesterday, was | 
ookie to vindicate what I had previously said in | 
reply to other Senators, and thereby correct the 
misapprehension under which a portion of the | 
southern people were laboring in regard to the | 
true condition of the Territories. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 1 shall detain the 
Senate buta very little while. I feel thatit would 
be unjust to detain them long. Perhaps, under 
the circumstances, it would be but fair for me to | 


roceed with its 


speak for a few minutes. c 

Mr. President, I know nothing of the debate 
which the Senator from Illinois has had with the 
Senator from Virginia, nor with all the induce- 
ments to his late speech with which he has enter- 
tained the Senate. The case, as far as | am con- 
cerned, was a very simple one. In attempting to 
assist the Senator from Illinois in getting through 
a resolution of inguiry that might look in the 
direction of peace, | took occasion to express my 
regret that I had seen no evidence upon the part of 
the Republicans of abandoning any of their essen- 
tial principles. The Senator from Illinois, who 
seems to be alternately their eulogist and their 
denouncer, a few days afterwards rose and took 
infinite pains to prove that I had committed a great 
error, and that the Republican party, through their 
representatives here, in a patriotic spirit of devo- 
tion to, and cordial love for, their country, and 
to give equal rights to all the States, had aban- 
doned some of their essential principles, particu- 
larly had abandoned the whole theory of exclud- 
ing slavery from the Territories. That is what 
the Senator stated. It was a simple issue. 

Before I say a word on that, however, sir, le; 
me speak to another point. I will not charge the 
Senator from Illinois with a purpose either to mis- 
understand orto misrepresent what I said the other 
day; but he has been careful to call attention to 
two paragraphs in my remarks recently made in 
the Senate, and then to hint ata certain conclu- 
sion. He says that I declared that the southern 
States would not remain in the Union unless upon 
equal terms, or an equitable division. That is, 
perhaps, sufficiently near it. I —y just as well 
read, though, precisely what I did say. After 
speaking of what I merce as the principles of 
the Republican party, | said: 

“ There is an impassable gulf between this principle and 
that on which the whole body of the southern people stand. 
I Re by the evidences we could os of the practice 
of the Government in times gone by, recognizing and pro- 
tecting property of this description in the Territories, on 
the high seas, and everywhere within the Federal jurisdic- 
tion. I by the opinion, not to say the decision, of the 
highest judicial tribunal of the land, declaring that it is 
recognized by the Constitution, and entitled to like protec- 
tion with other property. I take the broad ground that this 
being a Confederacy of equal States, the States which rec-- 
ognize property in slaves, and upon which their institu- 
tions are in a great measure founded, will not consent to 
remain united in a Confederacy with other States who 
deny the existence of that property, who refuse to protect 
it, who will exclude it from every inch of the common 
domain of alb the States.” 

The Senator says that, after having announced 
this opinion, I went on to say that the South have 
no right to expect that they will ever receive pro- 
tection or recognition for property of this descrip- 
tion in the common Territories. Having declared 
that the States could not remain united without 
this recognition end protection, and then having 
declared that the South have no right to expect 


a 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 





that this recognition and protection will ever be 
obtained, the inference, he says, is irresistible that 
I was for instantly precipitating Kentucky out of 
the Union, The Senator, inadvertently no doubt, 
gave a slight twist to the language, as well as to 
the meaning, of my remarks. | did say, and have 
said, on more than one occasion, that, in my opin- 
ion, the temper of the dominant party in this 
country, as manifested by the acts of its repre- 
sentatives in the two Houses of Congress, gave 
the South no right to expect that they would agree 
to aprthing except not to abolish slavery in the 
States; and if I had no hope but that this party 
would ever remain the dominant party, ever re- 
main the representatives of these opinions, and 
adhere to them, my hope of the existence of this 
Confederacy ment ae gone. I spoke of the fact 
that the dominant party, through its representa- 
tives, would not give this recognition or protec- 
tion; and I said that equal States in a Confederacy 
could not remain united when property of vast 


| magnitude and value, upon which the institutions 


of half of them were founded, would not be rec- 
ognized or poereme- Whatever I myself, sir, 
might be willing to do, my deliberate opinion is, 
that it cannot exist under those conditions. Itis 
broken already, under those circumstances; and 
unless some energetic, active, straightforward, 
manly, thorough efforts are made to settle the 
question on broad, national, and thorough prin- 
ciples, it will break still further. It cannot be 
saved by trying to persuade the people that they 
have substantial advantages which they know 
they have not; it cannot be saved by attemptin 
to persuade the people that a dominant politica 
party have abandoned principles which they know 
they have not abandoned. And, sir, in the close 
of the remarks I made on that occasion, I used 
this language of earnest appeal to the represent- 
atives of the Republican party: 


“If there be a real desire to reunite all the States ina 
constitutional Union, instead of adhering, with stubborn 
tenacity, to those principles which will rive the Union as 
surely as the wedge rives the oak, instead of devising 


| schemes to demvralize the border slave States, and to divide 
and distract the South, address yourselves to the real ques- | 


tions at issue. Will your people agree that the common 
Government shall be impartial between these States and 
their institutions? Will it cease to aggress upon them? 
Will it cease to put them under the ban of the Republic ? 
Will it accord to them a proper share in the common in- 
heritance of all the States and all the people? These are 
the questions; and you, and you alone, and those you 
represent, can answer them.” 


That was the position I took, sir; and, although 
I do not charge that the purpose of the Senator 
was either to injure me personally in my own 
State or elsewhere, or to deceive the people of m 
own State, I mean to say that the manner in whic 
he stated the two propositions, together with the 
manner in which he construed them, and the in- 
ference that le appeared to draw, would be cal- 
culated, unless explained, especially coming from 
an eminent source who does not usually speak 
lightly, to produce a personally injurious effect. 

Now, Mr. President, a word or two on another 
point. The Senator says that the President of 
the United States does recognize property in 
slaves under the Constitution. I regret to refer 
to that eminent individual. I never do it except 
in terms of personal respect; and I only follow 
the example of the Senator in making a remark 
upon that point. The President of the United 
States, 1 bélieve, does recognize the obligation, 
either of the States or of the Federal Government, 
by suitable provisions, to restore fugitives from 
labor under the laws of the State from which they 
escaped. To that extent, it is but just to say that 
the President recognizes a qualified property in 
the labor of a slave within the slave States under 
certain ciréumstances. But, sir, at the same time, 
the President holds honestly to this principle: let 
me read it again; ihese plain and simple written 
declarations are worth more than all the ingenious 
inferences and arguments gentlemen can use. He 
holds honestly this principle: 

“That the normal condition of all the territory of the 
United States is that of freedom; that as our republican 
fathers, when they had abolished slavery in all our national 
territory, ordained that no person should be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law, it be- 
comes our duty, by legislation, whenever such legislation 
is necessary, to maintain this provision of the Constitution 
against all attempts to violate it; and we deny the author- 
ity of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, or of any indi- 
viduals, to give legal existence to slavery in any Territory 
of the United States.” 


That is the principle; that is the conviction of 
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the President of the United States: that 
viction of the majority on this floor. 
the principles of those they represented 


18 the cop. 
These are 
when the 

NOW or nor. 


I say, sir, that I will never have a part in tellin 


| my people that they are ge secure in al 


their constitutional rights in the erritories 
elsewhere, when I am confronted bya “a dm 
; . : rit 

of the States of this Union denying those ty 
that they deem to be essential; when I am . - 
fronted 7 a majority in both Houses of Con, 
gress, and by the whole power and patrona ro 
the executive Government. eto 

Now, sir, what could the Senator from Illinois 
have meant, when he said that the Republican 
party in ana in a patriotic spirit, had agreed 
to abandon their principles upon this subject, anj 
that it ought to be acceptable to the South as giv. 
ing them more than they have ever claimed: 

hat was the proof he eines ? The naked fae 
that territorial bills were passed through Congress 
at the last session without a prohibition of sla. 
very. I showed to you, sir, and to the Senay 
that it was because they had not the power to put 
the prohibition in. It could not have passed th 
Senate, or, if it did, would have been vetoed jy 
the President. I showed you besides, that they 
were to have the patronage of the Territories. 
the appointments of the judicial and other officers. 
and Poiaip ,as they do, that the normal condi. 
tion of the Territories is one of freedom, that po 
power exists on the part of Congress, a Territo- 
rial Legislature, or individuals, to give legal ey. 
istence to slavery ina Territory, they felt per 
fectly secure that not one man from the fifteen 
southern States, with one slave, would set his foot 
on and be protected within those Territories, 

I am invited, when I go back to Kentucky, to 
say to Kentuckians, ‘‘ All these complaints, all 
these disturbances, have been idle, and vain, and 
foolish; upon this point, at least, you are in an 
infinitely better condition than you ever were be- 
fore. You have a perfect right to go into the 
Territories wf oe United gg lone your slave 

roperty, and there enjoy it. hey will say to 
sag vee How?” “Why.” I will sa’ + shen hep 
been a territorial bill passed that did not contain 
a specific prohibition of slavery.’’ ‘ But,” they 
ask, ** does not the President of the United States 
hold that no authority can give legal existence to 
slavery within a Territory?” ‘ Yes.” “Has 
he not appointed the judges in this Territory?” 
‘© 'Yes.’’ ** And all the other officers?” “ Yes,” 
‘© They share his opinions?” ‘ Certainly.” Then, 
practically, in speaking of issues between great 
sections of a Confederacy about great interests, is 
it not belittling the han thing to say, that here 
are substantial rights, when all the power and all 
the machinery of the Government are leveled 
against those rights for their utter extinction’ 

hen I appeal to the Senators on the other side, 
knowing that their answer will be such as I would 
regret to hear; I appeal to Senators on the other 
side, if the Senator from Illinois was correct 10 
saying that they had abandoned their principles’ 
They answer that he was not; but with that ex- 
traordinary capacity for sticking to a point which 
characterizes the Senator from Illinois, in the face 
of what I have read; in the face of the declarations 
of the President; in the face of the declarations of 
Senators on this floor, he persists in saying that 
I must assure the people of Kentucky they were 
never in so good condition as they are now !0 
relation to this matter. , 

Sir, I cannot do it; I will not doit. | do not 
deny, as the Senator from IMinois said, that terti- 
torial bills have been passed this session without 
the Wilmot proviso; but I do een the inference 
he draws from it, and I do assert that it was done 
because the Republicans felt that they were per 
fectly secure in those Territories with the pie 

of the President and the appointment of ju te 
cial and other officers; and probably in addiios 
because, as the Senate was then constituted — 
the executive department of the Government, WI" 
the proviso the bills could not become laws, i. 
they wanted the Aperanoss — wanted the pa 
ronage. That is the simple fact. — . 

Twill not return, sir, - that prolific subject : 
the Kansas bill. I believe the statement | mave 
when I was first up, as well as my public = 
ments made heretofore, have rendered my eye 
upon that subject sufficiently explicit; an fet 
gratified that the Senator from Illinois did not 
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it to be his duty to controvert any statement that 
| made in regard to my position now or heretofore 
in connection with that subject. 

Mr President, | sum it up ina word, In the re- 
marks that I made the other day, | was scrupu- 
lous to avoid any reference to any Senator that I 
thought would elicit a reply, particularly to the 
Senator from Illinois. The only references 1 made 
to him were to approve his argument, and to say 
that 1 would vote for his resolution. But, sir, 
when I find myself charged with having made a 
grand mistake as to the purpose of the Repub- 
lican party, and when I am assured by their dec- 
larations, by their recorded principles, by their 
conduct, by their statements here on this floor, 
that | was not mistaken, I never can agree to allow 
it to be said, in the State of Kentucky, that I was 
mistaken, and that the Republican party intend to 
abandon allidea of preventing slavery going into 
the Territories of this Union. I would be glad 
to see that party hurled from power; not that I 
have the least malice against it; on the contrary, 
my personal relations with such of its members 


would be glad to see it hurled from power, and a 
party inaugurated in its stead which would adjust 
this question upon sound, equal, and constitu- 
tional principles. I hope it may be so; I shall 
contribute all the efforts in my power to thatend; 
but, sir, if we are to be saved, we must know the 
public danger; and when the people, who are 
about to act upon this oon subject in all its as- 
pects, do act, let them do it with a full and thor- 
ough understanding of the aims, the tendencies, 
a the purposes of political parties in this coun- 
try. If they can agree, well. If we can reunite 
all the States, better, best. If we cannot, at least 
let us act with a full knowledge of the true state 
of the case, and not go off into by-paths upon 
subordinate, incidental, and inconclusive o— 
and questions. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate proceed 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


[ have to say on that point is, they have done it. 
It is nota question of what they intend to do; it 
jis done. They have organized every Territory 
| in America without the proviso: the act is. accom- 
| plished. It will not do for the Senator to deng 
|| that they intended to do what they have done, 

Again: the Senator attempts to prove that such 
is not the purpose of the Republican party, by 
reading what they said in the Chicago platform 
| before the election, to contradict what ibe party 
have done by their recorded votes since the elec- 
tion. The Chicago platform cannot prove that 
every Republican in this Senate did not, since 
that platform was adopted, vote on the yeas and 
nays for the organization of each Territory with- 
out the proviso. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Ask them the reason. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam not talking with them 
about the reason. I am talking about the fact. 
| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Will the Senator 
| allow me one moment? 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 
|| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. tie speaks of the 








|| the reason of it. There they sit. Let him ask 
|| them the reasongow. 

\| Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I have spoken 
|| of this fact, and attributed to them what I con- 
| sidered the reason; that it was a patriotic regard 
| for the country, to prevent further disruption of 
| the Union. Noone of them has dissented. When 
| I have called upon them for a dissent from other 
{| portions of my speeches, they have told me that 
|| it was not their policy to answer questions, and 
|| that they did not think I had a right to insist 
|upon answers from them. I took the hint, and 
| did not choose to ask them any more questions. It 
| isenough for me that they have done this act, and 
|| that the act which they have done put the South in 
|| a better position than itever was before; gives the 
| South equality in all the Territories, and an equi- 
|| table division besides. I want these facts known 








| 
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and they were ordered ; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 23, nays 11; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony Bingen, Clark, Cellamer, 
Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harris, 
Howe, King, Lane, Morrill, Rice, Sherman, Simmons, 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wilkinson, Wilmot, and Wilson—-23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Breckinridge, Bright, Clingman, Doug- 
lus, Hale, Latham, Mitchel, Nesmith, Poik, Powell, and 
Wade—1}. 


So the resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 
TROOPS IN THE SECEDED STATES. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask leave to offer 

the following resolution; and, if there be no ob- 

| jection, I willask a vote upon it now without dis- 

cussion, in pursuance of the purpose indicated in 
my remavks of this morning to the Senate: 


Resolved, That the Senate recommend and advise the 
removal of the United States troops from the limits of the 
















|| confederate States. 


Mr. SUMNER. Let it lie over. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricurt 
| in the chair.) The resolution being objected to, 
| must lie over under the rules. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I had drawn a similar res- 

| olution some time ago, which embraces one point 

in addition. 1 hope it will relieve us from all the 
| difficulty. I am sure the sense of Senators will 
| approve it in this form; and if it is agreeable to 
| the Senator from Kentucky, I will offer it asa 
| substitute: 
Resolved, That,in the opinion of the Senate, it is expe- 
| dient that the President should withdraw all the troops of 
| the United States from the States of South Carolina, Geor- 
| gia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, 
and abstain from all attempts to collect revenues in the 
said States, 

This resolution covers both points. I think, 
if the troops are withdrawn, there ought to be a 
| forbearance from any attempt to collect revenues 

there, 
| Mr. COLLAMER. I move that the Senate 
| proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
| ness, 





to the consideration of executive business. || to the people of Kentucky, not to injure the Sen- || Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. One moment, if the 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope I shall be allowed to || ator, as he supposes, but to enable him to rally || Senator from Vermont will permit me. 
say a word in roy to the Senator from Ken- || the Union men, and vote down and crush out | Mr. COLLAMER. I submit the motion. 
l 


tucky. Thatisa want, || every disunionist in Kentucky. Thatis what! || Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Senator from 


as I know are of the kindest character; but I || fact. The significance of a fact depends often on 


Mr. BINGHAM. That was said an hour ago. || want it for. [Applause in the galleries.] | North Carolina is on the floor. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I know; butI think lought || The PRESIDING OFFICER called to order. Mr. COLLAMER. I take it the motion is in 
to be permitted to reply to one or two points for || Mr. DOUGLAS. I want to. otrengtnen his || order. 
i 


a moment. | handssince he tells us of hisdevotiontothe Union, || Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Senator from 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur in || and how anxious he is to prevent the secession of || North Carolina is on the floor. 





the chair.) Does the Senator from New Hamp- || the border States. I am not willing that disunion- || 


shire yield the floor? || ists should cut his.throat, and get his State out of 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I know I cannot get much || the Union, depriving him of his seat for the next 


but | hope the Senator trom New Hampshire will 
withdraw the motion. 

Several Senators, (to Mr. Hare.) Let him 
go on. 

_ Mr. HALE. Well, sir, I suppose this session 
is for making speeches, not for executive busi- 
ness. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I renew it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Kentucky 
persists that he will not go back to Kentucky and 
tells his people that they stand, in respect to the 
Territories now, in a better condition than they 
ever did before; but he does not deny the fact that 
such is the case. He doves not deny that always 
heretofore slavery has been prohibited by act of 
Congress somewhere in the Territories; and that 
now it is not prohibited anywhere. Heretofore, 
the South have been excluded from a portion of 
-hem by law; now, thcy are excluded from none 


of them by law. He cannot deny that state of || inference that he thought she ought; and by cor- | the Senator from 
facts; and hence the southern people stand in a | 


renee from the other side of the Chamber; || six years in this Chamber. I want to save to the 


country his valuable services for the next six 
years. I want to save the State of Kentucky from 
disunion. I want to strengthen his hands as the 
leader of the Union men—as I now understand 
that to be his position—and enable him to annihi- 
late all secessionists in Kentucky, by demonstrat- 


ing that she is safe in the Union, even under this 


Republican Administration. Thatismy object. It 
was intended as an act of kindness, therefore, to 
the Senator from Kentucky; and I am glad to be 
assured by him that I misapprehended him when 
I supposed that he thought Kentucky ought to 
secede if she did not get the terms of which he 
| spoke. But it seems that he was only expressing 
} an opinion of what Kentucky would do, but not 
| what he wished to have herdo. I am glad to be 
| informed that he does not think she ought to 
secede in that contingency. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I said nothing upon 
that subject, sir. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator corrected my 





| recting that inference, | supposed he meant to inti- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senator 
from North Carolina is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have a right to offer the 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not now 
in order, as the resolution has been objected to, 
and lies over. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I was going to say 
that I have no objection to the substitute offered 
by-the Senator from North Carolina. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I had intended to offer 
| that resolution; but if the Senator from Ken- 
| tucky accepts it as a substitute, very well. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I rise to a question of 
| order. I desire to know what is the question 
before the Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
| from Kentucky offered a resolution. The Sena- 
tor from Novth Carolina proposed to amend—— 
| Mr. COLLAMER, That resolution was laid 
|| over. 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
|, ator allow the Chair to get through? It was ob- 
| jected to. The Senator from Kentucky then stated 
| that he would accept the resolution offered by 
orth Carolina in lieu of the 
| resolution that he had offered; and that is objected 








better position now than they ever did before. || mate that it was a wrong inference, or otherwise || to, and lies over under the rule. Now the Sen- 


He cannot deny the fact; but he says he will not 
tell his people that ‘the fact is so. I desire that 
the people of Kentucky and of every State of this 
Union shall know the facts. I desire to put the 
‘epublican party out of power as much as the 

nator from Kentucky does; but I will not foster 
unkind feeling and apprehensions of danger in the 
South, for party purposes. I will tell the truth 
about the conduct of the Republican party, even 
if it operates to their credit, and to the injury of 
my own party. They having passed these laws, 
I give them credit for what they have done. The 
Senator does not deny that they have passed those 
laws; but he professes to believe that they do not 
intend to carry out this policy in the future. All 


| he would not have contradicted it. But, sir, I will 
| not prolong this debate. My object has not been 
| to have a controversy with any one. The position 
| of the Senator from Kentucky is well known on 
| the old party issues. My position is equally well 
known; but I refrain from entering into that field 





tions as I deem essential to the encouragement 0 
the Union men, north and south, to the end that 
they might be able to rally the patriotic hosts of 
all parties and put down disunion and secession 
in every state of the Union. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move that this resolution be 
| laid upon the table. 
| Mr. CLUINGMAN called for the yeas and nays, 


of controversy. I have only answered such posi- || 


|} ator from Vermont is in order. 

|| Mr.COLLAMER. I move that the Senate pro- 
|| ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

‘|| Mr. POWELL. With the consent of the Sen- 
|| ator from Vermont, I will ask leave to withdraw 
| some papers. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I yield for that purpose. 
1 WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


| Mr. POWELL. Alexander R. McKee, of 
|| Kentucky, presented a memorial to the Senate, 
| some time since, concerning certain lands in Texas. 
|| I ask leave to withdraw the title papers. I under- 
| stand no report has been made on the subject. 

|| No objection being made, leave was granted, 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. COLLAMER. 


for an executive session. 


THE 


I now renew my motion || 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned to meet to- 
morrow at eleven o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenonespay, March 27, 1861. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guruey. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States, by Mr. J. G. 
Nicoray, his Secretary. 

DISPATCHES OF MAJOR ANDERSON. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will present a communication from the President 
of the United States, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate. 

The message was read, as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States : 


I have reeeived a copy of a resolution of the Senate, | 


passed on the 25th tustant, requesting me, if in my opinion 
not incompatible with the public interest, to communicate 
to the Senate the dispatches of Major Robert Anderson to 
the War Department, daring the time he has been in com- 
mand at Fort Sumter. 

On examining the correspondence thus called for, [ have, 


with the highest respect to the Senate, come to the con- | 


clusion that, at the present moment, the publication of it 


would be inexpedient. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
"Wasuineton, 26th March, 1861. 


TROOPS IN THE SECEDED STATES. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I would inquire of 
the Chair what would be regularly the first busi- 
ness in order this morning? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


will state that the first business regularly in order || 


is a resolution of the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
M oe 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. My only object was 
to know whether the resolution which f offered 
yesterday was first before the Senate. As it is 
not, I move to take it up. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
what it is. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Kentucky moves to take up a resolution, 
which will be read for information. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate recommend and advise the 
removal of the United States troops from the limits of the 
confederate States. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
discuss it. | made all the observations yesterday 
1 desired on the subject. 1 desire simply to take 


I should like to know 


the sense of the Senate as to whether it is the pur- | 


pose of this body to express any opinion on that 
general subject before its adjournment. I suppose 
that the vote on taking up the resolution will be 
a test vote, as the Senate will probably not be in 
session longer than to-day; and on the question 
of taking it up, I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senatorwill observe 
that there is nothing like a quorum here, and I 
suggest whether it is not best to defer it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE: If I have a general 
understanding that Senators will give me a vote 
on the motion to take it up when a quorum comes 
in, I shall not object. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
no objection. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will take that to be the sense of the Senate. The 
resolution will be regarded as before the Senate, 
and will be laid aside for the time being. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 


I suppose there will be 


RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


The PRESIDENT ~ tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate calling for 
reports of James W. Taylor, in relation to the 
operations of the reciprocity treaty; which was 
ordered to lie on the tuble. 


CONGRESSIONAL 


REGISTER OF DEBATES. 


} 

Mr. DIXON. I move to take up the resolu- 
tion reported by me on Monday last, from the 
Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
ERpenses of the Senate, in reference to the Annals. 
and Register of Debates of Congress. I have a fact 
or two to state in regard to it. 

Mr. POWELL. I ask the Senator to with- 
draw his motion for a moment. 

Mr. DIXON, I cannot. It will take but a very 
short time to dispose of it, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hope that resolution will 
not be taken up now. The Senate is very thin. 

Mr. DIXON. I wish to make a very brief 
statement in regard to it 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Connecticut moves to take up the following 
resolution: 

Ordered, ‘Tat the Secretary of the Senate procure from 
the publishers, for the library of the Senate, twenty copies 
of the Annals and Register of Debates of Congress, and pay 
for the same out of the contingent fund of the Senate, ata 
price not exeeeding that heretofore paid for the same. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the motion is debatable, 
| I wish to renew my objection to the resolution. 

I do not think we ought to spent $6,000 in this 
way. I take it, and I may as well say it, that 
this is proposed, I suppose, for the benefit of the 
publishers. 

Mr. DIXON. If the Senator will allow me, 1 
_ wish to make a statement in regard to it. The 
| Senator from New York [Mr. Kine] yesterday 


| inquired as to the number of these books already 


on hand, subject to the demand and control of the 
Senate. I was not then fully informed; but I have 


|| since inquired about it. I stated there were about 


'| not unreasonable. 


| six sets. I have since learned that there are three 
| full sets and two imperfect sets, and that that is 
| the whole number of these books which are now 
at the command of the Senate. Itseems to me it 
is a work that ought to be subject to ourcontrol, 
and that this number of sets, twenty numbers, is 
That is all I have to say. 

Mr. KING. Are there nét some of those books 
in the Interior Department ? 


| Mr. DIXON. There may be; I cannot tell. I 


cannot tell how many are in. print. 
none there under our control. 


There are 


‘(| Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to inquire whether 


Ido not intend co. 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
} 


} 


| 





| 


| 
oo there were lying rotting in the Inte- 


| this resolution was ever referred to any commit- 
tee ? 

| Mr. DIXON. It was referred to, and reported 

| from, the Committee to Audit and Control the 

_ Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 

| Mr. COLLAMER. Hasitbeen reported upon? 

| Mr. DIXON. I reported it myself. 

| Mr. BINGHAM. I hope the Senate will not 

| take up this resolution for the present. 

| Mr. DIXON, IL understand it is taken up. 

Mr. BINGHAM. No, sir; it is not. We are 

| to have a vote on taking it up. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 

| is on taking up the resolution. 

| Mr. DIXON. That may be considered a test 

| vote, | suppose. 

| Mr. BINGHAM. I have no objection to that. 

| The Senator from Maine, the chairman of the 

| Committee on Finance, [Mr. Fessenpen,] is not 
here. The Senate is very thin. The new Sena- 

| tor fron Ohio, [Mr. SuHerman,] who was for 
eee chairman of the Committee of Ways 

_ and Means of the House of Representatives, who 

| was present yesterday and objected to this reso- 

lution, is not now present. 

Mr. DIXON. The Senator from Ohio stated 
there was a sufficient supply already. That was 
his real and I have now stated that there 
are only three full sets. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, Mr. President, the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] told me yes- 





rior Department a large number of volumes of 
these books, and that there was no necessity for 
this increased number. 

Mr: DIXON. Those are imperfect sets; broken 
sets. 

Mr. BINGHAM. They were bought by this 
Government, and there is no use for chet: 

Mr. DIXON. They are not subject to our 
control. 

Mr. BINGHAM. This resolution is only an- 
other plunder scheme to give $6,000 to the pub- 
lishers of these books. 1 object to it. 


| Mr. CLINGMAN. The Senator from Con- 
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| 


necticut says thata great many of thema " 
sets. If he had investigated the ester, uote 
let us know what volumes were needed +m 
might be some reason for completing them: but | 
take it for granted it is like all these other book 
| jobs. The publishers want some more mone 
out of the Treasury,and they think this a cnaivé. 
| nient time to get these $6,000. I ho ra 
juan pri ek We taleee ay Pe Sere. 
| Mr. BRIGHT. We have not time to examine 
| the sets and ascertain whether we can make whole 
_ sets out of imperfect sets. This resolution ~ 
assed the ordeal of the Committee to Audit and 
| Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate of 
| which the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Jounsox 
| was chairman, who examines all these things yo, 
minutely; and I appgehend we can all very safely 
agree to any report that committee may make 
| They report oe sets as being necessary to 
_make perfect this chain of reports. I think we 
} had better take up the resolution. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask for the yeas and 
| nays upon it. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered, 
| Mr. COLLAMER. I will inquire whether we 
| have not a law against the purchasing of books 
| except by an act of Congress? 
| Mr. DIMON. If the Senator will permit me, 


| I will state in reference to that law, that it pro- 
vides that books shall not be purchased for the 
use of individual Senators, These books are tg 
_ be purchased for the libra of the Senate. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. [I understood the Senator 
| yesterday to say, (and he will correct me if | am 
| wrong,)that he wanted these twenty sets so that 
Senators could take each a copy to their rooms. 
It is, therefore, merely evading the law. If we 
needed a few in the Library, I would not object to 
_ it, if he had specified a smaller number; but, as 
we have several copies there, it will amount to 
the very thing that that law was passed to prevent, 

Mr. DIXON. « Mr. President, I did state that 
there ought to be, in the library of the Senate,a 
| sufficient number of a work of this kind to permit 
Senators to take them for reference to their lodg- 
ings, as they take the Statutes at Large, to be 
returned. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will ask the honorable 
Senator whether there has not been, in fact, al- 
ready distributed gratuitously to each Senator, a 
| copy of this work? 

r. POLK. There has not been. 

Mr. DIXON. That, I believe, is not the case. 
It has been some years since that was done; and 
besides, those are not here in the city of Wash- 
ington. They have been taken to the homes of 
the Senators who received them. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 16, nays 18; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Breckinridge, Bright, 
Dixon, Douglas, Foot, Foster, Hale, Johnson, Mitchel, 
Nesmith, Powell, Rice, Simmons, and Ten Zyck—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Binginiam, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, 
Collamer, Cowan, Doolittle, Harlan, Howe, King, Lane, 
Morrill, Nicholson, Polk, Sherman, ‘Trurnbull, Wace, and 
Wilkinson—18. 


So the Senate refused to take up the resolztion. 
TROOPS IN THE SECEDED STATES. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move to take up 
the resolution which I offered yesterday morning; 
and upon that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution 
will be read for the information of the Senate. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate recommend and advise the 
removal of the United States troops from the limits of the 
contederate States. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. | desire to state that, 
if this motion shall prevail, I will then accept the 
substitute offered by the Senator from North Car- 
olina, (Mr. Cumveman,] which is familiar to the 
Senate. I consider the vote upon the motion [0 
take up as‘a test vote. If the sense of the Senate 
be that they will express no opinion at all in a 
gard to the present condition of public affairs, ° 
take it for granted the vote will be against taking 
up this resolution. If they intend to express any 
opinion, or give any advice to the Executive, 
take it for granted the vote will be in the affirms: 
tive. Hence I have asked for the yeas and nays 
on this motion, which [ consider a test one. 


ce 





Mr. RICE. Mr. President, I was in favor of 


the resolution as offered by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky; but I think the seusteniit offered by the 
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Senator from North Carolina, as a substitute— '| question of the Senator from Minnesota. This 
which the Senator from Kentucky says he is will- | 


ing to accept—is one that goes a little too far. I 
do not know what right we have to express an 


opinion to the President of the United States in | 


regard to the collection of the revenue. 
Mr. COLLAMER. - | desire to ask, as a ques- 
tion of order, whether this motion is debatable ? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Notupon the 
merits of the original proposition. Suggestions 
in reference to the propriety or impropriety, the 
expediency or inexpediency, of taking it up, are 
issible. 
od BRECKINRIDGE. If the Senator from 
Minnesota will allow me to make a single remark, 
| will say this: if the resolution I offered, and 
which he favors, should be taken up, it will then 
be for the Senate to say whether they will accept, 


in lieu of it, the substitute offered by the Senator | 


from North Carolina; hence, whatever may be 


his opinions as to the relative merits of the reso- | 


lutions, I take it for granted he will vote affirma- 
tively upon taking up the resolution. 


| points are within the State of Florida. If, how- 


| 
| 


j 
| 

| 
| 
| 


Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I hope this reso- | 


lution will be taken up, and I hope we shall have 
a square vote upon it. Lam ready to give it such 
a vote at all times, or atany time. I hope we shall 
indicate, not what the President will do, for that 
| know nothing about, but what we think he 
ought to do; and upon that Lam ne to give my 
opinion now, or at any other time. do not pro- 
fess to know what his policy will be, but I do 
profess to know what it ought to be; and there- 
fore | am willing, at any time, to indicate it. 

Mr. RICE. The Senator from Ohio has not 
disappointed me. I have always found him to be 
an honest, brave, open man. I expected as much 
on this occasion, and I shall always expect it from 
him. But the point which | wished to make was 
this: the President of the United States is, by the 


Constitution, commander-in-chief of the Army | 


and the Navy. He can, of his own volition, 


issue such orders as he pleases in regard to those | 


branches of the public service. Bat, in regard to 


the collection of the revenue, I deem it improper | 
for the Senate, or for myself, rather, as one of the | 


Senators, to advise him when he is directed by 
law to do certain things. While I am in favor of 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, | cannot vote for it, and I regret that he 
should have indicated that he would accept the 
modification of the Senator from North Carolina. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Ifthe Senator will allow || 


me, I beg leave to say this: I am in favor of the 
original proposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky; but I want to goa little further. However, 
I shall not ask the Senator from Kentucky to ac- 
cept mine, if it will weaken his. I will simply 


offer it as a substitute, because I believe we ought | 


to express an opinion on both points. I agree 
with the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dovetas,] 
and others, that the President has no power, 


under existing laws, to collect revenue in the se- | 


ceded States, and therefore I am clearly of the || points within the confederate States as for the 


| present endanger the peace of the Republic. 


opinion that he ought to abstain from the attempt. 
Entertaining that opinion, I am ready to express 
it. I shall, however, very cheerfully vote to ad- 
vise him to simply withdraw the troops. But I 
am disposed to go further; and I think it right 
and proper for the Senate to express the opinion 
that he ought not to attempt to collec: the revenue, 
simply because he has no power, in my judgment, 


under the existing law, even if there were no other | 
reasons. The same purpose that induces me to | 
vote for the one branch induces me to’vote for the | 


other, to avoid collision. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will feel obliged to restrict debate on the motion 
to take up the resolution simply to reasons for 
or against taking it up, 

Mr. RICE. Mr. President, I do not think it 
proper for the Senate to express an opinion ad- 
visory to the Executive in regard to existing laws. 
ltis a matter for him to determine, whether he 
can or whether he will execute the laws or not; 
and [ think we are traveling far out of our wa 
to advise him. But there is one point about whic 
I wish to ask the Senator from Kentucky a ques- 
‘ion—on which I must confess my ignorance—and 
that is, whether his resolution extends to the 
islands south of the Floridas—Key West and the 
Tortugas? because I shall never vote for with- 
drawing troops from those points. 


Mr. 














RECKINRIDGE. I will answer the || points, and I shall then vote for the resolution. 


| still entertain hopes of a reunion of all the States; 


| are within the limits of the confederate States, 


| arise concerning them. If, unfortunately, we shall 


, tion is not yet before the Senate. The question 


is a resolution of advice to the President, under 
existing circumstances, to withdraw the troops 
from the limits of those States. I suppose, in its 
terms, it would embrace the troops that are sta- 
tioned at Tortugas and Key West, because those | 


ever, any Senator chooses to move an amendment, 
in the present condition of‘our public difficulties, 
excluding from the operation of the resolution the 
troops at those two points, it will be a matter for 
grave and respectful consideration. The forts at 
those places are far removed from the main land, 
although they are within the limits of one of the 
States; and therefore would perhaps be embraced 
by the phraseology of my resolution. I do not 
consider it cumenitial tg the preservation of the pub- 
lic peace at this time that the troops should be 
withdrawn from Tortugas and Key West; and, 
rather than hazard the passage, by the Senate, of 
such a resolution as I have offered, 1 would be 
willing to see those points excepted from the scope | 
of the resolution. At the same time, sir, I must 
add this: I dislike to do so, however, because I | 


but if there should ultimately, unfortunately, be 
a permanent separation of this Confederacy, I take 
it that all the troops must be withdrawn from all 
the points within the limits of those States and 
such other States as might unite with them. I 
trust thatall the States may be reunited upon the 
true principles of the old Constitution; but, if 
another result should occur, I should be unwilling 
to see established upon this continent the prin- 
ciple which Great Britain has established at vari- 
ous points of the world; and if a permanent and 
ultimate separation should unfortunately occur 
between the States, I should not insist upon hold- 
ing any point within the limits of any of those 
confederate States, as Great Britain holds Gibral- 
ter and other strategic points in important parts 
of the world. 

I believe I have made my meaning sufficiently 
clear. For the present, if it is any objection to 
the passage of this resolution, we may except the 
forts at Tortugas and Key West, although they | 


because they offer no points of immediate collis- 
ion, and do notendanger bloodshed. If we shall 
be able to reunite all the States, no question will 


fail in that effort, then the question will arise, 
whether, in case this Government shall recognize 
the independence of those States asa separate con- 
federacy, it will continue to hold strategic points 
within their limits upon the same principle that 
Great Britain retains possession of important naval 
and military points within the dominions of other 
Powers of the world. That I do not propose to 
discuss at this time; and I do not desire any ques- 
tion connected with the forts at Tortugas and Key 
West to embarrass the object I have in view, 
which is the withdrawal of the troops from such 





Mr. RICE. The Senator having answered the 
question which I asked him, I should like to know 
if it would be in order for me now to offer an 
amendment to except Key West and Tortugas? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 





is on taking it up for consideration. 

Mr. RICE. Very well. Then [ have a word 
to say upon it. Mr. President, [ am in favor of 
peace. If the seceded States are determined to 
remain out, I am in favor of their going in peace. 
I would go further than this: I would give them 
the forts and arsenals within their limits. If they 
ask more, | would divide the Navy with them. 
lf they wanted more than that, I would release 
them from the public debt. I would even give 
them more than that—anything for peace; but 
they are not in possession of Ke West or of 
Tortugas, and they never will be. Those two 
points are needed by us, not bythem. ‘The com- 
merce of the country has an interest in those two 
points, and the commerce of the country belongs 
to the North, and ever will belong there, and the 
North willalways hold those two points. I would 
not give up those places. No, sir; | would not | 

ive them upginder any circumstances whatever. | 
hen it shall be in order to do so, if no other | 
Senator does it, I shall move to except those two | 
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Mr. CLARK. I hope this resolution will not 
be taken up. We are coming near the close of 
the session, and it is evident from remarks on the 
other side, if it is taken up, it is to be followed 
by various amendments, and a‘debate is to be 
opened and no one can tell where it will ston. 
The Senator from Kentucky says he is willing to 
accept the vote on taking up the resolution asa 
test question. I am willing to give him my vote 
as a test; and I hope we may take the vote be- 
cause it is not now open to general debate, and 
we shall be interminably lost in a debate if we 
take up the resolution. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I think this is rather a late 
hour to go into a debate about what the policy of 
the Administration shall be. I am perfectly will- 
ing that Senators on the other side, especially 
those who had some reasonable expectation of 
occupying the place that the President now does, 
should enter largely into this debate and indicate 
| their purposes as to what they would have done 
had they been elected. I think they have enjoyed 


|| about a fortnight to the very great gratification of 


the country; and now, at this late day, if there is 


|| any one of them who desires to offer any resola- 


tions, they can have them printed, but I do not 
believe it 1s politic for us to wait here and debate 
this matter when we are all desirous of getting 
home. Icertainly should not be willing, as little 
interest as my State has in the commerce of this 
country and the revenue of this country, to per- 
mit a resolution of this kind to pass without say- 
ing a word or two. But [I think the public is 
pretty well advised now of what would have been 
the policy of the different candidates for the Pres- 
idency, provided they had succeeded, and I sup- 
pose that is the principal purpose in offering these 
resolutions; and I take it that there is no necessity 
ior anybody on this side to vindicate the Admin- 
istration. They have indicated no particular plan 
excepta peaceful policy. I hope we shall not open 
| thisdebate. Itseems to be an endless discussion. 
Mr. TEN EYCK,. Mr. President, I should be 
opposed to taking up this resolution at either a 
late or an early hour of the session, at any time 
during the whole three months that we have been 
here, 1f the circumstances had been the same. I 
do not profess to be very profound in the Consti- 
tution; but I feel disposed, as a member of this 
body, to confine my action as near as I cat to the 
performance of my constitutional duties; and I 
have seen nowhere any provision in the Consti- 
tution of the United States which would justify, 
or call upon us, or give us, the least right to ad- 
vise the President of the United States upon this 
subject. [am alittle old-fashioned in my notions, 
and I believe in keeping distinct the three depart- 
ments of thisGovermment. I know the President 
of the United States may call upon us to advise 
and consent in respect to certain measures which 
he nfay propose to us, but I am not aware that it 
is either our duty or that it would be prudent for 
us to volunteer our advice to him under existing 
| circumstances. I shall be prepared to vote fairly 
and squarely with the Senator from Ohio on the 
resolution if it comes up; but I am not disposed 
to proffer my advice to the President, because I 
consider it none of my business or duty to make 
oe, proffer. 
r. COLLAMER. It seems to me nothing 
but ordinary fairness among gentlemen to take a 
proposition, as it comes from a Senator, in the 
terms in which he makes it. Now, I understand 
from the gentleman from Kentucky whe offers this 
resolution that he desires the vote upon taking it 
up to be a test vote. What does that mean? It 
is, if I understand it, that if you vote to take it 
up, you will vote for it when it is up. If it does 
not mean that, | do not know what a test vote 
does mean. | ee the gentleman means that 
exactly. He will take it as a test vote—that is to 
say, “* just as you vote on the question of taking 
up, I expect you will vote on the resolution. 
That is the way in which the question is presented 
tous. Now, I take it, every man who will vote 
for this resolution will vote to take it up; and if 
a Senator will not vote for the resolution, he will 
vote not to take it up; otherwise, he wil! not 
meet the gentleman’s proposition fairly. That 
is all there is in the question before us. I prefer 
| not to take it up. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. I sha‘! vote to take up 
the resolution, and I shali not permit myself to 








|| be put in any such position as the Senator from 





. . 
MEO MBS TR 


- 


c 


- - 
se ing aide 


sm. fe ad 


a eg MTS” 


* 


pee age 


a. 


eo - 


ae oe Sa Sali ae Z 
eae ein Ca ae 


a 


erin omen anere--see 
» es ~s oe 
bars 


Si ad 


MRT Es ' 


peer 

See 

oe 2 
+ Fiat reed 

ee ey 


-- 
4 


PPR Benen 
> 
° 


Py 


¥ 


ee se 


Q 
f 
! 
} 


tie ateet Aleaaaaihics tail aieaaints 


ge baeatwcnd a relent 
oF 


_~ 


Pane 
IS Re aks, Dees wr 


aad 


ee 


es 


ae 


ppcypacanse ys, ce 
es a eae 


a my ianme eile ©" 


Se 
Ma 
me 


lia 
SERENE! 5. 


BS 
re 


a 


apes 


« 


ke Spe 


» 


abet ter ae ariel = 
aoe. 5 eg 


oes 





ot era rye 








Vermont considers that he is put. 
has a right io me in any such position. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator who moves 
to take it up says that he means it in that way. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Itis true the Senator from 
Kentucky may make any proposition he pleases, 
but it is also true that I vote as I please; and when 
I vote to take up the resolution, I do not vote for 
the resolution. I do not expect to vote for the 
resolution. I vote to take it up, because the Sen- 
atorfrom Kentucky wants to get itup. I am will- 
ing that he shall have it up, and I am willing to 
vote against it directly, if a vote comes upon it, 

Mr, COLLAMER. I merely wish to suggest 
that, whether you will vote for it or not, the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky says he will take it so to 
the country. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Senator from | 
Illinois will allow me to make a single remark, | 
Of course I would have preferred that the resolu- 
tion should be taken up, and the opinions of Sen- | 
ators on this question disclosed on a direct vote; 
but understanding as | did that there would be 
objection to taking it up, and that the different 
opinions prevailing here would array themselves 
pene on the question of taking up the resolu- 
tion, | merely suggested that the question of tak- 
ing it up should be regarded asa test question. If 
Senators by common consent will take up the 





resolution, it would be much better that the sense || 


of the Senate should be expressed by a direct vote | 
on the resolution itself, My remark in regard to 
this being considered a test question grew out of 
the observations which | heard from 
the other side, that there would be objection on 
that side to taking it up at all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 understood the Senator | 
from Kentucky. He desired to have an expres- 
sion of the Senate, and wanted to get it indirectly, | 
if he could not directly. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Exactly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He would like very well 
to make it a test question. I have said why he 
cannot make it a test question. Other Senators | 
will not think proper to make it one, although it | 
is desirable, as he thinks, that they should. Now, 
1 am willin 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If the Senator will 
allow me, I will say that I would prefer that the | 
question on taking up the resolution should not 
be a test question. I would prefer that it should 
be taken up, and the test question be on a direct | 
vote for or against the resolution; but since I ap- | 
prehend that there may be a majority of votes | 
against taking it up, 1 prefer that the test question | 
should come somewhere, so that the country may | 
understand what the sense of the Senate is, and 

| 








that the sense of the Senate on this subject may 
not be smothered by parliamentary proceedings 
and by indirection, That is all. . 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I donot know that if the 
resolution were taken up the Senator from Ken- 
tucky would succeed in getting a test vote upon 
his precise resolution. It may be amended, for 
aught L know. I believe one amendment has al- 
ready been suggested, which he has indicated | 
that he would accept; so that, after all, the prop- | 
osition upon which we shall vote, if we vote at | 


all, will be something different from the one which || 


he moves to take up. My only object in rising | 
was to say that I should not regard myself as | 


committed for the resolution or against the reso- || 


lution, one way or the other, by the vote which | 
I give in favor of taking itup. I am willing to | 
meet the resolution, if a vote comes directly on | 
it, or to meet such amendments as may be offered 
to the resolution, 
Mr. DOUGLAS, It is very obvious, from the | 
brief debate which has taken place, that the mo- | 
tion to take up this resolution will not be a test | 
ag upon its adoption, or upon its merits, | 
‘hat is apparent from the fact that the Senator | 
from Kentucky himself proposes to accept the | 
substitute suggested by the eeaioe from North | 
Carolina; and then, at the request of the Senator 
from Minnesota, is going to make further modi- | 


] 
e 


fications, so as toexcept Key Westand Tort 

from the overation of the resolution. What other 
amendments will be made, no one can tell. I 
shall vote to take up the resolution, but still 
neither of the pro amendments suggested 
would bring it within my view of the form that 
it ought ulumately to take. 1 think that it would 


enators on | 


|| but I must say to the Senator that it would have 






withdraw the troops from Fort Pickens, as | un- 


derstand they have been,.or will be, withdrawn || tion on the motion to take u 
4. Those being the only two || ; 
or that are within the actual possession of the || word on the question of taking up 


_ from Fort Sumter. 


nited States within the territory now recogniz- 
ing the authority of the revolutionary government 
at Montgomery, they are the only points where 
there is danger of collision and irregular war. 
| The resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, 
however, would go much further. It proposes 
to advise the President to withdraw the troops 
| from all the confederate States, except (if he ac- 
cepts the amendment of the Senator from Min- 
| nesota,) those at Key West and Tortugas. I do 
_not like that. That implies that Key West and 
Tortugasare within the confederate States. I den 
that they are. Whatever government the confed- 
erate States have got, it 1s a revolutionary gov- 
ernment. A revolutionary government can only 
| claim what it actually occupies, and can take 
nothing by implication. Although Key West 
_and Tortugas may have been within the former 
limits of Florida, they are not within the confed- 
' erate States under the revolutionary government. 
If the Senator from Kentucky will modify his 


|| resolution, and declare that it 1s the sense of the 


| Senate that it would be good policy to withdraw 
the troops at Fort Sumter and Fort Pickens, or 
that the Senate would approve of their with- 
drawal, I certainly would sanction that line of 
policy. I believe it would be wise. 


|| Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator is discussing 


| the merits. 

| Mr. DOUGLAS Lamnot discussing the merits 
— further than other gentlemen have done. 

| Mr. COLLAMER. The rules forbid it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The rules have not been en- 
| forced on others; I suppose we are doing this by 
unanimous consent; but Iam about done. I am 


|| willing to sanction and approve the policy, under 


| existing circumstances, of withdrawing the troops 
' from Sumter and Pickens. I believe that would 


|| tend to keep the peace. Those forts are both local 


| in their character. Neither of them protects any- 
| thing, except the entrance of the harbor where it 
| is situated. Those harbors being in the posses- 
| sion of the revolutionary government, we have no 
| object in holding the forts, unless it is as a basis 
of military operations for reducing those States, 
, and | apprehend, if we should gosnto that policy, 
we should not begin at those points. Hence, I 
| see no wise purpose in holding those two places, 
| or either of them, as mere sources of constant irri- 
tation, without accomplishing any national pur- 
pose. Those being the only places now in the 
possession of the United States within the terri- 
tory in the actual occupation of the revolutionary 
overnment, I would withdraw the troops; but 
would not pass a resolution in such form as to 
recognize that the revoluuonary government has 
| any claim to one inch of soil that it does not ac- 
tually occupy. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator if they occupy Fort Pickens, or ever did? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. They do not oceupy Fort 
Pickens itself; but they occupy the aie and 
| land surrounding it, so that you are there holding 
a post simply inside of the enemy’s lines, where 
you are in danger of constant collision and blood- 
shed. 
| Mr. CLARK. Outside. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No; theisland of Santa Rosa 
brings it inside. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I rise, Mr. President, 
| under the ruling of the Chair. Twoorthree times, 
| since this discussion has arisen, it has been an- 
| nounced that the debate must be confined simply 
to the question of taking up, and should not ex- 

tend to the merits of the proposition. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, I wal te the suggestion; 


' 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
i 
| 
} 
| 
j 


| 
| 
| been quite as polite to call the first one to order 
| as to allow him to go on. 
Mr. COLLAMER. _I did so in the beginning. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. But the Senator made a 
speech himself. 
Mr. COLLAMER. No speech on the merits 
of the resolution. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not wish to occupy 
time. I was making suggestions why the motion 
| to take up would not be a test question on the 
| resolution in the form in which it now stands. 
| am willing to have the vote. 


i 


' 
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No Senator | be wise for the President of the United States to 









March 27, 


Se 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (M 

in the chair.) Is the Senate ready for ike a7z 
p the resolution? 

I desire to Say a single 


the resolutio 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky announced 


that, even if this question should be taken yp q d 
the discussion entered into, he could not peas 
after to-day, or to-morrow at the furthest. If this 
resolution is to be taken up and the discussion is 
to be opened, it will last several days; it must of 
necessity ; and therefore I shall voteagainst takine 
it up; nor shall I submii to have my honorable 
friend say that it is a test vote on me, either 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 1 did not assume to 
say that this should be a test vote; but 
gested that, by the general consent of the Senate 
it might be a test vote. Senators will bear me 
witness that [ stated, ell along, that I preferred i: 
should not be a test vote, but that the test yore 
shouid be the direct vote on the resolution itself 
In regard to the probability of a discussion which 
may run through several days if this resolutioy 
should be taken up, all I have to say is, that tha 
furnishes a very plausible excuse for refusing to 
consider the question at all; but this subject has 
been very fully discussed in the Senate and oy: 
of the Senate; and I presume that ail Senators aye 
prepared to vote upon it without discussion, | 
trust, therefore, that the resolution will be taken 
up, and the sense of the Senate expressed one 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


I sug. 


_ way or the other upon this great issue. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to say one word 
only. It is out of my memory that any man 
except the gentleman himself, has said anything 
about this question this session—none on this 
side of the House whatever. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. There has been the 
amplest opportunity, sir. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Your complaint was that 
we did not. 

Mr. WADE. I hope this resolution will be 
taken up, and as we have time enough now to 
discuss it, and very little else to do, | trust that 
we shall go into a discussion of it in full. Ido 
not know what the pr of this Administration 
may be with respect to the questions involved in 
the resolution; but I entertain very strong opin- 
ions upon the subject, which I am very anxious 
to express. If it were in erder to do so on this 
motion, | should not hesitate to do it now; and I 
must say that my experience in the Senate has 
not been that, on a motion to take up, we were 
excluded entirely from debating the merits of the 
question; for so far as my recollection goes, it 
has almost constantly involved the whole merits 
of the question, and the main debate has arisen 
on taking up. My opinion is, that the Senate of 
the United States, under present circumstances, 
ought to express themselves upon the policy of 
the Government in full. I know very well that 
the President may indicate the measures that he 
sees fit to pursue; but we are a codrdinate branch; 
we are his advisers; and in my judgment it Is 
right and proper that we should, in emergencies 
like the present, express our opinions in full, not 
only to the President, but to the people of the 
United States. I say to gentlemen on the other 
side, 1 have no concealments to make upon this 
subject. I am anxious that the resolution should 
receive a full discussion now. Seven States of 
this Union have gone out, and are now domi- 
neered over by usurpation. Their people have 
had no voice in the new governments that we ul- 
derstand have been erected in the southern States, 
but a military despotism tramples their rights 
under foot; and I have no doubt that a majority 


| of those people to-day, had they the power, 


would call upon us to vindicate their rights, and 
the Constitution makes itour duty todo it. What 

ument, sir, shall we make to those people—— 
aT. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, I must, 
under the circumstances, having called the Sen- 
ator from Illinois to order for going into the dis- 
cussion of the merits, feel constrained to do the 
same thing to my friend from Ohio. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall forgive the Senator 
for calling me to order if he will allow the Sena- 
tor from Ohio to go on. [Laughter 


Mr. SIMMONS. Ido not Babee that the 
question of order is properly put here. Yiee 
any measure has been laid on the table by a vo 
of the Senate, I have always heard that it was 


| not debatable on a motion to take up; but I never 
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oo new that a motion to take upa resolution did || I venture the assertion, that, do as we may in ref- ically friendly to the Administration, what has 
aes _— sn it to debate, if it had never been laid on || erence to thesubjectunder consideration, whether || that to do with it? In the presence of a Confed- 
ie - ih . : we act on the resolution or not, there will be no | eracy dismembered; in the presence of the danger 
; | The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster || effort at coercion, there will be no attempt to en-_ of civil war; in the presence of convulsions that 
Bre he chair.) The Chair is under the impression || force Federal authority in a seceding State. The || startle and alarm the people from one end of this 
ton, in Oe a sure, indeed—that the late Presiding I] present Executive is a man of too much wisdom || country to the other, am I to be told that a prop- 
need <a F the Senate decided that, where a ques- | and prudence to engage in any such fatal experi- ' osition coming from an American Senator is not 
a psec de in regard to the order of business ment to the peace SEE stosperky of his country || to be considered, because that Senator is not of 
ha ene ae . in = ect to postponing a meas- || at this critical crisis. | the same political party with the Executive Ad- 
this wen that body o taking a seesiners on Mr. DOOLITTLE. If we are to have a dis- || miiistration? It seems to me, sir, to be consid- 
~e = le it did not open the question generally to || cussion on this question, we want some assurance || ing this question in a view altogether too narrow 
ee “ jo ; non the merits, but simply to suggestions '| that the Senate is to remain in session, so that we || for its merits. 
king debate Of ither for ‘proceeding with the busi- || can have the discussion. || This is the character of argument and of reason- 
‘able ang ner soaseding wit "That the Chair Mr. BRIGHT. I wil! agree to sit a month, if || ing which I have been in the habit of hearing for 
: belie - ie ‘ae been the decision substantial you want it. * | weeks and weeks upon this floor. I repeat simply 
: - of the late Presiding Officer, which has been fol- |} Mr. DOOLITTLE. If it is understood on the || this broad prope which I had the honor to 
oy lowed ever since. The Chair will, therefore, feel || other side of the Chamber that the Senators will | state the other day: your Confederacy is dismem- 
a bound to enforce such a rule, if the question of remain here, so that a quorum may be continued | bered; you are in danger of civil war unless some 
ed it order be made. ‘ | for a week, in order that we may go on with the |! policy is pursued which will insure peace; and 
Cote Mr. WADE. Well, Mr. President, unless I | discussion of this question, and do other business, || any suggestion : 
self, can have full scope to give my ee eres | I should have no objection whatever to going into || fr. WADE. Mr. President—— 
hich wish to enter upon it, although I am anxious to || the discussion of this question; but I understand, Mr. BRECKINRIDGE I did not call the 
ition do so; because I feel that the people in the south- from what has occurred, that it is expected we || Senator from Ohio to order. 
‘that ern States have rights that we are bound to vindi- || shall adjourn to-morrow—that it will be impos- Mr. DOOLITTLE, I beg to say to the Sen- 
~ to cate. Iam very restive under this ruling, but I || sible for us to retain our quorum after to-morrow; |) ators around me = 
has must submit to it. ee | and there is executive business still on ourhands || T he PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
| out Mr. DOUGLAS. Submit with a good grace, || to be done. It is for that reason that I shall vote |) ator from Kentucky give way for the Senator from 
sare as I did. | against taking up this resolution, because of _ne- Wisconsin? . ; 
. | Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I hope that my || cessity it is to lead toa very long discussion. Nor || Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will not wait for the 
iken friends will vote to take up this resolution, and || do | submit to the idea that, if I vote against || pointof order. Tyicld. 
a vive ita full and free consideration; for, in my || taking it up, it is any test on the merits what- | Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will simply say that I 
one judgment, the emergencies of the country demand || ever. I go into no discussion of the merits. || have ceased to be the defender of the rules of 
vord ‘that it should be fally discussed and fully under- || Mr. COLLAMER. I knowit is coming to be order, and will take no further part. 
man stood. || avery ordinary mode of expression, that the Sen- Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I yielded before any 
hing Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I join the hon- | ate is the advisory body of the President. I deny || point of order was made. : k 
this orable Senator from Ohio (Mr. Wane] in express- || it. Constitutionally, the President may do cer- || Mr. NESMITH. I fully concur in the view of 
ing the hope that this resolution will be taken }j tain things with the advice of the Senate, in two | the Senator from Vermont, that this body is only 
‘the up; but candor requires me to say that I have || cases: first, in relation to appointments; and sec- || advisory so far as its advice is asked for by the 
7 littie confidence that it will be done. If all on that 1] ond, in relation to treaties; and there it ends. || President of the United States; but on this motion 
that side of the Chamber were as candid and straight- || This body is not the advisory body of the Exec- || there are certain other considerations which will 
forward in their manner of legislating as that Sen- || utive any further than the Constitution—— —__|, influence my vote. oe: . 
1 be ator is, there would be no difficulty in reachinga || Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire || The Senator from Illinois offered a resolution, 
» to direct vote on the resolution under consideration, || what the question before the Senate is. the intent and purport of which was to call out 
that or the amendment proposed by the Senator from | The PRESIDING OFFICER, Does the Sen- | from the Administration something which indi- 
Ido North Carolina; but, sir, they are not. I can but |) ator from Vermont give way to the Senator from | cated its policy. Inasmuch as that resolution was 
tion admire the bold and manly course of the Senator || Illinois? : mi tabled, no direct vote having been taken upon it, and 
din from Ohio; we always know where to find him. || Mr. COLLAMER. No,sir. It is said (and || as we were deprived of the opportunity of calling 
pin- He will vote to take up the resolution, because || the argument has been repeated over two or three || upon the President of the United States to indicate 
ous he is in favor of asserting the power and declaring || times, in different quarters) that this resolution || to the people of the United States what his policy 
this it to be the duty of the General Government to || should be taken up because we are an advisory || would be, I think the next best remedy Is to give 
nd [ hold, possess, and occupy all the property be- |; body. I deny it. We are an advisory body just | to the Senate of the United States an opportunity 
has longing to it, in each and every one of the seven || to the extent I have stated, and no more; and that || toexpress their opinion relative to these matters, 
a States that have withdrawp from the Union; that || is, in those cases where our advice is asked for || I know there is a great deal of interest felt in 
the Senator is in favor of enforcing the collection of || under the Constitution. || the country as to the policy of the Administra- 
8, it the revenue in each and every one of those States, || Again, Mr. President, so far from this resolu- || tion, and I shall vote to take up this resolution, in 
erits and enforcing obedience to Federal authority gen- || tion being in response to a request from the Ex- || order to give the distinguished Senator from Ohio 
seen erally, and he has the courage to say so; and as || ecutive for any advice, it is not even moved by || [Mr. Wane] the opportunity, as he has mani- 
2 of much as I may, and do, differ with him, I repeat, || anybody who professes to be the friend or sup- || fested the disposition, to unbosom himself to the 
ces, I can but commend him for his frankness; but || porter of the Executive. The resolutions come || country; and I shall take what he says at least as 
v of how is it with a large majority of those who usu- || altogether from those who professedly are opposed || an indication of what policy is to be pursued. — 
that ally act with that Senator? Will they vote to || to the Administration. They want to giveadvice | In a few days, Mr. President, I shall leave this 
t he take up this resolution, and thus give to those of || toit. The advice is not proposed to be given by || ‘gay and festive scene,” [laughter,] en route to 
seh: us on this side of the Chamber, who deny any || itsfriends. Besides, we have no time toconsider || my home in the wilds and mountains on the Pa- 
it is such power, and who oppose any such policy, an || the question; and the very honorable Senator who |, cific coast. I propose to leave very soon, unless 
cles opportunity of saying so, and of expressing to the || presents the resolution, and asks us to take it up, || there is an extra session of Congress cailed. Un- 
snot Executive our opinion against coercion, or at- || himself says that he cannot stay here any longer || less I have some intimation from the Adminis- 
the tempting coercion in any form? I repeat, Mr. || than to-day, orto-morrow atany rate. For these || tration here that an extra session is to be called 
ther President, I hope they will; but I fear the ggquel | reasons, | think it is an assumption in us to un- || which will ee my presence, I propose to go 
‘this will prove they will not. - || dertake to entertain this resolution, coming from || home; and I do not propose to return until next 
‘ould Now, sir, I am in favor of the resolution of the || the quarter and having the purpose in view which i December, if Ido then; that will depend upon the 
os of honorable Senator from Kentucky, or I am quite || it professes. || dispensations of Divine Providence. If your Ser- 
omi- as willing to take the more comprehensive amend- || .Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, Only a single word, || cone Die is sent to compel my attendance, 
have ment offered by the honorable Senator from North || sir. I do not see why the Senate may not ex- | he will cross many a stormy billow, and many a 
pull: Carolina; either conveys the idea to the Executive || press its opinion upon the duty of the Govern- || high and rugged mountain peal, before he finds 
ates, and the country as to what our opinion of his || ment in the present condition of the country, | me. And, inasmuch as I propose to take this’ 
hts duty is in the present emergency. In the absence |) without elaborate debate. The Senate is in pos- | course, and to return to the people who have sent 
ority i any act or expression on the part of the new | session of all the facts; the country is in possession || me here, there will be ten thousand questions pro- 
wer, Administration, up to this time, showing or an- || of all the facts. Give your opinion. It will be poeee to me. Many a hundred of the honest 
and nouncing what its policy towards the confederated || worth much to this country. Argue itafterwards. || backwoodsmen will ask me, when I reach the 
That States is to be, I think there is great propriety, |, Speak to yourconstituents;addresslettersthrough | shores of the Pacific, what is to be the course of 
ae now that we are about to separate, to decently || the public press, if Senators choose; but the sim- || this Administration, They want to know whether 
aad Xpress our opinion in the manner proposed inthe | ple vote of the Senate will be of value to this | we shall have peace or war. If I go there, and 
Rows resoludon and amendment under consideration. | country, if that vote should be in the direction of | tell them I do not know, they will at once insti- 
a { am anxious to take up the subject; not to || peace and conciliation. \| tute an ery as to what they sent me here for. 
> the talk about it, but to give a silent vote, indicating || The Senator from Vermont says that there is || ([Laughter.} Itisa very violent presumption that 
my convictions of the duty of those who are to || no time to argue it, and that I, who moved it, || a Senator knows everything, however much he 
ator actin our absence. I do not know whether the || must go away. It is true that I mast leave the | may be supposed Kuve in order to get here; 
Sena counsel we propose giving the Executive from |! city to-morrow, for private and domestic reasons, | and it is particularly a violent presumption in my 
this side of the Chamber would be heeded or not; | which I have stated to Senators in explanation of || case; but I do desire to go back to the Pacific coast 
+ the but he is not as wise a man as I take him to be || that course. But, sir, | see not why the Senate '| with direct and explicit information upon this 
V hen if he attempts coercion in any form, or the en- |; may not take up this question, and vote upon it. |, subject; I do desire to be able, when I return to 
“yote forcement of Federal authority in any one of the | As to the suggestion of the Senator from Ver- || Oregon, (and I shall go through California on my 
, was seven States that have, by a conventional ordi- || mont that no notice should be taken of this res- || way to Oregon,) to say to the people there what 
newer nance, declared themselves out of the Union. But || olution, because it comes from a source not polit- || is to be the course of this Administration, what 
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knowledge, and to be able to communicate it to 


them as coming from a reliable source, for 1 know |! 


the question will be asked me. 

Jam sorry that the resolution which was offered 
by the distinguished Senator from Illinois was 
tabled yesterday by the vote of Senators on the 
other side. 1] was anxious that the information 
which it called for should be elicited; but, inas- 
much as that information was not cticited, the 
next best course that | can see is to get the inferm- 
ation from the Senators, from the members who 
represent the Administration here, and for that 
reason I concur with the distinguished Senator 
from Ohio in the hope that the Senate will take up 
this resolution and give it a fair discussion, and I 
hope that Senators will remain here for that pur- 
pose. 


| kpow thatthere are conflicting feelings in this | 


country; | know thatthere areagreatmany people 
who are anxious to go down South and cultivate 
that feeling of fraternal friendship and brother! 

love upon which this Union is predicated, with 


the bayonet. Now, if you can prove to me that 


this feeling can be cultivated with the bayonet, 
then Lam willing to resort to the bayonet; but 
until you do prove that, I shall be constrained to 
differ from it. I do not believe can make aman 
love me any better by thrusting a bayonet into-his 
stomach. ([Laughter.] There is ‘an irrepress- 
ible conflict”? going on between the sections of the 
country, and there is * an irrepressible conflict”’ 


going on in the North. There isa conflict be- | 


tween the opinions of the men who are anxious 
to involve the country in war and the men who 


are anxious to maintain peace. There is a class | 


of people in this country who desire to involve 
the country in war, and I may be permitted to 


say thata good many of them reside in the North, | 


and they are people who are invincible in peace 
and invisible inwar. ([Laughter.] 

The people of the Pacific coast are anxious to 
have some information upon this subject, and that 
is the only reason why { advocate taking up the 
resolution. On the Pacific coast we have lived for 
a great many years, surrounded by constant 
alarms. For nearly a fifth of a century, during 
the time I have resided there, we have lived, I 
say, in the midst of constant alarms. We have 


been surrounded by savages, and compelled to | 


defend ourselves against them; and whatever may 


be the result of the present controversy, | appre- | 


hend that our people will not be called upon to 
participate in any general war which Pay result 
trom the impending difficulties; but we shall not 
be restrained from a participation in those djffi- 


. ‘ 
culties by any horror of bloodshed. We are'ac- | 
customed to look upon blood with composure. | 
We have lived, moved, and had our being almost | 


by our rifles. We defended the country before 
the laws of the United States were extended over 


it, by our rifles. We held it there for these Uni- | 


ted States; we held it for the General Government; 
and since the laws of the United States have been 
extended over us, since we have had a Govern- 
ment there predicated upon the authority of the 


United States, we have been compelled to defend | 


ourselves, I say we shall not shrink from these 
responsibilities on account of any dread or appre- 


hension that may result from the apprehension of | 


sudden death, which inevitably takes place in war. 


We do not dread it on that account; but we do | 
|| Mr, BRIGHT. The motion is to adjourn until | 


dread iton higher considerations. Of the con- 
stituency which I represent upon this floor—the 
people of Oregon—at least one third are from the 
slaveholding States of this Union. Their fathers, 
their mothers, their brothers, their sisters, their 


children, and their kindred, reside in the slave- | 


holding States to-day, particdlarly in the States 


of Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky, and Arkan- | 


sas, a0d many in Virginia; and those people, when 
I return to them, constantly feeling an anxiety 
about their kindred who reside here, will propose 
the question tome: ** Whatis to be done?”’ The 

will want to know whether they are to be calle 

upon to take arms in defense of the Union, or upon 
whathypothesis they are totake uparms; whether 
tly are to be compelled to meet their brethren in 
the field or not. [have kindred myself who reside 
in those States; and [, asan individua!,am anxious 
to know, and my constituents are sill more anx- 
ious to know; and for these considerations I shall 
vote to take up the resolution, without indicating 
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Dihdh Ses is slates | jar 
18 to be the result of the impending difficulties. 1 | 
do desire to have that information within my own || 











what my vote may be upon its passage hereafter. 
| 1 am anxious to take it up, so as to give the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Ohio [Mr. Wane] an 
opportunity to indicate what his feelings are, and 
| I shall take his feelings very much as the feelings 
of the Administration. 

Mr. CLARK. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
| ness. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I hope not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope we shall be allowed 
to take the vote on the motion of the Senator from 
Kentucky. Just let us call the roll. I ask the 
Senator from New Hampshire to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. CLARK. No; I will not withdraw it: 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on the motion of the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 1 suppose this may 
_ be considered a sort of test. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I wish to vote understand- 
ingly on this matter. I am willing, if the vote 
ean be taken without any further debate upon the 
proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, to 

| vote in the negative on the motion of the Senator 
| from New Hampshire; but if the debate is to go 
|, on, I shail vote in the affirmative. If there is an 
understanding that the vote shall be taken at once, 
| without further debate, | am opposed to going 
|| into executive session now; otherwise, 1] am in 
| favor of it, for | have no idea of staying here a 
week. 

Mr. DIXON. I wish to be heard on this ques- 
tion. I give notice that if it is taken up, I wish 
to be heard upon it, and I shall deem it my duty 
to address the Senate on the subject. 

Mr. COLLAMER. So shall I. 

‘| The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
|| Mr. Crark’s motion, resulted—yeas 19, nays 10; 
|| as follows: 

| YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Collamer, Cowan, 
|| Dixon, Doolittle, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Howe, John- 
|| son, King, Lane, Morrill, Sherman, Simmons, Ten Eyck, 
| and Wilmot—-19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Breckinridge, Bright, Clingman, Doug- 
a Nesmith, Polk, Powell, Trumbull, and Wade 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. There isnota 
|| quorum voting. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I move that the Senate do 
|| now adjourn, 

Mr. POWELL. If the Senator from Vermont 


will allow me, I wish to have a message printed. 


|| without a quorum. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I[movean adjournment. 
| 

| 


on the motion to adjourn. 


|| journ? 

|| Several Senators. Eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

Other Senators. No; one o’clock. 

‘|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 

|| derstands that there is no rule now fixing the hour 

at which the Senate shall reassemble. 

|| Mr. KING. One o’clock is time enough. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 

|| that when the Senate adjourns, it be to one o’clock 

to-morrow. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to amend by sub- 





morning, and get through. 


to-morrow at one o’clock. ' 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
is, that, when the the Senate adjourns, it be to to- 
morrow at one o’clock. 
Mr. HALE. Was there not a motion to ad- 
journ preceding that? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There was; 


but the Chair was unable to announce any hour 
to which the Senate would adjourn, at least with- 
out inquiry; and he ascertained that there was no 
hour fixed. The Chair could not pronounce the 


Senate adjourned to any hour. 
Mr. FOOT. By a standing order of the Sen- 


our daily meeting was one o’clock, Yesterday a 
special motion was made that, when the Senate 
then adjourned, it should be to to-day at eleven 
o’clock. It was no change of the general rule, 
except for to-day; so that if the Senate now ad- 
journs simply on a general motion to adjourn, it 


| 
! 
| ate, until otherwise directed, the hour fixed for 
i 
i 
| 





| the motion to adjourn. 





Mr. SIMMONS. (We cannot do any business 


The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question | 
Mr. ANTHONY. To what time do we ad- | 





stituting eleven o’clock. Let us come here in the | 





27, 


ee 





is to one o’clock, that being the standing order 


[** That is right.*’] 

Mr. BRIGHT. Let us have the question on 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question 
on the motion to adjourn, and it w 
to—ayes 12, noes 20. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive bys). 
ness. 

Mr. KING. That is not in order without a 
quorum. ; 


Mr. WADE. There isaquorum. Two haye 


48 NOt agreed 


, come in since the count. 


Mr. KING. The last vote was thirty-two, 
Mr. COLLAMER. We wanted five of a quo- 
rum on the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators jy 
favor of the motion 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I submit that the mo. 
tion is not in order, because the last vote disclosed 
the want ofa quorum. I shall insist upon a vote 
on the resolution which I had the honor to offey. 
as far as 1 can do so in accordance with parlia- 
mentary rules. The motion to go into executive 





| session is a motion to avoid a vote on that rego- 


lution. The last vote showed the absence of a 
quorum, and I submit that it is not in order now 
to move to go into executive session. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Choir 


| would not have entertained the motion but for the 


suggestion that two Senators had come in since 


| the vote was announced. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Let the presence o/ 
a quorum be determined by the Chair. 
he PRESIDING OFFICER counted the num- 


ber of Senators, and announced that there were 


| but thirty-one present. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I move that the Senate 
adjourn, 

Mr. HALE. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 10, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Foot, Foster, Howe, Johnson, King, and Simmons—-10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Breckinridge, Bright, Clian- 
dler, Clark, Clingman, Dougias, Hale, Harlan, Lane, Mitch- 
el, Morrill, Nesmith, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Rice, Sher- 
man, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wil- 
mot—23. ; 

So the Senate refused to adjourn; no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. CLARK. I move that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be directed to request the attendance of 


| those Senators who may be in the city who are 


absent from the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I second that motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam satisfied, from my 
experience here, that that motion would be sim- 
ply to keep those of us who are present here, 


| without accomplishing anything. I think we had 


better adjourn over unti! to-morrow. I have no 
doubt there will be a quorum of the Senate pres- 
ent to-morrow. Several Senators who were here 
to-day are now out. If we stay here for an hour 
or two, for the Sergeant-at-Arms to go and hunt 
them up, some who are now here will leave. | 
have ver seen any practical good result from a 
motion of this kind. 

Mr. CLARK. If the Senator will allow me, 
we only lack one or two of a quorum; and we 
could find them somewhere about the building, 
possibly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I presume the officers have 
been searching for absentees in the building. 
think we had better adjourn until to-morrow. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I agree with the suggestion 
made by the Senator from Illinois. I have voted 
against an adjournment heretofore, but I shall 
vote for it now. If we undertake to send for ab- 
sent Senators, it will keep us here without doing 


anything. tnd 

Mr. ALE. I wish to suggest to my friends 
on the right and left, that if we adjourn till to- 
morrow, in all human probability we shall not 
have a quorum; and I do not think we ought to 
have one. If gentlemen have gone off and left us 
in this way, and thus necessitated Senators ‘ 
stay here another day—I am not disposed to oar 
sure any gentleman who has thus left us withou 
a quorum—— 

Mr. RICE. Youneverdid. | ie oe 

Mr. HALE. No, sir;,1 never did. I think i 
we will agree to take a recess until five or six 
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ena aT 
o’clock this evening, it will accomplish the pur- 
ose. [°*Oh, no!?”| 

Mr. RICE. Nobody will be here then. 

Mr. HALE. Well, I shall not insist upon it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I willask if, by common 
consent, We cannot agree to meet at an earlier 
time to-morrow. That might accommodate many 
centiemen Who can stay, and then go off on the 
three o'clock train. 
eleven o’clock, instead of one. 

Mr. HALE, |! object. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to, 

Mr. POWELL. I move that the message of 
the President of the United States, in peapogee to 
the resolution | offered the other day, asking 
the correspondence and dispatches of Major An- 
derson, during the time he has been in command 
at Fort Sumter, be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair ) There is a question already pending 
before the Senate. The Chair can entertain no 
motion, except for the purpose of procuring a 
quorum. That relates to the transaction of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. POWELL. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We can do no business, 
as there is no quorum present. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, There is now a quo- 
rum in the Chamber 

[Mr. Bayarp appeared in the Chamber.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Here comes the quorum. 
{Laughter. 


Mr. POWELL. 


I now move that the message 


of the President in response to the resolution ask- | 


ing for the correspondence with Major Anderson, 
as commander at Fort Sumter, be printed, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


yresent, 

Mr. POWELL 
minute. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
Mr. POWELL. I believe [I have the floor. 

Mr. SIMMONS. You were not on the floor. 
1 suppose | can make that motion any time you 
are noton the floor. 

Mr. POWELL. 
jection to my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the message of the President of the United 
Staies, alluded to by the Senator from Kentucky, 
be printed. 

Mr. HALE. 
it in order for the Senate, after ascertaining that 
there is no quorum present, to do any business 
of that sort? 

Mr. POWELL. There is a quorum now pres- 
ent. Two Senators have since come in. 

Mr. HALE. If that is ascertained, I shall have 
no objection, 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
tled to the floor? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair rec- 
ognizes the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. POWELL. I have not yielded the floor. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Is the Senator going to hold 
on to it forever? 

Mr. HALE. [rise to a question of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. . The Senator 
will state his point of order. 

Mr. HALE. The point of order is, that it is 
not in the power of the Senate to entertain any 
motion except to adjourn, or to compel the at- 


Mr. President, am I enti- 


tendance of absent members, after it has been as- | 


certained that there is no quorum here. 


_Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If the Senator from | 


ew Hampshire will allow me, on the last vott 
that was taken we lacked but one of a quorim. 
No Senator has since left the Chamber, and one 
or two Senators have come in. 


1 move that the Senate 


ing for | 


I suppose it can be done by 


The Chair can | 
receive the motion only by unanimous consent; | 
there being other motions pending, and vo quorum | 


I imagine it will not take a | 


I move that the Senate pro- | 


We have now a | 


‘| before the Senate is upon taking up that resolu- 


Let us meet to-morrow at | 


| 
} 
| 


j 





I understand there is no ob- | 


I rise to a question of order. Is || 


| 


|| 


quorum present, as can be verified by the Chair, || 


if it be desired. Now, I desire to know what busi- 
ness is before the Senate. The question upon 
taking up the resolution I had the honor to offer 
was the business before the Senate when the mo- 
tion was made to go into executive session. That 
motion was negatived. Henee, the question now 
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tion, upon which I ask the vote. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I believe the motion to go || 
into executive session is always in order. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Very well. It was | 
voted down; and, having been voted down, the | 
original question recurs. ] 
Mr. SIMMONS. That was some time ago. | 
Mr. JOHNSON. A motion to go into exec- | 
utive session, | suppose, is in order. A majority 


' can go into executive session, and I suppose we | 


i 
can have a vote on that, and an announcement of |} 
the result. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. As there is no }} 


| quorum voting, no resuit-can be announced, ex- || 


| cept that there is no quorum voting, giving the | 


| executive session is in order. 


| no quorum having voted upon it. 


/and the result of that vote was—10 yeas and 23 


| and announce the result. 


| Illinois will allow me,I will correct him upon that 
| point. Less than a quorum may refuse to adjourn. 


| | was not aware of it. 


o>’ os. 
number. 


Mr. DIXON. I suppose a motion to go into 


Mr. BRIGHT. There is a question pending || 
before the Senate. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


| to go into executive session, in the judgment of || 


the Chair, is still the question before the Senate, 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If there is a quorum 
present, let us vote upon it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I rise to a question of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
from Illinois will state his point of order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I Seed the vote was 
being taken by yeas and nays on the adjournment, 


nays; disclosing the fact that it lacked one of a 
quorum. Since that time, a Senator has come in, 
which makes a quorum; and the first thing in 
order is to call his name, let the quorum appear, 
The Senator stands at 
the desk, and is ready to answer to his name. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If the Senator from 





Mr. BRIGHT. And did refuse. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. And did refuse to 
adjourn. Hence that question cannot arise on | 
that motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The result wasannounced. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the result was announced, | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


It was an- 


| nounced—10 in the affirmative and 23 in the nega- 


LOBB. 


| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Lask for the yeas and 


| that as anything else. 





‘ ; rfp 
tive; and of course the motion was lost. That | 
motion was disposed of. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That answers my objection. || 


Now a quorum is present; and therefore the Sen- 


ator’s motion is in order. || 
. . | 
What is the question now be- || 


Mr. CLARK. 
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nays on that motion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (after first voting in the 
negative,) said: | desire to change my vote. I 
find, on looking at the list, that there are eight 
Senators who have been here to-day, all of them 

tepublicans, who have now gone away, and who 
do not choose to stay and vote with us; and 
therefore I shall vote to adjourn. 

The result was announced—yeas 15, nays 16; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clark, Clingman, Cowan, Dixon, Doo- 
little, Foot, Foster, Hale, Howe, Johnsen, King, Lane, 
Morrill, Simmons, and ‘Trumbull—I15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Breckinridge, Bright, Chan 
dier, Douglas, Harlan, Mitchel, Nesmith, Niehelson, Polk, 
Powell, Rice, Sherman, Ten Eyck, Wade, and Wilson— 
16. 

So the Senate refused to adjourn; no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. CLARK. I now renew my motion, that 
the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to request the at- 
tendance of the absent members of the Senate who 
are in the city. There are some seven or eight 
Republicans who would attezd on the suggestion 
that they were wanted to make « quorum, 

Mr. BRIGHT. We do not want to stay here 
until that is done. 

Mr. CLARK. We might just as well wait for 
We cannot get away. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to request 
the members of the Senate now in the city, who 
are absent, to attend. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Would it be in order to 
amend that motion, to request them to attend at 
seven o’clock? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks not, unless some order to adjourn the 
Senate, or take a recess until that hour, was made. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate 


| adjourn. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I desire to state that 
there is now, and has been all day, a quorum in 
the building. There are Senators in the commit- 
tee-rooms who would come, if sent for, to make 
a quorum; and I will suggest to the Senator from 
Illinois thatif we adjourn now, under the prevent 
order of the Senate, we adjourn unul one o’clock 
to-morrow. Several Senators are obliged to go 
away to-morrow. I suggest to him, therefore, 
thatif we adjourn, we adjourn until eleven o’clock 
instead of one, because Senators who must go in 


| the afternoon, can be here at eleven o’clock, and 


fore the Senate? 1 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstood the Senator from Tennessee to move to 
go into executive session. 


Mr. CLARK. Is that question pending? 


tion now before the Senate. 
Mr. HALE. I must insist upon my point of | 
order. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 


ator from New Hampshire repeat his point of || 


order? 
Mr. HALE. There is no quorum present. 
Mr. BRIGHT. That can be ascertained by a 
count, or by the motion to go into executive ses- 
s10n. 
Mr. HALE. Let that be ascertained. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The‘Chair 


| will entertain the motion, deeming that as rapid 


a mode of ascertaining whether there is a quorum 
present as any other. The question is on the | 
motion to proceed to the consideration of execu- | 
tive business. ‘ 
Mr. CLARK, On that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 
taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 14; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Cowan, Dixon, Doo- | 
little, Foot, Foster, Male, Harlan, Howe, Johnson, King, 


Lane, Morrill, Rice, Sherman, Simmons, Ten Eyck, and | 
Wilmor—19. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Breckinridge, Bright, Chandler, 
Clingman, Dougias, Mitchel, Nesmith, Nicholson, Polk, 
Powell, Trumbull), Wade, and Wilkinson—14. 


| 


participate in the public business for severa! 
hours. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. JI should have no ob- 


|| jection to adjourning until eleven o’clock to-mor- 


row. I was with the Senator from Kentucky to 


|| take up his resolution, and vote upon it; and I 
|| was sorry to see this attempt to defeat that ques- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatisthe ques- || tion by making motions 





Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


allow me, | have given u 


If the Senator will 
all expectation of 


| having any vote on that resolution; and I am now 
| acting upon the most patriotic considerations and 


|| ecutive business. 


the most liberal, of voting upon nominations that 

may be sent in by the President, for purely ex- 

I] have no expectation of any 

vote on that resolution atall, ae my proposition 

to adjourn until eleven o’clock was for the benefit 
of the Republican party only. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall have no objection 


| to adjourning until eleven o’clock to-morrow; but 
| 1 was sorry to see a disposition manifested to 
| shirk a vote on the resolution offered by the Sen- 


| eight Senators, I understand, are in the city 
|| are not here to-day; and it may be well to adjourn, 


ator, and these motions that were made, as I 
thought, with some little feeling by some persons, 
to go into executiye session and get rid of the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Kentucky. 1 did not 
like the appearance of it. I think we have lost an 
hour or two by that sort of motions. We have 
reduced ourselves below a quorum. Gentlemen 
who were making these motions to go into execu- 
live session, and calling the yeas and nays upon 
them, have since left the Chamber. Now, I think 
we shall have a quorum to-morrow. Seven ar 
who 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no |, perhaps, until to-morrow at eleven o’clock. I 


quorum voting. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


adjourn. 


ave no objection to that; but I think it perfect 


I move that the Senate || folly, a waste of timc, and a punishment of our- 
|| selves, to sit here and send out the Sergeant-at- 
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what I have to say by moving that when the Sen- | 


Arms to invite Senators to attend. I will conclude I) 


ate adjourns, itadjourn to meet to-morrow ateleven |) 


o’clock; and if that motion prevails, I shall then 
renew the motion to adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved | 
that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to mect | 
to-morrow at eleven saa. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I was merely about to remark 
that the motions referred to by the Senator from 
Illinois were made on that side of the Chamber, 


not on this. We have been anxious to geta direct || 


vote on the resolutions propeees by the Senators 
from Kentucky and North Carolina. Is itin order 


now to move an adjournment? i] 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ltis. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I move thatthe Senate | 
adjourn. [**Oh,no!’’) Lam willing forthe motion | 
to meetat eleven o’clock to-morrow to be put;and | 
if that question can be taken, I will withdr 
motion. 

Mr. HALE. 
order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
will state his point of order. 

Mr. HALE. My point of order is, that it is 
not in order to alter the hour of adjournment-by 
any number less than a quorum. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 


Mr. SIMMONS. Cannot we alter the hour 


I rise to another question of | 


raw my || 
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few hours we could dispatch our business, and 
such Senators as are compelled to leave the cit 





| a quorum present before we can fix the hour of | 


| ready for the question? 





| 

| 

| members in the city now absent from their seats 
| to return. | 
| 

j 

i 

| 


meeting at eleven, I do not beljeve we shall have || 


a quorum here to-morrow at all. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. What isthe motion? | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is | 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to request | 


Mr. POWELL. If it be in order, I move that 
when the Senate adjourns to-day, it adjourn to 
meet at eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. CLARK. Perhaps that will be adopted by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. 
that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New Hampshire will state his point. of 
order. 


Mr. HALE. 





I raise a question of order on 


The point of order is, that there 


| is no quorum present, and therefore we cannot 





by unanimous consent? 

Mr. HALE. You will not get mine. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate is not 
in order. It is moved that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

r- POWELL. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unless the 
motion is withdrawn, the Chair must put it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I insist on the motion. 

The question being put, the Senate refused to 
adjourn; there being, on a division—ayes 11, noes 
16; no quorum voting. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I desire to ask the Senator 
from New Hampshire, who made that objection, 
to withdraw it. I think, since the Senator from 
Kentucky made the remark, that he means to sit 
here now for patriotic purposes instead of—I 
might infer that he had shone before (laughter]— 
the Senator from New Hampshire will let us ad- 
journ to meet at eleven o’clock to-morrow. I 
want to get away at three o’clock to-morrow to 
go home, and if we do not meet till one [I certainly 
cannot do it. I do not see any reason why we 
could not come here at eleven o’clock. I hope he 
will withdrew his objection, and let us adjourn. 

Mr. HALE. I cannot withdraw the Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. SIMMONS. There is no Constitution 
about it. We can do anything by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. CLARK. 


I desire to inquire what has 
become ofm 


motion to send for absent Senators ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is pending 
before the Senate as yet. 

Mr. CLARK. ill the President be kind 
enough to put it? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 


vened. 
Mr. DIXON. 
adjourn. 


I move that the Senate do now 


he motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 11, noes 18; no quorum voting. 

Mr. CLARK. Does not the question now recur 
on my motion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It does. 

Mr. POWELL. I hope the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mr. Hare] will now withdraw the 
objection he has made, and alow us to fix the 
hour of meeting to-morrow at eleven o’clock. 
That will enable us, I have no doubt, to have a 
quorum here to-morrow; and we can transact the 
business before the Senate, and confirm such nom- 
inations as the President may send to us. I very 
much desired that we should have a vote on the 
resolution of my colleague. I was anxious to vote 
for that resolution, and anxious to vote for the 
substitute offered by the Senator from North Car- 
olina. I very much desired to take the sense of 
the Senate upon those resolutions; but all ho 
of that has vanished. We know we cannot ob- 
tain a vote upon them; but, by an adjournment 
until eleven o’clock to-morrow, I believe ina very 


‘ 


| 
has not been put because other motions in 





| alter the time of meeting. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. _I think the question 
raised by the Senator from New Hampshire is 
well made; and now, having made a persistent 
and honest effort to meet the views of gentlemen 
of the Republican party and to give them an op- 
portunity to make all their nominations, having 
fully discharged my duty and my conscience upon 
this whole subject, | move that the Senate ad- 
journ sine die. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Can we do that without a 

uorum ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Oh, yes. 

Mr. ANTHONY called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I rise to a question of 
order. I do not think it is competent for the Sen- 
ate to doanything more than to adjourn from ay 
to day with less than a quorum. I do not thin 
less than a quorum can get together and dissolve 
the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. We did last session. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It would require a quo- 
rum, I apprehend, to do that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of the same opinion; but the vote on the motion 
may determine that a quorum is present. 

Mr. BAYARD. You cannot tell whether there 
is a quorum until you have a vote upon it. If 
there appears to be no quorum, I admit we cannot 
adjourn sine die. There is no doubt about that. 

r. BRECKINRIDGE. Give us the vote, and 
that will settle the question. 

Mr. DIXON. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

r. BRECKINRIDGE. That motion does 
not take precedence of the one I made. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Oh, yes; it does. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I submit to the Chair 
whether that motion takes precedence of my mo- 
tion to adjourn sine die. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the impres- 
sion of the Chair, itdoes. The motion to adjourn 
without qualification takes precedence of any 
motion whatever. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Of course, I shall 
make no issue with the Chair, but it occurs to me 
it does not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
that the Senate do now adjourn. | 
The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 9, noes 18; no quorum voting. 

Mr. BRECK NRIDGE. Now, let the roll be 
called on the motion to adjourn sine die. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the motion to adjourn sine die. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I move that the Senate ad- 


ourn. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. That motion is not 
in order. We have just this moment voted upon it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The fact has just been 
disclosed that there is no quorum; and until it is 
ascertained that there is a quorum, I raise the 
point of order that it is not competent for any per- 
son to move to adjourn sine die, any more it 
would be to introduce a bill or any other project. 
It cannot be considered until it is ascertained that 
there is a quorum present, and the last vote taken 


It is moved 


Is the Senate | 


| 
| 


| aquorum is asvertained, is to send for 
to-morrow evening can take the evening train. If || bers, or move to adjourn. 
the Senator adheres to the idea that we must have || business. 








coccinea ati a 


——_ 


shows there is none. Now, all we can do, until 


absent mem. 
We can transact o 
You cannot receive this motion to ad- 
journ sine die, and call for the yeas and Nays upo) 
it, until you have determined that a quaren ig 
present. F 
Mr. KING. The Constitution prescribes tha; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Tie Chaic, 
of opinion that the point of order is well taken 
and that the motion cannot be entertained. —’ 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Luadmit that, durins 
the last four years, I have instructed Senators «, 
cereus? that really they are getting to thwar: 
me inall my propositions. (Laughter.} Itis try. 
the Senator’s point of order is well taken; \yut j; 
nobody had raised it, we might have adjourned 
sine die. ; 
Mr. CLARK. What has become of my mo. 
tion? I should like to get the Sergeant-at-Arms 
off after the absent Senators. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wij) 
put the motion at the first opportunity he has. |; 
is moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed 
to request Senators now absent from the Cham. 


| ber, and who are in the city, to return to their 
| seats. 


Mr. HALE. I rose,a moment ago, for the 


| purpose of appealing from the decision of the 


Chair, but I was not recognized, as so many got 
up; but I do appeal from the decision of the Chair, 


| that a less number than a quorum cannot adjourn 


sine die, and I want to state the reasons why | 
appeal. If that be so, the condition to which we 
are reduced is this: a number of gentlemen, now 
out, may stay out, and we have got no power to 


; adjourn, but we must sit here to the end of time; 


we cannot adjourn the body. Now, sir, [ wish 
to state—my recollection is not very distinct upon 
it, but I have a very strong impression—that this 
uestion was valeed vwe years ago, the honorable 
nator from Kentucky then being the Presiding 
Officer; and the necessity of the case was such, 
in that instance, that we sent out and got a quo- 
rum, a bare quorum, to dispose of a few nomina- 
tions; and, before the time came for the adjourn- 
ment, that quorum had left us; and we were here, 
and we should have been under the necessity of 
staying here the whole year round, if this doctrine 
neil prevailed but, from the very necessity of the 
case, belonging to every deliberative assembly, 
to dissolve their meetings when they are inca- 
pacitated for doing business, it was ruled at that 
time—if the Senator from Kentucky was looking 
at me, I would say tu duce, under his doctrine— 
that we could adjourn. It strikes me, with all 
deferenee to the good sense and parliamentary 
knowledge and experience of the Chair, that com- 
mon sense must dictate that every body 
have the power of dissolving themselves  »: 
they have been permanently reduced below a quo- 
rum. If that be not so, the absence of these gen- 
tlemen, who have, in violation of your rules, left 
the Chamber, compels you to sit here intermin- 
ably. This is all I have to say on that subject. 
I think the Chair is mistaken upon it, and that 
the practice has been the other way. 
r. SIMMONS. Mr. President, I do not know 
anything about the rules on this subject—— 

Mr. LARK. I rise to inquire whether my 
motion is not in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mr. Hare} has taken an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, which the 

hair will put previous to any other motion. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I was about to say some 
thing upon that appeal; but my friend from New 
STampanire [Mr. Siac) is so very anxious 10 
get the Sergeant-at-Arms at work, that I was will- 
ing to give way. 


r. CLARK. I aim obliged to be anxious oF 
I shall not get him out. 
, Mr. SI ONS. I hold that the Senate can- 


nat end its session until it has made the ing ol 
inary motions, and sent to the President In te 
ordinary way. Until that is done, a minority 
cannot adjourn sine die; but when the Senate have 
attended to that business, if there are but one oF 
two remaining, they may adjourn. I have know F 
the Senate to adjourn with two Senators prese””; 
but, until the preliminary business is done, \« 6 
not in order to make this motion. ; 

Mr. HALE. Of that the Senate must judge. 
If they have disposed of the necessary prelimin- 
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appeal from the decision of the Chair may be taken | dent of the United States, by Mr. Nicoxay, his 


| 


ary business, the Senator from Rhode Island ad- | 
mits they may do it. Who is to judge whether | 
they have @one what is necessary to be done? We || 
ourselves; nobody else could judge of it for us. | 
The very fact that the motion is made, enter- | 
tained, and passed, is the deliberate judgment of 
the Senate that they have done all the work that | 
is necessary. I do not take this appeal in any | 
factious spirit; [ have the utmost respect for the | 
decision of the Chair; but it strikes me to result | 
in an utter absurdity to say that less than a ma- ! 
jority cannot adjourn sine die, and thus put twen- 
ty-nine men at the mercy of five. 
“Mr. DOOLITTLE. ! think I must raise a | 
question of order on the Senator from New Hamp- | 
shire, that, there being less than a quorum pres- 
ent, we cannot decide the question on the appeal. 
Mr. BAYARD. I cannot doubt that less than || 
a majority of aquorum cannot determine the final 
adjournment of the Senate under the Constitu- || 
tion. If there is any meaning in the language of || 
the Constitution, the power does not exist to 
adjourn but from day to day, rom wees with the 
power of sending for absent members, whether 
they be in this city or elsewhere. That is the | 
remedy, and the only remedy. You must havea 
quorum, unless you have passed a previous res- 
olution, by a majority of a quorum, that the Sen- 
ate willadjourn sine die at such an hour oratsuch 
atime. Ofcourse that becomes imperative sub- 
sequently, and two persons may adjourn the body | 
at that time; but the adjournment then becomes 
an adjournment sine die by virtue of the order of 
the Senate; but where is the power to end its ses- | 
sion, the Senate being a continuous body, unless 
it is done by the act of a majority of a quorum, | 





any more than to passa bill? Look at the lan- 
guage of the Constitution. I do not think, when 
you come to read it, that it can be doubted that | 
the intent of the Constitution is that a minority— | 
that is, a number less than a quorum—can only | 
adjourn de die in diem; and, im order to enable | 
them to act otherwise, or to adjourn sine die, the | 
power is given them to send for absent members. | 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Forthe information || 
of the Senate, I will read the provision of the Con- |) 
stitution upon this subject: | 

“ Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, | 
and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of || 
each shall constitute a quorum to do business ; but asmaller | 
number may adjourn from day to day, and may be author- | 
ized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such | 
manner and under such penalties as each House may pre- | 
scribe.” , | 

That is the language of the Constitution. Since 
it is a grave constitutional question, I decline to 
express any opinion of my own on the subject; | 
and if I might venture to advise the Chair, | | 
would suggest that, in accordance with the usage 
which has prevailed here, upon a question of that |g 
sort being raised by the Senator from New Hamr- || 
shire, it would be very well for the Chair to remit || 
it to the decision of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair kiad | 
decided, on the announcement of the vote on the | 
question of adjournment, there being no quorum 
Enea that amotion to adjourn sine die could not 
ve received as in order, the Chair being of the || 
opinion that less than a quorum were not compe- | 
tent to adjourn the Senate sine die. From that de- 
cision the Senator from New Hampshire appeals; | 
and the question is, ‘*Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate?”’ 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. On that [ raise a question || 
of order. There being less than a quorum pres- | 
ent, we cannot do any business; and that isa part 
of our business—deeiding what shall be the rules 
of order in the Senate. We can do nothing but 
move to adjourn or move to send for absent mem- 


bers. That is all the power we have under the 
Constitution. 


Mr. SIMMONS. | 
adjourn. | 
lhe motion was not agreed to; there being, on || 
a ‘ronal 13, noes 14; no quorum voting. 
Mr. CLARK. Now, Mr. President, I desire 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








I move that the Senate i 


to know if my motion to send the Sergeant-at- | 
Arms after the absent Senators is not in order? | 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thereisaques- | 
tion already pending; and that is the appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr.CLARK. I understood there wasa point | 
of order raised on that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
Overrules that point of order, and decides that an | 


| 


when less than a quorum is present, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. As it requires a quorum to 


| decide that question, I suppose the motion of the 


Senator from New Hampshire takes priority, in 
order to bring the Senators here, so that we may 
decide the question. The very object is to bring 


them in to have a quorum to decide that ques- | 


tion. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Assome proceedings || 


have taken place since the vote which disclosed 
the want of a quorum, and as it may be very pos- 
sible that there is a quorum now in the Chamber, 


_ and it will be assumed to be so, unless some ques- 


tion be raised, by way of solving this matter, if 
itis really the purpose of the Senate to do any more 
business, and enable those who must leave to- 
morrow afternoon to be here and take part in the 
public business, if Senators will make no objec- 


tion now, the motion I propose to make will solve || 
I move that the Senate take a recess | 


the matter. 
until to-morrow, at eleven o’clock. 

Mr. HALE. That would be an excess. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move to take a 
recess until to-morrow at eleven o’clock. That 
will give two or three hours to-morrow for the 
transaction of the public business. If no Senator 


| will raise a question about a quorum, we can 


come here to-morrow and transact whatever pub- 
lic business there may be. 


Mr. RICE. Since I have had the honor of a | 
seat in this body, I have been present every day. | 


I consider the rules of the Senate to be a part of 
the Constitution, because the Constitution gives 
to the Senate the right to prescribe its own rules. 
Time and time again have I seen Senators here 
move adjournments, and go around quietly to 


their dinners. I have always been here to vote; 
I always shall be, so long as my health will per- 
mit. Row: I am opposed to all this trickery; it 
is nothing else. We have sworn to support the 
Constitution; and in taking that oath, we have by 
implication sworn to support the rules of the 


Senate; and so long as I occupy a seat here, I | 


will remain and vote against an adjournment 
when there is any business to be done; and if 
Senators will take the responsibility of absenting 
themselves for the purpose of getting their din- 


ners or any other purpose, I care not what, so | 


long as my vote will go to compel them to meet 
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|| Secretary. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
olution: 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate, the true 
way to preserve the Union is to enforce the laws of the 
Union; that resistance to their enforcement, whether un 
der the name of anti-coercion or any other name, is encour- 
agement to disunion ; and that it is the duty of the Presi- 
dent to use all tbe means in his power to hoid and protect 
the public property of the United States, and enforce the 
laws thereof, as well in the States of South Carolina, Geor 
| gia, Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas, 
as within the other States of the Union. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on the resolution, I should be glad to have 
a-vote taken on it. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. As we were unable to 


I offer the following res- 


i] 
| ENFORCEMENT OF TUE LAWS. 


|| obtain a vote yesterday on the propositions then 


pending, I have offered this resolution as express- 
ive of the views which I entertain as to the duty 
of the Government. I desire that the resolution 
may be printed, and T should be very glad, in- 
deed, if we could have a vote on it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. There is.no objection on this 
side; I suppose we are all ready to vote on it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion can be considered only by unanimous con- 


| sent. 





| 


| 


here and attend to their business, it shall be 


given. 

Now, why take a recess until to-morrow at 
eleven o’clock? Is there not business for us to 
do? If so, let us stay here like men, and do it. 


I object to this entire system of breaking up a || 


| 
} 


break up a quorum, for the purpose of going to get |) 


| 

|| will first put the question upon the demand for 
| 
} 


quorum, so as to dodge any question that may be | 


brought before us. [ am going to sta 
meet it; and I will stay here if I am alone, and 
vote whenever my name is called. The first duty 
that I owe as a Senator is to be in my seat; the 
next is to vote when my name is called. If others 


here to | 


see fit to absent themselves, for any reason, I care | 


not what, I consider them derelict in their duty. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. lt is moved 
that the Senate take a recess until to-morrow at 
eleven o’clock. 
Mr. HALE. I desire to raise a question of 
order on this motion. This is, substantially, an 


| adjournment, 


Mr. RICE. Nothing else. 
Mr. HALE. Itis nothing but an adjournment; 


and I raise the question of order that the hour of | 


meeting fixed by the standing resolution of the 


| Senate cannot be altered by simply calling it a 


recess, instead of an adjournment. 
Mr. DIXON. I move thay the Senate do now 


| adjourn. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Thatisto one o’clock. 


The motion was agreed to; there being, on a | 
| division, ayes 21, noes 6; and the Senate adjourned 


until to-morrow at one o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, March 28, 1861. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guatey. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to dispense with 
the reading of the Journal. s 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can only be 
done by unanimous consent. The Chair hears no 
objection. 

veral messages were received from the Presi- 


Mr. BRIGHT and Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
There is no objection on this side. 

Mr. COLLAMER and Mr. KING. 
is it? : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask that it be printed. 
There will be no objection to that, I presume. 
[** Oh, no.” 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Let us have the yeas and 
nays on its adoption. 
| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. On agreeing to 
the resolution, the yeas and nays are asked. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


What 


the yeas and nays, before entertaining the motion 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. 


The yeas and nays were ordered on the reso- 
lution. 
Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration ofexecutive business. 
Mr. BRIGHT. We should like to vote on this 
resolution; it will take but a moment. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, Let me ask the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts if he heard the resolu- 
| tion read which was offered by the Senator from 


Illinois? 
Mr. SUMNER. I did not. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Perhaps the Senator 


would not object to a vote on it if he knew what 
it was. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Senator from Massachusetts insist on his motion ? 
Mr. SUMNER. I persist in the motion. 
| ‘The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
| is on the motion that the Senate now proceed to 


| the consideration of executive business. 


| Mr. BRIGHT. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. desire to say that I shall vote 
| against going into executive session, for the rea- 
son that I wish to vote on the resolution offered 
| by the Senator from Illinois. I wish to vote 
| against it withoutdebate, 1 am prepared to vote 





‘| upon it, as I presume every gentleman on this 
|| side of the Chamber is. 


| 


Mr. HALE. It is very much against my wish 
| that I say a word here now. I have stood all the 
debates that were had on the introduction of the 
resolution of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
Doveras,] and the Senator from Kentucky, | Mr. 
| Brecurnringe,} and refrained entirely from say- 
| ing a word; but atthis time I must be permitted, 
| if this resolution is insisted upon—— 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator forgets that he 
| read a written speech on my resolution. 
| Mr. BINGHAM. Out of the Bible. 
Mr. HALE. I find the Senator from Illinois 
_ remembers that reproof better than anything else 
| that occurred. (Laughter.] I was going tosay, 
| that whilst we are here, and while | am a mem- 
ber of the Senate, I am ready to give to the Pres- 
ident just exactly that advice which belongs to 
| the position that my constituents have assigned 
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me, under the forms and in the mode prescribed 
by the Constitution, and agreeably to the usages 
of the body. I am not prepared at this very late 
ye of the session to interpose my advice to the 
Administration upon the great question which 
now presents itself to this country. 

Mr. FOSTER. I rise to a question of order. 
I wish to ask whether this resolution is now be- 
fore the Senate for discussion, or whether it can 
be considered without the unanimous consent of 
the Senate ? : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
before the Senate is on the motion to proceed to 
the consideration of executive busjness. 

7 Mr. FOSTER. ILask whether thaf is debata- 
le? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itis not open 
to debate on the merits of the resolution referred 
to by the Senator. Brief remarks, assigning rea- 
sons for or against the motion to proceed at this 
time to the consideration of executive business, 
are admissible under the practice; but not on any 
resolution which has been offered. 

Me. HALE. Well, sir, if I trespass on the 
rules of the Senate I shall sit down. Is the res- 


olution received ? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Hhe resolu- 
tion is superseded for the time being by a motion, 
which takes precedence, to proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

Mr. HALE. I certainly have no desire to 
trespass on the time of the Senate; but the reso- 
lution cannot pass, nor can it be rejected, without 
my having an opportunity to explain the position 
which I occupy upon it; and I was gofhg to do it 
in this stage. I have no desire to take up the 
time of the Senate; and if it is the wish of the 
Senate to go into executive session, I will forbear 
mE somerte and let the vote be taken. 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Clerk will 
call the roll on the motion to proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

Mr. POWELL. I should be obliged to the 
Senate if they would allow me to call up a mes- 
sage, to have it printed, before this vote is taken. 
it will take no time. I will say to the Senate that 
I introduced a resolution the other day calling for 
the dispatches of Major Anderson during the time 
he has been in command at Fort Sumter. The 
President, in reply to that resolution, says it is 
incompatible with the public interest to have those 
dispatches published at this time. 1 have seen it 
stated in Republican newspapers, leading journals 
of that party for some week or so back, that the 
country had been deceived as to the amount of 
supplies at Fort Sumter. 

r. COLLAMER., Is the motion withdrawn 
to,Re into executive session? 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not with- 
drawn. 

Mr.POWELL. I will makeashort statement, 
and then yield the floor. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The gentleman seems to 
be making a speech. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the ques- 
tion of order be raised, the Chair is bound to say 
that remarks in reference to another question are 
not strictly in order. 

Mr.POWELL. One momentto state reasons 
why it ought to be prinied. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That is all any speech 
ever ought to contain—the reasons. 

Mr. POWELL. That is very true. Am Lin 
order or not, sir? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
obliged to say, with great deference, that remarks 
are notstrictly in order pertaining to another ques- 
tion not before the Senate, except by unanimous 
consent of the body. 

Mr. POWELL. I thought I had that before 
I commenced my remarks. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If no objection 
be interposed, the Senator from Kentucky will 
proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. COLLAMER., | feel it to be my duty to 
object to any collateral motion of that kind while 
a motion for executive session is pending. If the 
gentleman who made the motion for an executive 
session withdraws it, | have no objection to the 
Senator from Kentucky proceeding at any length. 

Mr. POWELL. | tried on two occasions yes- 
terday to get up the motion to print that message. 
The reputation of Major Anderson—a bold and 

gallant officer of my own State—has been assailed 


by newspaper articles that claim to be predicated 
upon his dispatches. I wished those dispatches 
to be published, in order that he might be vindi- 
cated. This is the only mode J had to doit. 1 


| 


printed, it will be found that Major Anderson has 


| not misrepresented the facts at all. It does not 
| seem that I am allowed to proceed. I know him to 
| be a bold, true, and honorable officer of the Army; 
and he will be always true to his flag; and I think 
the Senate ought to allow the message to be printed 
and remarks to be made upon it, that justice may 
| be done to Major Anderson, and that those who 
| have misrepresented him and who have predicated 
| their assaults on the dispatches which it is said 
he has sent to the War Department may correct 
it. I have no fears of the reputation of that officer 
| whenever those dispatches come to light. I will 
venture to assert that Major Anderson has said 
| nothing in any one of them that was not strictly 
| the truth, and that they will not be contradictory. 
I will not take up the time of the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Clerk 
| 





will call the roll on the motion to go into execu- 
| tive session. ; 

| Mr.GRIMES, I shall vote in favor of the 
| proposition to go into executive session, but not 
_ for the sake of shirking any responsibility con- 
| nected with the resolution of the Senator from 


Illinois, (Mr. Trumpvuut.] If it had been offered 
on any other occasion, I should vote for it; but 


I am anxious that this executive session should | 


| be brought to a close, and therefore I shall vote 
in favor of going into executive session. I make 
| this explanation in order that my vote may not 
| be misconstrued, for I agree in the sentiment of 
|| the resolution wholly. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I presume there is no ob- 
| jection to printing the message of the President 
of the United States, if that is all the Senator 
from Kentucky wants. I think it will be con- 
ceded by unanimous consent, 
Mr. WELL. I! have asked consent, and 
had it thrice refused. 
| Mr. ANTHONY. I think it was misunder- 
| stood. 
| Mr. POWELL. If the Senate would not 
| allow me that courtesy, I have nothing more to 


ask. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
must request Senators to allow the call of the roll 
to proceed oy the motion of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I never objected to the 
order to print the message; I objected to making 
speeches. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
obliged to arrest further debate on any collateral 
question whatever. ‘The motion is, that the Sen- 
ate now proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The question being taken by pete and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Chandler, Clark, Col- 
lamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Grimes, Hale, Harris, Howe, Johnson, King, Lane, Morrill, 
Sherman, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wilmot, and 
Wilson—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Breckinridge, Bright, Clingman, Doug- 


jas, Kennedy, Mitchel, Nesmith, Nicholson, Powell, Trum- 
bull, and Wade—-11. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness and after some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. BAKER. I move that a committee, to 
consist of two members, be appointed to wait on 
the President of the United States, and inform 
him that, unless he wey. have some further com- 
munication to make, the Senate is now ready to 
close its session by an adjournment. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Baker 
and Mr. Powe. were appointed the committee. 


REGISTER OF DEBATES. 


Mr. DIXON. I move that the resolution pro- 
viding for the purchase of twenty copies of the 
Aunaly of Congress and Register of Deb 
taken up for consideration. 

Mr. POLK. I will state to the Senate, and to 
the Senator from Connecticut especially, that, on 
thinking over this matter since the adjournment 


ates be 


| feel confident that when those dispatches are | 
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yesterday, I am disposed to vote for 
tion. I should like, however, to a 
ment — from the Senator of what the anten 
be of the purchase that is proposed. | und - 
stood him to say six or seven thousand dollars, 
Mr. DIXON. Seven thousand one hundred 
dollars. ? 
Mr. POLK. I shall vote for takino up tl 
resolution. I shall change my vote from what ; 
was yesterday. - 
Mr. KINw and Mr. FESSENDEN called f; 
the yeas and nays. . 
The yeas and nays were ordered on the ques. 
tion of taking up the resolution; and the Clerk 
proceeded with and concluded the call of the ro!) 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Several i 
ators have not voted. Noquorum appears to hay, 
voted. The Clerk will call those who have yo: 
answered to, their names, leaving the responsi. 
bility to those who refuse to answer to arrest pro- 
ceedings for want of a quorum. 
Mr. NICHOLSON. I am paired with the Sp». 





, ator from Oregon, [Mr. Baker;] but Lam authp;. 


ized to vote if my vote will make a quorum, and 
will not affect the result. 

Several Senators having voted, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I feel it my duty to cali the 
attention of the Chair to the fact that the Senato; 
from Michigan [Mr. Bincuam] wasin the Senate 
when his name was called; and when the Chair 
reminded Senators of their duty to vote, he wept 
into the cloak-room. I think he ought to come 
back, and make a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is now 
a quorum. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Very well. 

The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 1{; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Breckinridge, Bright, Chan- 
dler,Collamer, Dixon, Douglas, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harris, 
Johnson, Kennedy, Mitchel, Nesmith, Polk, Rice, Siw- 
mons, Sumner, and Ten Eyck—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cowan, Doolittle, Fessenden, Grimes, 
Harlan, Howe, King, Lane, Nicholson, Sherman, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilmot, and Wilson—14. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. So the reso- 
lution is taken up for consideration, and will be 
read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate procure from 
the publishers, for the Library of the Senate, twenty copies 
of the Annals and Register of Debates of Congress, and pay 
for the same out of the contingent fund of the Senate, ata 
price not exceeding that heretofore paid for the same. 

Mr. KING. I move to amend the resolution, 
so as to make it provide that the Secretary of the 
Senate be directed to ask from the Secretary of 
the Interior, in whose Department, as I under- 
stand, there are seven hundred copies of these 
books, twenty copies for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. DIXON. [hope that amendment will not 
be adopted. I believe that the fact is not as the 
Senator has been informed. I think he is mis- 
taken in regard to that. At any rate, I shall not 
make any words about it. I hope the amendment 
will not be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from New York moves the following amendment 
to the resolution: 


‘That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to inquire 
of the Secretary of the Interior whether he can furnish the 
said books for the use of the Senate. 


Mr. POLK. I hope that amendment will be 
adopted. Ido not wish myself to vote for dupli- 
cate copies, when the Government has them 0! 
hand. Perhaps the Senator from New York ough 
also to add, ‘‘and that if so, they be procured 
from that source;’’ but I do not know that that !s 
necessary. I hope the Senate wil! adopt the 
amendment, Do not let us, make this expense 
any more than we can help. I have changed 1 
vote and voted for the proposition, but sull 
should like to have the expense made as light °s 
possible. — 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I suggest to the Senator e . 
New York, that he will accomplish his object 7 
modifying his amendment in this way: seem 
to add to the resolution now pending, this pr’ 
viso: - ish 

Provided, The Secretary of the Interior cannot furn 
the number required. ; Soc- 

So that we are to buy them, provided the - 
retary of the Interior cannot furnish them. sb 
will enable the Secretary of the Interior to tur! . 
what he has got, and our Secretary (0 purch 
the residue. 
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Mr. KING. Ihave been informed, though I || 
do not know, that there is quite a quantity of these | 
books in the office of the Secretary of the Interior. | 
In my judgment, this is not a very good time, ! 
being the very last moment of the session, to pre- || 
sent a resolution of this kind for us to vote upon. 
We ought to have information on this subject. || 
I remember that a very considerable number of | 
these books was printed, and at a very great cost 

to Congress heretofore. I believe, though of 


information, that there are spare copies in the De- | 
partment of the Interior. They were placed there | 
to be disposed of at a future day by Congress, or | 
by the Senate. I think the Senator from Ohio | 
(Mr. Suerman] stated that there was a consider- | 
able number disposed of by the House of Repre- 

sentatives. I should be glad if he would state | 
what he knows on the subject that he alluded to | 
yesterday. . : | 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I think that | 
two years ago a joint resolution was adopted re- | 
quiring all the books in the Department of State 
to be transferred to the Department of the Inte- | 
rior, and a list or schedule of those books was | 
sent to Congress, and among them were seven | 
hundred copies of Gales & Seaton’s Debates of | 
Congress. A resolution was then passed direct- | 
the Secretary of the Interior to distribute them | 
among the several congressional districts, as far 
as possible. He did it, I believe, giving two | 
copies to each district, to be placed in libraries in 
the district. There are now, if | remember aright, 
about a hundred copies left that could not be dis- 
tributed equally; and therefore they are now in 
Department of the Interior. Ihave no doubt that, 
if the Senate request the Secretary of the Inteyor 
tosend to the library of the Senate acertain num- 
ber of copies, that order will be complied with; 
and therefore this purchase is really unnecessary. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Allow me to call the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Ohio to the fact tha: this | 
resolution is for the Archives, as I understand, and 
his remarks are in regard to Gales & Seaton’s 
Debates; an entirely different class of books. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state, also, that in 
the list of books there were a large number of 
various kinds—I cannot tell what; (the Secretary 
of the Senate, no doubt, can find that list)—and 
among the rest were the Archives, the Annals of 
Congress, the Debates of Congress, and all the 
various books published by Congress. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If that be so, by adopting 
the amendment, *‘ provided they cannot be had in | 
the Department of the Interior,’’ we actually ac- 
complish the object. 

Mr. COLLAMER. In relation to the amend- 
ment suggested by the Senator from Illinois, I 
will say thatI hardly think that will accomplish 
the purpose. The Secretary of the Interior is not | 
authorized to furnish these books anywhere ex- 
cept by law. Of course a provision in this reso- 
lution, ‘* provided they cannot be furnished by the 
Secretary of the Interior,’’ would be answered at 
once, **it cannot be;”’ not because he has not got 
them, but because it wants a law to provide for it. 
I theretore think that would not answer the pur- 
pose. What i want to know is, whether we have 
the books on handanywhere. If we have, let us 
dispose of this resolution, and we can take proper 
means to get at them hereafter. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


1s on the amendment moved by the Senator from 
New York. ‘ 


Mr. COLLAMER. 
Annals of Congress ? 
Mr. DIXON. The Annals of Congress and 
Regintes of Debates; they are two difierent sets, 
and I believe the books to which the Senator from 


Ohio refers are the Register of Debates, and not 
the Annals of Congress. 


Mr.COLLAMER. But this covers both. 








Is this resolution for the 


Mr. DIXON. [ doubt whether you will find 
a full $5 of both. I am told there is not. 
_ The IDENT pro tempore. The question 


You the amendment of the Senator from New 
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Mr. BINGHAM. 
on it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bingham, 


Task for the yeas and nays 


Breckinridge, Collamer, 


| Cowan, Doolittle, Fessenden, Grimes, Harlan, Howe, 


King, Lane, Nicholson, Polk, Sherman, Ten Eyck, ‘Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilmot, and Wilson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bright, Dixon, Douglas, Foot, 
Foster, Hale, Harris, Johuson, Kennedy, Mitchel, Nes- 
mith, Rice, Simmons, and Sumner—15. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DIXON. Is it in order to move an amend- 
ment to the resolution as amended ? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion is open to further amendment. 

Mr. DIXON. I move, as an amendment, to 
strike outall after the word ** ordered,’’ and insert: 


The resolu- 


That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to inquire 


whether the Secretary of the Interior can furnish the An 
nals of Congress and Register of Debates, for the use of 


the Senate; and if not, that the Secretary of the Senate | 


procure from the publishers, for the library of the Senate, 
twenty copies of the same, and pay for the same out of the 


contingent fund of the Senate, at a price not excecding | 


that heretofore paid. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The same objection to 
that exists now as was suggested a moment ago 
by the Senator from Vermont. The ee 
of the Interior has no authority by law to furnish 


the copies; and that would be stated, and then | 


others would be purchased. It is manifest to me 
that this is an unnecessary purchase of books. 
If we have them on hand—as it seems that a por- 
tion if not all of them are in the Interior Depart- 
ment, and the only way to get them out of that 
Department would be by the passage of a law— 
it seems to me we are wasting time on this ques- 
tion. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive lsiness. 

Mr. DIXON. I hope not. I hope the question 
will be taken on the resolution. 


. EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The motion was agreed to—ayes nineteen, noes 
not counted; and after some time spent in execu- 
tive session, the doors were reopened. 


EMPLOYES OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. At the close of the reg- 


ular session a report was submitted by the Com- 
mittee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate in reference to the employés 
of this body. I find in that report, which is No. 
309, this letter from the Sergeant-at-Arms: 
Senate Cuamber, February 27, 1861. 
Sir: In answer to your inquiry as to whether any one 
employed under my direction may not be dispensed with 
* without detriment to the public service,’ and also 
whether there are not abuses which require “ reform and 
amendment,’ I have the honor to state that, in my opin 


| ion, the employment of three messengers now employed 


may be dispensed with during the recess of Congress, pro 
vided authority be given me, in case of any unforseen emer- 


| gency, to employ laborers. This, | respectfully trust, isan 


answer to the whole inquiry. 
Very respectfully, D. R. McNAIR, 
Sergeant-at-Arms United States Senate. 
Hon. AnpRew Jonnson, Chairman Committee to Audit 
and Control Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 
Now, sir, I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and he is here- 
by, authorized to make the removals indicated by him in 
Senate report No. 309, of the late session. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
must suggest to the Senator from Illinois that, 
upon the Senate going into the consideration of 
executive business, the resolution called for by 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Dixon] was 
under consideration; and that is now the pending 
question before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. As that will probably 
take some time, and this, I apprehend, will not, 
I ask unanimous consent that this be adopted. It 
is on a report of the Sergeant-at-Arms that the 
resolution is offered. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion can be considered only by the unanimous 
consent of the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I must call the attention of 
the Senator from Connecticut to the state of the 
question. 








| 
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Mr. DIXON. What is the state of the question? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
before the Senate is on the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, (to Mr. Trumpcit.) 
Who are those messengers? Do you know? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know. 
REGISTER OF DEBATRS. 


Mr. DIXON. 
ment? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
ison the amendment of the Senator from Con- 


Is the question on my amend- 


| necticut. 


Mr. DIXON. 
again, 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be again 
read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to inquire whether the Secretary of the Interior can furnish 


the Annals of Congress and Register of Debates for the 
use of the Senate; and if not, that the Secretary of the 


i wish that it may be read 


| Senate procure from the publishers, for the use of the libra 





ry, twenty copies of the same, and pay for the same outof 
the contingent fund of the Senate, at a price not exceed- 
ing that heretofore paid. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish toamend the amend- 


| ment by inserting, after the words * if not,’’ the 


words ‘in his possession;”’ so that, if the books 


are not in his possession, our Secretary may buy 
them. He may not furnish them for the want of 


| a law; but I desire that they should not be bought 


if he has them in his possession. 
Mr. DIXON. L[aecept that. 
he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
mentof the Senator from Connecticut is modified 
at the suggestion of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. DIXON. I desire to suggest another 
amendment, which I think will be acceptable to the 
Senator from Vermont, and that is, to direct our 
Secretary to inquire whether the Secretary of the 
Interior can furnish the number of copies we de- 
sire. Perhaps he may be able to furnish one 
copy or two copies for the use of the Senate with- 
out being able to furnish them all. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think thatis the fair read- 
ing of the resolution as it stands now. 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, we are just on 
the eve of an adjournment—— 

Mr. HALE. We do not know that. 

Mr. GRIMES. We have been on what we 
supposed was the eve of an adjournment for sev- 
eral days, and I think we are likely to adjourn 
now. We do not seem to understand what ts the 
real condition of facts in regard to these debates. 





| There will be no use for them, if we buy them, 
| until Congress shall be here again in December, 
or at an extra session. Now, is it not wise, is it 


|| not the dictate of prudence, for us to wait quietly 


| until we do assemble here again, when we can 
| investigate the facts, and know whether the num- 

ber of Congressional Debates that we now pro- 

pose to purchase, under certain contingencies, are 
already owned by the Government; and if they 
are, then pass the proper law to bring them from 
the Interior Department, where they are said to 
be, into the possession of the Senate? 
the necessity for this hurry just as we are on the 
eve of an adjournment, and when it is with the 
utmost difficulty that we can keep a quorum here ? 
I hope this matter will -be postponed; and when 
| we come together again, if there is any necessity 

for these books, I will join the Senator from Con- 
necticut in voting for their purchase; but until I 
know something about the facts, in regard to 
| which we all now seem to be in the dark, I am 
not prepared to vote for the resolution, and I do 
not think any of us are. 

Mr. DIXON. I will barely state, in regard to 
| the time of presenting the resolution, that it has 
| been pending in the Senate for the last two weeks, 
| and it has been reported and upon the table more 
| than a week; so that there has been ample time 
| for its consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Connecticut. ’ 
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Mr. BINGHAM. I want to say a word or 
two about this resolution before it passes. The 
Repabhean party, Mr. President, have jast come 
mio power 

Mr. HALE. Hardly. 

Mr.BiINGHAM. Hardly, my friend says,and 
itistrue. One of the questions for us to determ- 
ine is, whether we are to imitate all the abuses of 
the old Administration that we have denounced, 
just as we are coming into power, or whether we 
ave to strive to be an honest Administration, as 
we pledged the country we would be. This is 
just one scheme of plunder, this is just a job for 
Giales & Seaton—— 

Mr. DIXON. I call the Senator to order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 

Mr. DIXON. 1 object to the language that the 
Senator uses—that this is a scheme of plunder. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, sir 

Mr. GRIMES and Mr. KING. Let us have 
the point of order settled ? 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The Chair 
did not understand that the remarks of the Sena- 
tor from Michigan haveany personal application, 





ee 











W hat is the point of order? || 


and therefore are not out of order, according to | 


the general course of debate. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
Chair. 1 do not think it was any too strong lan- 
guage; but I will use another expression that | 
think everybody will understand—that it is a job 
to bestow a bounty on these old pensioners of the 
Government. We Republicans have denounced 
this kind of jobs. 


Iam much obliged to the | 


to Senators here from yesterday to to-day. This | 
question was up yesterday, and the proposition || 


was defeated by a smal! vote. 
have been addressed to Senators stating that un- 


less this resolution were passed, and this job of | 


about six or seven thousand dollars bestowed on 
Gales & Seaton, the newspaper which they have 


been publishing would go down. Thatisexactly | 


what my friend from New York [Mr. Kine] got 
up acommittee last year, to prove that the Ad- 
ministration of Mr. Eaibesne had been doing— 
bestowing jobs to keep up rotten newspapers. 
Now, sir, | undertake to say that a newspaper 
which cannot stand upon the public support—a 
newspaper which is not in itself self-reliant—does 
not deserve and ought not to receive the support 
of Congress by having money out of the Treasury 
to keep it going. I do not care anything about 
Gales & Seaton’s paper one way or the other; 
but if the public do not choose to support it, it is 
an evidence with me that it is not worth sup- 
porting. 

Now, Mr. President, I propose to refresh the 
minds of my Republican ia here, who passed 
such strong resolutions against the corruptions of 
the last Administration, with some of the evidence 
that was reported by my friend from New York, 
|Mr. Kina,} in reference to what Mr. Buchanan’s 
administration did, and toask them the question, 
whether they are willing to be the copyists of that 
Administration, and to bestow bounties upon pen- 
sioners; because, if we begin now with paying six 
or seven thousand dollars to Gales & Seaton, next 
year we shail have to carry it out, and so on every 


Since then, notes | 





ear for the four years of this Administration. | 


heir newspaper will go down next year if you 
do not give them anotber job. 1 want to say that 


Ne 


ip ee 


| 





supposed to apply to myself. 1 am one of those 


| who voted yesterday against this resolution. I 


did so because, like the Senator, I feared it might 
inure to the benefit ofsbese gentlemen in the shape, 
perhaps, ofa job; but, in thinking the matter over, 


| the question came a to my mind, whether my 


aversion to that ought to be sufficient to induce 
me to overcome what I believed would be an im- 


| portant convenience to Senators, and I concluded 
| to change my vote; but I wish to say now that! 


have received no such notice as the Senator re- 
ferred to, from these gentlemen or any person 
else. 
I will state, also, that I had some reluctance to- 
wards their paper copoly. because we have 
never agreed in politics, but have always stood at 


_ opposite ends of the line, and I do not think it 
likely that we ever shall agree. I wish, therefore, 


to say to the Senate that I have received no such 
notes and no such intimations from anybody at 
all; and in changing my position on this subject, 
I have done so because P Fett that while the pos- 


sibility of their getting a job out of this (if that is | 


the proper language to be applied to it) was, on 


the one hand, operating on me to induce me to | 


vote against it, on the other hand a stronger in- 
fluence, on mature consideration, operated upon 
me to vote for it, which was, that I believed it 
would add to the convenience of the Sennte and 
of myself especially. Iexpect after a while to 


purchase on private account for myself these very 


Notes have been sent around || 





this is an exactly parallel case with that which the | 
Senator from New York, in his report, denounced | 


the late Administration for doing—for bestowing 
bounties on the Constitution newspaper here, and 
upon the Pennsylvanian newspaper and the Argus 
in Philadelphia. 1 have sent for the testimony 
:aken by his committee to read to the Senate, and 
) have also got the Covode report here to show 
how we denounced the late Administration for 
their corruptions. Surely, we ought not to begin 
the practice of those corruptions when we our- 
selves get into power, 

Mr. GRIMES. Does the Senator propose to 
read those reports? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I propose reading both these 
reports as part of my speech. 

r, FESSENDEN. Take time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ido not propose to be in 
any sort of a hurry. 

Arr. POLK. I hope the Senator from Mich- 
igan will have no Raection to my interjecting 
here a word or two of personal explanation. 1 
feel called upon to do so from a remark the Sen- 
ator just now made, because that remark might be 


books, as soon as I can get them together. In 
the mean time, I think it would be very conve- 
nient for the Senate to have them in its library. 

Mr. BINGHAM. There are plenty of them 
in the library now; but if there are not, the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York proposes to 
have them for nothing, by just transferring them 
from the Interior Department over here. That 
is not what was desired; and therefore the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut proposes to amend the res- 
olution, and get the books paid for by some hook 
or crook. Getting the books for nothing is not 
what the friends of this resolution want; it would 
be no object to Gales & Seaton to get them into 
our library from the Interior Department, where 
they have been rotting for years and years. It 
is the money out of the Treasury, for Gales & 
Seaton, that is wanted. 

My friend from Missouri I regard, although 
we differ in politics, as a very upright and honest 
man. I know he has refused to vote jobs of this 
kind out of the Treasury, and I regretted to hear 
him say that he was going to change his vote in 
this case. He makes an excuse that these books 
will be convenient for the library. If thatis what 
is wanted, let the books be brought here from 
the Interior Department, where seven hundred 
copies of them have been rotting for years. 

Mr. POLK. I voted for that amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I know; but thatis not the 
proposition now. 

Mr. POLK. I shall not vote for the amend- 
ment now proposed. 

Mr. DIXON. I hope the Senator from Michi- 
gan will allow the vote to be taken. If it is so 
clear a case as he supposes, let us have the 
vote. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I propose to enlighten.my 
Republican friends before they vote, for what they 
denounced last year. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If the Senator from Michi- 
gan will*allow the resolution to be read, I think 
his objection will be removed, if he hears the lan- 
guage of the proviso; for it declares that, if those 
books are in the possession of the Interior De- 
partment, they are not to be bought. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Well, sir, | know what will 
be said; | understand it. The Senator from Con- 
necticut told me yesterday that there are broken 
sets in the Department, and all that; that people 
have gone and taken them away; they have been 
gnawed by the rats. The books are lying there 
rotting. So the Senator from Ohio said to me yes- 
terday privately. There have been over seven 
hundred volumes, in a perfectly rotten condivion, 
lying in the Interior Department for years and 
years, and the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives voted to give away two separate sets to each 
congressional district. 

Now the publishers want more money. That 
is it. They are short of money. Their news- 
paper is goingdown. The Senator from Missouri 
says that newspaper does not agree with him in 
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; I should 
ke to know whom it does agree with j iti 
{Laughter.} I should like to hee shania 
plain to me whom that newspaper does a 4 


0 ' ree w 
|| in politics. I understand it has not eta e 
itics; and that is one reason why the public wi 


notsupportit. It is notentitled to pub 
That newer is of no sort of consequence, ang 
may as well die as live. Newspapers that hays 
any brains in them; newspapers that have any 
sense; newspapers that discuss live questions ¢¢ 
the day, can live and be supported by the pub, 
without making applications here year after yea, 
to be sustained by the Treasury of the Uy; c 
States. But this newspaper cannot live, That is 
the secret of the thing. ‘This newspaper has oe 
to have a bonus from the Government; we are tp 
give its proprietors a job to support them, or els 
they™re to go down. That is the character of 


lie Support, 


Public, 


| the notes which have been sent to Senators this 


morning. 

Mr. DIXON. I desire to say that, if that is the 
case, I am wholly ignorant of it. No such pow 
has been sent to me; and [ doubt, somewhy: 
whether the Senator is correctly informed on this 
question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iam correctly informed. 

Mr. DIXON. At any rate, I have received 
nothing of the sort. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I presume not. The S»>. 
ator is enlisted strongly enough in its favor, Ths 
notes were addressed to doubtful men. |) has 
been understood that the Senator from Conype. 
ticut has been anxious, for several weeks, to ve: 
this thing through, as a job for Gales & Seaton, 
I do not wish to attribute any improper motives 
to the Senator from Connecticut, . 

Mr. DIXON. Will the Senator allow me to 
“ro word ? 

r. BINGHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. DIXON. The Senator says that I have 
been anxious, for several weeks, to get this 
through as a job for Gales & Seaton. Now, | 
wiff state that the first 1 ever heard of this resolu- 

ion was when it was presented before the Con- 

mittee on Contingent Expenses, of which I have 
the honor to be chairman; that I took it up be- 
fore that committee in connection with the other 
members, and that the committee, acting in good 
faith, after an examination of two days, reported 
it. That is my connection with it. I did not 
present it. I acted in good faith, for I believed, 
as I now believe, that the books are required. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I wish the honorable Sen- 
ator from Connecticut to understand distinctly 
that I impute no bad faith to him. I know him 
to be an honorable man and to be acting from 
good motives; but I cannotapprove of the motive 
which desires to get an appropriation of public 
money simply to benefit Gales & Seaton, as op- 
posed to taking the books for nothing. | pro- 
oem if the books are of any sort of value to this 

ibrary, to transfer them from where they have 
been lying and rotting and the rats have been eat- 
ing them for years and years, to a library where 
they would be very likely to rot if they were not 
well preserved. ‘ 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator give way ® 
moment? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator said he was going 
to read some of those reports. 1 want to hear 
them. ' 

Mr. BINGHAM. I was simply making 
introduction to them. [Laughter.} Our friends 
here, upon this side, when we were in a minority, 
and when Mr. Buchanan’s administration was 
a majority, were pretty loud in denouncing ~ 
ruption, and we made a strong point upon | it 
fore the country, and these two great books re 
ing up the Covode report, and the report of t : 
Senate committee of which Mr. Kine was chaur- 
man] were the results of the investigating onig 
mittees, which were got up last year to satis y 
the country that that was a dishonest — 
tration arid ought to be displaced , and that a «a 
ter and purer and honester Administration eh z 
be put in its stead. Well, sir, we went before : 
country with these reports; we denounced, opr, 
the stump and everywhere, the conduct $ . 
last Administration in its management 0 
Treasury, and we charged that they a 
giving jobs to their friends, not only here ad aaey 
ington, but all over the United States, unt! 


a a 





28, 


should 
0litics 
ody eX. 
ee with 
hy pol. 
dic will 
Upport, 
Ce, and 
at haye 
ive any 
lions of 
Publi s 
‘er Vear 
United 
That ig 
has got 
e are to 
» OF elge 
‘acter of 
Ors this 


at is the 
ich note 
newhat, 
1 on this 


rmed, 
received 


“he Sen. 
or. The 

It has 
Cony (. 
8, 10 get 
Seaton, 
motives 


W me to 


I have 
get this 
Now, | 
3 resolu- 
he Com- 
h I have 
it up be- 
he other 
in good 
reported 
did not 
believed, 
wired. 
ible Sen- 
jistinctly 
now him 
ng from 
e motive 
f public 
|, a3 Op- 
I pro- 
e to this 
ey have 
been eat- 
ry where 
were not 


e way & 


yas going 
t to hear 


aking an 
ar friends 
minority, 
on was It 
neing cor 
pon it be- 
oks {hold- 
ort of the 
was chair 
ting com: 
to “gatisty 
Adminis 
that a bet 
ion ghoul 
before the 
yced, Upo? 
uct of the 
nt of the 
had beet 
» in Wash- 
until they 





1861. 





had bankrupted the country; and we pledged our- | 
selves to give an honest and faithful Administra- | 
tion of the Government. We said, * We will 
put a stop to this plunder, to this robbery of the 
Treasury.”’ Now, the new Administration has 
‘yst been inaugurated, and we are here in execu- | 
ti » session, and one of the first things that comes 
up is a job, one of the old sort, to Gales & Seaton, | 
We passed just such a thing last year. At the 
last Congress we gave them a job, and now we 
are asked to give them another; and if we do it 
now, we shall have to go through with it, What | 
do my Republican friends mean in voting for these | 
things? Do you mean to belie yourselves? Do 
you mean to allow the country to believe that it 
was only to get into place and displace a Demo- 
cratic Administration and put youand your friends 
in position, and that you are going on with just 
exactly the same system of corruption and ‘plun- 
der, or did you mean to be entirely and truly | 
honest? 

Mr. HALE. They meant so, no doubt, when 
out of power. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My friend says they meant 
so when they were out of power. Why do they 
not practice it when they are inpower? Why do 
they not live up to their professions and pledges? 
Why not let the country understand that they 
mean to be true to their word; that they mean to 
stop all these jobs, and all this plunder from the 
Treasury? ‘ BY 

Now, if my friend from New Hampshire will | 
read part of this testimony to relieve me a little, | 
] shall be obliged to him; 1f he will not, I shall go | 
on. I want the Senate to understand what were 
the printing plunders last year, which my friend 
from New York investigated so extensively; and 
there is a minority report of Mr. Slidell’s in ref- 
erence to it. That select committee met on the 
31st of January, 1860, and Mr. Cornelius Wen- 
dell was called and examined. 

Mr. HALE. Did they choose a clerk? 

Mr. BINGHAM. The report does not state; 
but I suppose they had a clerk. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senator from | 
Michigan will give way for amoment. It is man- 
ifest that he is not very familiar with those re- 
ports, and has not examined them carefully, and | 
will have to read the whole of them to get them 
before the Senate. Perhaps he could condense | 
them if he had time to consider them. I move, | 
therefore, to postpone this resolution till the first 
Monday of December next, in order to enable 
my friend from Michigan to select out the parts 
that apply to this particular case; and then we 
can do some other business. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Take up your resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Take up mine, or any || 
other, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I yield the floor to that | 
motion. \\ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope this question will be 
pespened for the purpose of taking up the reso- 


ution of my colleague. I want to get the vote 
upon that, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. So dol. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I want to find out how many 
men in the Senate are willing to vote to censure | 


the President for withdrawing the troops at Fort 
Sumter. : 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam not aware that the 
troops have been withdrawn from Fort Sumter. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved to 
ener the further consideration of the resolu- 


tion before the Senate, until the first Monday of | 
December next. 


The motion was agreed to. . | 





EMPLOYES OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. HALE. _ I move that the resolution of the 
a from Illinois [Mr. Trumsut] be taken 
The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and he is here- 
pd authorized to make the removals indicated by him in || 
he Senate report No. 309, of the late session. 


Mr. HALE. Is that resolution up? 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
18 on taking it up. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I thought we postponed the 
Of ieation in order to take up the resolution |, 
Souk by my colleague about the forts in he } 

. 1 


ee that they tolerate. 
i 


Mr. HALE. That had better go over to the 
first Monday of December, I think. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved 
that the resolution just read be taken up for con- 
sideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution, 

Mr. HALE, ‘I did not expect that this reso- 
lution would be taken upatthis time. The report 
from the Committee to Kaditand Control the Con- 
tingent Expenses of the Senate, to which it refers, 
was made in answer to a resolution passed on my 
motion the session before the last. If the com- 


mittee had reported at any seasonable time during | 


| the last session—I mean seasonable in view of 


any action of the Senate—it was my intention to 


| call the attention of the Senate to it; butas it was 


not presented until the 2d day of March, which | 


day, on Monday there was no time. 
mean to censure the committee at all; but | simply 
mention this fact as an excuse for not calling at- 
tention to it. There are some things that do re- 

uire attention, and they do require the investiga- 
tion of the Senate; and I am a litde sorry that the 
committee, in*heir investigation, did not do more 
than simply address notes to the Secretary and 
the Sergeant-at-Arms to inquire their opinions as 
to the necessary nymber of officers and 
there were any abuses or not. 

Now, sir, lam told—I do not aver this from 
my own knowledge—that some officers,employed 


| was the Saturday before we adjourned on Sun- | 
I do not || 


whether | 


and paid @y the month, as doing business here for | 


the Senate, are not near the Senate. Some of them 
are,or have been, traveling in Europe—so | have 
been told; and I am told that another is studying 
medicine; and yet salaries are paid to them out of 
the contingent fund of the Senate, on the pretense 
that the Senate want these officers; and about once 
a year you get a letter—I think the Secretary 


sends you a letter, that, in his opinion, the force | 
cannot be diminished without detriment to the | 


public service! Well, sir, I think it can, and 
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sir, you have an account clerk—I do not see him 
in the list, but they call him so—and you pay his 
salary; and then, by the authority ef the com- 
mittee, you give that clerk a page. On another 
page of this report, after giving the various em- 
ployés of the Senate, and Specifying their em- 
ployment under the authority of various resolu- 
tions and laws, you will find that there are other 
laborers and pages who are eraployed without 
any law, without any resolution, joint or of the 
hody, but simply by authority of the committee. 
I intended, when I read this report, to introduce 
a resolution into the Senate that it was not com- 
petent forany committee—the Committee to Audit 
ang Control the Contingent Expenses of the Sen- 
ate, or any other—to employ anybody to be paid 
out of the public funds, without a law or a reso- 
lution or an order from the body. 

It seems that Mr. McNair, the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, differs in his answer from all the other 
reports that have ever been made from your offi- 
cers. If you read the Secretary’s report, which 
L have not before me, (I wish*l had,) you will 
find that the constant, continual report of the Sec- 
retary (and I have not the slighest doubt that he 
gave the honest convictions of his understanding 
upon it) has always been that no part of his force 
can be dispensed with without detriment to the 
public service. That is substantially it. Then, 








| sir, in the opinion of the Secretary, he Sant 


ought to be; and I think, as we mean to be an || 


honest party and an economical party, as my 
friend from Michigan says, we ought to begin 
here and now. I want to read to you one or two 
things here. We have got in the Secretary’s office 


\\ these officers: 


Secretary of the Semate.....cccccscccesesscesesessgasi0O 
Officer in charge of the disbursements of the Senate, 480 | 
Chief clerk ...... 000 db debecd be soVeve cevvavecstees 2.500 
Premed ICO Rive wink win hon Kobe dé wscdisdineddowede 2,160 
NNN oon cha eeleeee sheen. 06 etinente ces 2,160 
SE Re rr ee ee ol 850 | 
Keeper-of the stationery .......cccsccescsccccccccs 1,752 
DO MONRO NONG, COONS ovina cau dees wccnedetcecsecs 1,080 
ORE POO 6 ove wows evvces cecsccesicnccns sccvee cowses 500 


I think it will puzzle the country to know the | 
difference between a “chief clerk” and a * prin- | 


cipal clerk.’? Then there is another page. I want 
to call the attention of the committee to this—and 


| let me say that | have a very high respect for this 


committee—but I have not much respect for the 
They say that the 

st which I have read comprises officers who are 
employed under the resolution of the Senate passed 


Capitol, or anything of that sort. 


in his office, in addition to some eight or tenclerks, 
two messengers the year round, and a page the 
year round, at an annual salary of $500. Permit 
me to say that I differ with the Secretary entirely. 
I do not undertake to say that there is anything 
wrong in it, (I mean wrong in intent;) but that it 
is wrong in practice, I am clear. 

Mr. MeNair, in answer to the committee’s 


| question, whether there are any abuses that re- 


quire reform and amendment, says: 

“T have the honor to state that, in my opinion, the em- 
ployment of three messengers now employed may be dis- 
pensed with during the recess of Congress, provided author- 
ity be given me, in case of any unforeseen emergency”’— 

Such, I suppose, as a John Brown raid on the 
{Laughter. } 
‘‘in case of any unforeseen emergency, to employ labor- 
ers.”? 

Now, sir, I think I can appeal to those who 
know me here since I have had the honor of a seat 
on this floor, (and it has been a good while,) that I 


| have always voted to the very extent of my con- 
| science, and stretched ita little at that, to com- 


pensate liberally all the officers of the Senate, and 
all the messengers, and the pages, and the labor- 
ers. I want all the force employed that should 
be, and I want them to be paid net only justly, 
but liberally—ay, generously. But I tell you, sir, 
there is something else besides the rats that the 
Senator from Michigan said so much about, that 
needs to be seen to. I think the practice of letting 
officers here study medicine, or travel in Eu- 
rope 


Ir. RICE. Will the Senator yield to me a 





moment? 


17th July, 1854, and the joint resolution of Con- | 


olutions of the Senate; and besides these: 


gress of July 20, 1854, and other subsequent res- | 


*““#y authority of the committee, a laborer at $1 20 per | 
day ; and, during the session only, a page to assist the ac- | 


count clerk, at the same pay as those in the Senate Cham- 
ber, viz: $2 50 per day.” 


improper; and the great care and scrutiny of this 
committee 

Mr. DIXON. The Senator looks at me, and 
seems to address me. 


Mr. HALE. No. 





Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. RICE. I would be very much obliged to 
the Senator if he would name the officers who are 
traveling abroad, or those who are studying pro- 
fessions, while they are receiving pay from the 
Senate. The object is to move an amendment to 


y 5 _ the resolution, so as to dispense with their ser- 
Now, sir, | think that is manifestly and grossly || 


vices. 

Mr. HALE. I cannot do it; and I do not 
know that it is a fact. 

Mr. RICE. This is the second or third time 


|| it has been named here on the floor of the Senate. 


Mr. DIXON. You were speaking of the Com- 


mittee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate. I will say that I have been 
chairman of the committee about one week. | refer 
him to the honorable Senator from Tennessee, 


| [Mr.Jonnson,] who certainly, I think, hasachar- 


acter for economy quite equal to the Senator from 
New Hampshire. ; 

Mr. HALE, I am not going to compare notes 
on that; but I am going to say here, that I think 
this committee altogether mistook their power 
when they undertook to employ laborers and 
pages upon their own authority. Any other com- 
mittee, when they wanta dak. 


apply to the body, and get authority; but here, 


or anything else, | 


Mr. HALE, I believeit. I have no doubt of 
it. It has been stated to me repeatedly, 

Mr. HARLAN. The Senator will allow me 
to say a word. 

Mr. HALE. I will sit down, and hear you a 
long time with pleasure. 


-Mr. HARLAN. The messenger who has had 


| charge of the room over the post office, whose 


name I cannot give, told me that he was serving 
as a substitute fora Doorkeeper who was travel- 
ing in Europe. 

Mr. HALE. There is one; and I believe that 


is not the only case. 


Mr. RICE. It has been asserted several times 
here on the floor of the Senate. It was stated the 


‘| other day; and it is a matter that should be looked 
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into. Some one is certainly competent to give the 
information. 

Mr. HALE. Did you not hear the Senator 
from lowa? 

Mr. RICE. He gave no name. 

Mr. HALE. I was going to say that the rea- 
son why I have not called attention to this sub- 
ject is, because I know it is ungracious, to begin 


with; it is unpleasant; it is disagreeable. I in- | 


troduced the resolution to which this report is an 
answer, the session before the last, and the Com- 
mittee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate kept my resolution, of course 
for good reasons. I do not impute any bad mo- 
tives to them. Probably they had so much to 
do, looking after these pages, and seeing what 
clerks required pages, and what clerks required 
messengers to ite them, that they had not 
time, and so the report was not made until the 
Saturday before we. adjourned on Sunday, and 
I was thus deprived of the opportunity of calling 


the attention of the Senate to it. I am glad that | 


my friend from Illinois has called attention to it, 
and moved to dispense with some messengers 
that Colonel McNair says can be dispensed with; 
and now that I see the Colonel present, I will do 
him this justice: I believe he is the first officer 
we ever had here since the Senate was organized, 
that has not uniformly reported, in answer to all 
such inquiries as this, that he had the least possi- 


ble number of employés that he could get along || 
with in any way in the world, and that he could | 
not dispense with a single one of them without | 
detriment to the public service; and as issuggested | 
here, they generally want more. I believe that | 

I do not know that they have | 


is the fact, though 
said that. Inasmuch as the Sergeant-at-Arms 
has told you that he has more than he wants, 


and more than he ought to have, and that you | 


are paying these gentlemen when there is no 

ossible use for them, I think we may very well 
begin by adopting this resolution; and if we all 
live, or most of us, to another session of Con- 
gress, I shall endeavor to call this matter up, not 
with an idea of making any sweeping reform, 
but of rectifying abuses which I think disgrace- 
ful to the Senate. I hope that is not out of order, 


sir. If itis, | will take it back; but if it is not, | 


I will stick to it. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. The statement so repeatedly 


made, thatsome ofour officers are traveling abroad, 


” . | 
and that others are not near the Capitol, but are 


elsewhere studying professions, and receiving pay 


at the same time from the contingent fund, in- | 


volves a serious imputation uponthe body. Itis 
calculated to impress the country that the Senate 


of the United States is not faithful to its duties; || 


and is, from favoritism and partiality, guilty of 
tolerating gross abuses. I do not think these gen- 


eral charges ought to be made without specifica- | 


tions, so that we may lop off the abuses at once. 
I had never heard, until the Senator from New 
Hampshire, the other day, suggested it in debate, 
that there was any such abuse as is now spoken 
of. I do not believe there is a Senator in the body 
who would not have voted instantly to strike any 
such person from the pay-roll, upon its being 
called to hisattention. Now, to make these vague 
suggestions upon the ground that the other side 
have just come into power, that they are a reform 
party, that they are going to correct abuses, seems 
as if the purpose was to cast an imputation on the 
majority who have heretofore had the control of 
the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. Let me suggest to the Senator, 
(which is the fact,) that the resolution, to which 
this report is the answer, was introduced by me 
at the session before the last—not last session, 
but the session before that, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I understand that; but the 
question is, whether he directed the attention of 
the committee to those charges, to the fact that 
there were persons on the pay-roll who were not 
performing the duty; that there were persons on 
the pay-roll who were traveling in Europe; that 
there were persons on the pay-roll who were study- 
ing professions—whether these facts were brought 
to the attention of the Senate, or any of its com- 


mittees? An inquiry without any specifications, | 
without directing the attention of the committee | 
to the abuses alluded to, might be very ineffect- | 


ual, because the committee would not know where 
to direct their attention; but if it be true that this 
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| abuse has existed, I think that the Senator, the 


moment he came into possession of the fact, ought 
to have made it known, and moved its correttion. 
Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me to 


read the resolution? It is pretty broad, as the | 


Senate will see, and pretty searching. I offered 
a resolution on the 15th of June, 1860—not only 
before the election, but, I think, before the nom- 
ination, certainly before the split at Baltimore— 
directing our committee— 

‘* To inquire and report to the Senate how many persons 
are employed by the Senate, in each and every department, 
whether in the office of the Secretary, or under the direc- 
tion of the Sergeant-at-Arms, or of the Doorkeéeper, or in 
any other way or manner, the compensation of each, the 
time that each individual is employed, the authority by 
which each person is employed or appointed; and also to 
inform the Senate, whether, in the opinion of said commit- 
tee, the services of any One thus employed may not be dis- 
pensed with, without detriment to the public service, and 
whether there are not abuses which require reform amd 
amendment.’’ 

Mr. RICE. What is the reason that the res- 
olution was not answered before? 

Mr. HALE. That I cannot say. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If I had introduced a reso- 
lution of that kind, and had that knowledge of 
particular specific abuses, I should have felt it my 
duty to direct the attention of the committee to 


| the very points that I wanted to have investigated. 
' Resolutions are frequently offeted just before nom- 


inations, previous to presidential elections, search- 
ing for materials for a political campaign, with- 
out having reference to any particular object. It 
is setting a broad net to catch whatevtt Ash may 
be passing along in those waters. 

Mr. HALE. Allowme one word of explana- 
tion right there. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. I did not notify the committee 
because I supposed, and thought it was the usual 
practice of the Senate, when a gentleman intro- 
duced a resolution of that sort, and a committee 
were to meet upon it, to notify him that they were 
ready, and to ask his attendance. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Whenever specific charges 
are made, and a committee of investigation is ap- 
pointed to investigate the charges, my understand- 
ing is, that it is usual to call upon the mover to 
present his charges; but when a broad inquiry is 
made by a Senator not professing to have any 
information, but offering the resolution because 
he wants some, and has not got it, I never knew 
that it was incumbent on them at all to consult 
him, because the inquiry implies that he does not 
kndW, that he is seeking information, and he 
makes it general because he has nothing specific. 
But when the imputation is now made that there 
has been a long-standing abuse, that we have been 
keeping upon the pay-roll men who have not been 
performing duties, it is awserious charge; and the 
explanation the Senator makes, that he offered 
the resolution nearly two years ago, or more than 
a year ago, carries the further implication that 
these abuses did exist, and that they were known 
to exist, and that they were smothered until the 
last two days of the session, when a change of 
parties was about to take place. It carries the 
implication of a smothering or covering. of it up; 
and I donot hesitate to declare my conviction that 
there has never been a time in this body, no mat- 
ter what party was in power, when it would have 
sanctioned an abuse of that kind, or concealed it 
a moment after it had been called to its attention. 
I think, therefore, we ought to know the extent, 
the length and breadth of thisabuse. And, as the 
Senator from New Hampshire has given notice 
that he will probe it to the bottom next winter, I 
hope he will be prompt in doing so, and let us 
know the whole length and breadth of it, and have 
all these abuses corrected, and we shall then find 
what the economical standard is to be in arrang- 
ing the officers of the Senate and its expenditures. 
I think the Senator will find that, when he comes 
into the majority, he will be very apt to doa great 
many things that he complained of while he was 
in the minority. I think he will find that long 
habits of complaint in a minority are very incon- 
venient when the power changes hands, and you 
take the responsibility; and you will then find it 
necessary to do just what you have denounced 
others for doing. I have never known parties to 
change from minorities to majorities, that did not 
find themselves crippled very much by their cries 
of abuses and their promises of reform. There 
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_may be abuses, and I think there are, that ought 
to be corrected; but I do not think the genera) 
charge is quite fair. A specific one should be 
made, and then proved and remedied. r 

gem FOSTER. Lask leave to offer a resoly- 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Two others are pending now 
I believe. and 

_The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can be con- 
sidered only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. Let us have a vote on this first 

Mr. FOSTER. I trust that the resolution I 
have offered oy read for information. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be read 
for information, 

The Clerk read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate will adjourn without day at a 
quarter before four o’clock this afternoon. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We have a committee wait. 
ing on the President, I believe, who have not re- 
ported, and I apprehend it would not be courteous 
to them to adopt this resolution now. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 

| 1s on the resolution of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. Tremsvtt.] 

Mr. BRIGHT. My long service here has ren- 
_ dered me somewhat familiar with the officers and 
their duties; and if there is any such abuse as is 
referred to by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
it has —— my notice. I never heard before 
that we had any persons drawing pay who are not 
actually inouremploy. If there are cases of that 
kind, I apprehend none of our officers are to blame 
but that it has been at the instance or urgent solicit. 
ation of some Senator or Senators. Ir there be 
| such cases, there have, I suppose, been substi- 
_ tutes appointed, who are performing the service 

which the ee was required to perform. I 

_ apprehend there has been no serious abuse in any 
of the respects inquired about by the Senator from 

New Hampshire, or my honorable friend from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] who is very vigilant 
and careful in such matters, and who has been at 
the head of the committee that properly had charge 
of this subject, would have corrected them. | 
should like to hear from him, as to whether he 
| thinks there is anything tocomplain of, or whether 
there is any officer to blame for anything that has 
been done. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The resolution upon which 
this report was made was introduced on the Isth 
of June last, but a short time before the adjourn- 
ment of Congress. From the 18th to the 25th of 
June, the day on which Congress adjourned, the 
committee had not time to act on it, and hence 
it went over to the session which has just closed. 
It will thus be seen that there has been no great 
loss of time or delay, so far as the committee's 
action on this resolution is concerned; and when 





be performed by others, are not necessary ; but the 


the report of the committee is read, it will be seen 
that every single inquiry contained in the resolu- 
tion has been fully answered. 

As to the abuses referred to by the Sengtor 
| from New Hampshire, the committee was hot 

cognizant of them. The Senator does not say 
that the services required to be performed by those 
individuals who it is now assumed are absent 
upon other business and whose duties are said to 





committee was not cognizant of any such facts, 
and does not know of any case of the kind referred 
to by the Senator. : 

As I have said, every requirement of the reso- 
lution has been complied with; but the Senator 
has put the stress of his argument upon this clause 
of the report: 

“ And by authority of the committee, a laborer at sl e 
per day ; and, during the session only, a page 10 assist t 1e 
account clerk, at the same pay as those in the Senate Cham 
ber, namely : $2 50 per day.” 

This is an enormous discovery that the Sena- 
tor has made! The only thing he finds fault with, 
or seeks to throw a doubt over, is the onpeces “ 
the power of employing a laborer, at $1 20a af 
and a page while Congress 1s in session, _— 
upon members, to run backwards and oem ‘ 

with drafts from the account-clerk’s room to : re 
| Chamber, at $2 50 aday. It seems to me ne 
| the Senator has omitted to look at the large ©’ 
enditures of the Government, where there may 
be just cause for complaints of extravagance, 2)" 
he has got down to the wafers—the little ra 
The committee felt, as they believed they bad th« 
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authority, that it would be for the convenience of 
Senate to have a page to attend during the 
sitting of Congress; and they have ventured, be- 
sides, to incur the enormous expense of employ- 
ing a laborer, at $1 20 per day! That is a tre- 
mendous complaint! I think itis a pretty serious 
charge against the committee! 

Now, Mr. President, a word as to those abuses 
which are alleged to exist. Tharcommittee has 
had a good deal more trouble in some quarters, 
on other questions, than it has had as to the em- 

loyment of a laborer that was needed about this 
puilding at $1 20 a day, and the employment of a 
little page at $2 50, to wait on the Senate and fa- 
cilitate its business. If Senators themselves were 
as strict, and as exact, and as economizing, where 
they have privileges in reference to these little 
matters, we should not be complaining so much 
about pages and laborers. I will not say, I will 
not even insinuate, that this committee has in- 
curred the displeasure of any Senator on this floor, 
because it would not authorize the purchase of | 
some articles that the committee thought rather | 
extravagant. I will make no allusion of that sort. 
It may be perfectly right for Senators to come 
forward and ask the Committee on Contingent 
Expenses to make heavy and extravagant orders 
for costly articles; but it Is avery great offense 
to employ a little page at $2 50 a day, to wait on 
Senators, and a laborer at $1 20 a day; and there 

are grave doubts as to the authority of the com- 
mittee to exercise so extraordinary a power! I 








the 


| 


think the Senator has certainly run out of mate- || 


rial, for he is usually very prolific, both in wit and 
argument, in regard to anything which he sets | 
his hand to; but | think he is pretty near run out | 
in this case. The report was made in good faith, | 
I know. 1 can speak for the other two members | 


of the committee. | 


This committee has really very little power. All | 
these offices are created by law; the pay of the 
officers is fixed by law; their accounts are made 
out and sent to the committee. It is a mere me- 
chanical, automatic operation to pass upon the 


accounts and direct the payment. 1] 


In reference to the three messengers that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms says in his letter may be dis- 
pensed with, that is based on the consideration 
that laborers may be employed to do what they 
do. If you dismiss them, laborers must be em- | 
ployed in their places; if you retain them, you will 





not have to employ the laborers; and that is all || 


there is in this question. The report complies 
literally with everything that the Senator required 
in hisresolution. If he knew of those things that 
he has referred to to-day, it would have been 
proper for him to call the attention of the com- 
inittee to them. The committee was not cogni- 
zant of them, and simply reported the facts as they 
were understood to he. 

Mr. HALE. It is very easy, when we point 
out one of these little things, to say there are 
greater ones that we have not touched. That is 
very true. I have no doubt of it. I should not 
have brought this matter up at this session, had 
it not been for the movement of the honorable 
Senator from Illinois. When I looked this report 
over, I did think there was a looseness in the ad- 
ministration of the contingent fund that ought to 
be rectified. I see that there is not enly this laborer 
in the Secretary’s office at $1 20 aday,and a page 
at $2 59 a day; but, on looking on the second | 
page of the report, I find that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
employs, ‘ by authority of this committee, five 
laborers, at $1 50 per day, each, three of whom 
are employed all the year, and the rest during the 
Session only.” 1 do not know that they are not 
necessary; I do not suggest that they are not 
necessary; I do not say that the force is not en- 
lrely inadequate; but I do say that it is a loose 
administration of the fund to fet any committee 
employ five or six laborers at an expense at all, 
when, if they are necessary, I think the proper 
remedy is a resolution of the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Let me say to the Senator 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms is authorized to em- 
ploy laborers. 

_Mr. HALE. I only read the report as it is 
given. I do not know anything beyond that. 
After stating the emplo és of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
under the resolution of the Senate, the report says | 
that he has also, “ b authority of this commit- | 
tee, five laborers, at $1 90 a day.’’? That is what 








the report says. It does not say that they are 
employed by virtue of any resolution, any law, 
or anything of that sort, but “by authority of 
this committee.” 


Now, I beg my friend from Tennessee not to | 
allow himself to be disturbed in the slightest de- | 
| gree by the idea that I mean to impeach his integ- | 
rity or his fairness in anything. I will say, sir, | 


before his face, what I would say elsewhere, that 
I never met a man in my life who impressed me 
with the idea of more perfect integrity in every 
position in which I have found him than the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee. 

Mr. RICE. Politically? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir, politically. I believe 
him to be an honest man politically; and I believe 

he is too honest politically to keep company with 
| some other of my friends a great while longer. 
{Laughter.} I beg leave, therefore, to disclaim 
| anything personal to him; and I am sorry that it 
| has got so now that we cannot call attention to 
these things without having them run into person- 
alities; and last, and least of all, should the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee make anything of that sort 
, on me, when I look upon him as the Aristides of 
| Athens in this community and in this country; 
and if his constituents ever get tired of him they 
will get tired of him for the same reason that the 
| Athenians got tired of Aristides—because they 
| were tired of hearing him called ‘* the just.’” That 
_is what I have to say to the matter which is per- 
| sonal. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I did not intend to indulge 
in anything personal at all. If the Senator will 
remember, there was a resolution passed by the 
Senate, on the recommendation of the committee, 
which dispensed with a certain number of mes- 
sengers, whose places were not to be filled until 
the Senate so directed. Laborers, at asmaller sal- 


ary,are employed in their places. Before employ- | 
| ary, nploy 


ing them, the committee have always inquired of 
the Sergeant-at-Arms if their labor was needed or 


not; and if it was needed, they were employed; | 


and then, when their accounts were made out, the 
committee audited them. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Senator from Minne- 
sota desired to know the name of the person to 
whom I alluded. I have recently learned that his 
name is Jameson, and that he has traveled some 


Maryland; and a young man from lowa is serv- 
ing in his stead at forty dollars a month. 
fr. HALE. What salary is he down at? 


year. 
: Mr. HALE. That isa pretty good specula- 
tion. 

Mr. POLK. 
these facts have not been made known to the Sen- 
ate before. As wassaid by the Senator from Illi- 
nois, | doubt whether there is a man in the Senate 
who would not at once vote for applying the cor- 
rective. This is painful intelligence to me—very 
much so. The Senate, it seems, is in the position 
of having persons employed, to whom it pays 
$1,200 a year, who are farming out the service to 
other men, who do it at forty dollars a month; 
and a gentleman, who is getting $1,200 a year, is 
traveling in Europe part of the time, and study- 
ing a profession the restofthetime. Whenany 
Senator had a hint of such abuses as these, I am 
sorry that they were not immediately brought to 





too late in the session now, as I fear it is, for us 
to correct the abuse; but I hope it will be cor- 


take the occasion to say here, that | hope this 
whole matter will be inquired into. In the con- 
dition in which the country is, especially, I think 
it is not only just and proper, but actually neces- 


nanced, much less continued; and I believe the 
sentiment of the Senate, on both sides of the Cham- 


Le 


least doubt of it. For one, I know that I am not 
only willing, but anxious, to do it. 

Mr. HARLAN. The adoption of this resolu- 
_ tion will correct the abuse, because the Sergeant- 
| at-Arms would, doubtless, strike this man’s name 
| from the roll. If you empower him to remove 

three, this would be one of the three, I have no 
i doubt. 
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| Mr. BRIGHT. Let the resolution be read 
| again. 
| The resolution was read. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I think it would be better to 
modify the resolution in such a way as to dismiss 
the persons referred to by the Sena'or from New 
Hampshire, who are not here in person, but are 
here by substitute. 
| Mr. HALE. If the honorable Senator will 
| allow me, the Sergeant-at-Arms has the authority 
| now to make these removals, giving the reasons 
in writing to the Vice President. He has power 
to do it in the vacation without any resolution of 
the Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then what is the object of 
| the resolution before the Senate? 
| Mr. HALE. I will read the letter of Mr. 
| McNair, if the Senator pleases: 

Senate Cuamber, February 27, 1861. 
Sir: In answer to your inquiry as to whether any one 
| employed under my direction may not be dispensed with 
| “without detriment to the public service,” and alse whether 
| there are not abuses which require * reforin and amend 
| ment,’? [ have the honor to state that, in my opinion, the 
| employment of three messengers, now employed, may be 
| dispensed with during the recess of Congress, provided au 
| thority be given me, in case of any unforeseen emergency, 
| to employ laborers. ‘This, I respectiully trust, is an answer 
to the whole inquiry. 

Very respectiully, D. R. MeNATIR, 

Sergeant-at-.Arms United States Senate. 
Hon. Anprew Jounson, Chairman Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. RICE. As there will bea general clearing 
out here at the commencement of the next ses- 
sion, | am opposed to the passage of this resoiu- 
tion, commencing down at two or three messen- 
gers, at the lowest point. I suppose there will be 
| occasion at the next session to commence high 
_up, take them all in rotation, clean them all out, 
and then perhaps you can get men more compe- 
tent, though Ido not think so. One man then 
may answer the purpose of three or four that you 
have now. I shall ask foradivision on this res- 
olution, confident that it cannot pass. 








Mr. HARLAN. Twelve hundred dollars a | 


I am very sorry, for one, that | 


two years in Europe, and is now reading law in | 


| Mr. HALE, It is very hard to hit at the right 
| place. ‘There was a resolution introduced the 
/ other day aimed at the Sergeant-at-Arms. He 

was too high; he had too much patronage under 


|| him; it was said, **if you remove him, there will 


| be a general sweep.’? We struck too high that 
time. Now we have begun down at the messen- 


|| gers, and we have struck too low. Will the Sen- 


the attention of the body; and I regret that it is || 
rected at the very commencement of the next ses- | 
sion, as soon as the correction can be made. I | 
sary, that no needless expenditures be counte- | 


ber, will be to correct the abuses. I have not the | 


| course 


| ator from Minnesota indicate a place where we 


Mr. RICE. I wouldif I thought the other side 
| would ever get right; but I have no hope of that, 
| and therefore | decline to point out any particular 


| 

| can hit that would not be objectionable ? 
| 

| 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the resolution. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I suggest to my colleague 
whether he had not better modify his resolution, 39 
as to make it imperative on the Sergeant-at-Arms 
| to strike from the pay-roll persons who do not 
perform their duties in person. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to 
| doing that. The resolution, as introduced by me, 
was merely to conform to the suggestion of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. I do not know anything in 
| reference to the cases to which my colleague al- 
| ludes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I suggest to my colleague to 
| add to his resolution these words: 


And that he be directed to strike from the pay-roll all 
| persons who do not perform the duties of their office. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I acceptthat amendment. 
Mr. BRIGHT. That was the suggestion I 
made; but it is useless to make it or to put any 
| question; for there is no quorum present, and the 
| Senator from Minnesota has notified us that he 
will call for a division. 


Mr. GRIMES. I should like to know why 
the proposition of the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 

| Doveras] should be adopted. I know, or atleast I 
suppose | know, of one very venerable gentleman 


who is in the employment of the Senate, a very 
| deserving man. I have not felt it my duty to call 
| his case to the attention of the Senate. e is re- 
| ceiving the ordinary pay of a messenger. He 
|| employs his son, I believe, or some other young 
|| man, to perform the duties of his place. He thus 
is supporting himself and supporting his family— 





| 
supporting two families in the place of one. Now, 


why turn him out, when he does, or causes to be 
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me: done, the duties of the Senate, that you require 
= Fane of him, and thrust in some other man? I donot 
know any reason why it should be done. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not know of that case; 
but my object is to strike at this abuse of men 
receiving pay who are traveling in Europe, or who 
are studying professions elsewhere. 1 think my 
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messenger for us. He secures the services of an 


| active, alert young man, who is capable of per- 
| forming all the duties required of a messenger. 





a ; A ; BurresuOon W illreach that case. The case of which 
; " : the Senator speaks can be provided for easily, by 
bie ble p simply transferring the appointment to the son. 
- 4 : Then you accomplish the purpose. 
‘RE Mr. RICE. It appears by the directory that 
cee. hain there is but one officer of the Senate absent, and I 
ie “ ¢ suppose that is occasioned by sickness. 
te Mr. GRIMES. The gentleman to whom I 
pe ‘a allude employs some one to do his duty. I do not 
a. : zi know that he employs his son. That was merely 
ba? . ee a supposition of mine. This man is between 
} \ ee seventy and eighty years old. We do not want 
-) 8 4; him tramping through the Halls here, acting asa 
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Why should we not be satisfied, if he furnishes 
to us the same sort of labor, intelligent labor, that 
we could expect from anybody else? 

Mr. HALE. That is similar to the case of that 


lady who inquired of me and wanted to catch a | 


boy and have him employed, and she receive part 
of his wages. It think itis an abuse. If we do not 
want a man eighty or ninety years old to be tramp- 


ing around here, we ought not to employ him; | 
that is all. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several messages, in writing, were received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Nicoxay, his Secretary. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate pro- 


| ceed to the consideration of executive business. 


The motion was agreed to; and, after a few 


THE END. 

















March 28, 


| minutes spent in executive session, the doo 
| were reopened. rs 
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| ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 
Mr. POWELL, from the committe 
; 


to wait on the President of the Unite 
notify him that unless he has some further ¢ 
munication to make, the Senate is teady 7 
journ, reported.that the committee had waited . 
the President, and been informed by him thai 
had no further communication to make to the 
Senate. . 
Mr. FOSTER. I move to take up the reso! 
tion which I submitted a short time ago for u- 
adjournment, without day, at fifteen minutes 2 
fore four o’clock. ; 
Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn sine die. 
|| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
|| adjourned sine die. 
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